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PREFACE. 
God, to remove his ways from’ homan s sense, 
Plac'd Heaven from earth so far, that earthly. sight, 


If it presume, might err in things too high, 
en -no ‘advantage gain.. : Mirton. 


` Y S 


THE eitililishiweni of theologieäl — claim- 
ing divine origin, has been among the most destructive 
causes by which the life of man has been afflicted: 
History furnishes an awful picture of. ‘thie sad and 
fatal effects of fanaticism among the nations of the | 
earth ; but history furnishes only the exterior; there is 
a deeper i internal- wound, which superstition: has ih- 4 


~~, ve 4 


of man. `The ‘sincerity with © whieh many y upright k 
minds’aré‘attached to the Christian religion, ‘can form | 
no substantial objection against an ' unqualified investi- 
gation into its truth or falsehood. If it be founded in 
truth, it will stand. ‘the test of every examination—it 
tal. Itis:a point of justice: to observe, that-thiswork — 
has been written under the misfortune and embarrass- ` 
‘ment of a total loss-of sight... This,.in the estimation 
of candid minds, will form at least a ‘partial ` apology 
for verbal incórréctness, or the want of better arranges 
ment ' in the construction of sentences ; 9 : büt- jt is not . 


offered as constitutitig any kind ‘of apology for errors © 


of opinion or principle. On this head the fullest ` ex- 
amination is invited; and, if any one can point out 
in what réspect the principles herein advanced are 
inconsistent and erroneous, the author will be among. . 
the first to reject' and condemn them. But this | must ` 


be done upon the ground of 'evidence, and not of au. 57 7 


r 
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: thority, as the latter bears no relation to truth. The 
_ great moral and political questions which now agitate the 
. world, cannot be settled by an appeal to the authority 
of law books, theological books, or the decisions of 
ecclesiastical councils ; they rest upon the broad basis 
_ of evidence, and by this principle alone they must be 
determined, The circumstance that the author was 
once a public speaker’ in the. cause of Christianity, 
which is here opposed, so far from forming a reason- 
able objection against the perusal of this work, ‘ought 
to become an additional motive of attention ; for it 
was by a candid and attentive investigation into the 
character of revealed religion, that he became con- 
vinced that it. was neither true.nor divine. It was, 
therefore, a duty which he owed to. the integrity of 
his own mind, and what was deemed the best interests 
of human society, to. abandon that system, and as- 
sume a higher and better ground—that of Nature, 
and the immutability of her laws. Ifany one should 
be disposed to censure on this account, let himremem- 
ber that there is more honour and much more utility 
in the relinquishment than in the retention of errors. 
The new chapters contained in this edition are intend- 
ed to awaken a spirit of philosophic inquiry in every 
description. of adherents to the ancient regimen, and 
to induce them to pass once more in review the religi- 
ous theories to which they have been'so strongly 
: attached. The principal design of the author, through 
the whole of this work, has been to give to moral 
principle a basis as durable as time, and as immortal 
as the specific succession of human existence ; and to 
render the sentiment of virtue, as far as possible, 
independent of all the theological reveries of autiquity. 


PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, 
Se. &c. 
CHAP. I. 


"THE POWER OF INTELLECT, ITS DUTY, AND THE OBSTACLES 
THAT OPPOSE ITS PROGRESS. 


| Tur sources of hope and consolation to the human 
race are to be sought for in the energy of intellectual 
powers. To these, every specific amelioration must 
bear a constant.and invariable reference ; and whatever 
opposes the. progress of such a power, is unquestion- 
ably in most pointed. opposition. to the best and most 
important . interests of our species. The organic con- $ 
struction of. man induces a strong conclusion that no } 
limits can possibly be assigned to his moral and scien- 
tific improvements. The question relative to. the’ 
nature and substance of the human mind, is. of. much : 
less consequence than that which relates to. the. extent | 
of force and capacity, and the diversified modes of f 
beneficial application. The strength of human under- | 


standing is - incalculable, its keenness -of discernment. } - 


would ultimately penetrate into every. part of nature,. |: 
were.it permitted to operate with uncontrolled and. } 


unqualified freedom. lt is because this sublime prin- f - 


ciple of man has been constantly the object of. the. j 
most scurrilous abuse, and the most detestable i invective. 
from superstition; that his moral existence has, been. | 
buried in the . gulf of i ignorance, and: his - intellectual. E 
powers tarnished by the ferocious and impure hand of. | 
fanaticism. Although we are made capable of. sub. - F 
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_ ime reflections, it has hitherto been deemed a crime te 


think, and a still greater crime to speak our thoughts” 


after they have been conceived. The despotism of the 
universe had waged war against the power of the hu- 


man "understanding, and for many ages successfully - 


combated its efforts; but the natural energy of this 
immortal property of human existence: was incapable 
of being controlled by such extraneous and degrading 
restraints. It burst the walls of its prison, explored 
the earth, discovered the properties of its component 
parts, analyzed their natures, and gave to them spe- 


cific classification and arrangement. Not content with- 


terrestrial researches, intellect abandoned the earth, 


and travelled in quest of science through the celestial 4 


regions. ‘The heavens were explored, the stars were 
counted, and the revolutions of the planets subjected 
to mathematical calculation. All nature became the 


theatre of human action, and man in his unbounded. 


and ardent desire attempted to-embrace the universe. 
Such was the nature of his powers, such their strength 
and fervour, that hopes and anticipations were un- 
qualified and unlimited. The subordinate objects- in 
the great mass of existence were decompounded, and 
the essential peculiarities of their different natures 
delineated with astonishing accuracy and wonderful 


‘precision. Situated in the midst of a world of physi- 
. eal wonders, and having made some progress in the 


analytical decomposition of material substances, and: 
the relative position of revolving orbs, man’ began to 
turn his powers to the nice disquisitions of the ‘subtle 


` properties of his mental existence. ^ Here the force: of 
. his faculties was opposed by the darkness and difficulties 
“of the subject ; and superstition, ever ready to arrest ^ 
i and destroy moral improvement, cast innumerable’ 
_ difficulties in the way, and the bewildered mind found 
this part of the system of nature ‘less accessible than . 


the physical universe, whose. prominent disparities 


? struck the understanding and presented clear discrimi- _ 
< Jiation. ^ Theignorance ‘and barbarism of former ages, 
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it is said, furnish an awful intimation T the imbecility. 


. of our mental powers, and the hopeless condition of | 
the human race. If thought be reflected back for the ` 


purpose of recognizing. through. a long.night of. time, 


the miseries and. ignorance of the: species, there will | 


be found,..no doubt, . powerful-causes. of lamentation ; 


but courage will.be resuscitated when the energy. of ` 


intellect is displayed, and the improvement ot the 


world, which has been already made, shall be clearly | 
exhibited: to view. It is not sufficient that man ) 
acknowledgethe possession of his intellectual powers, it } 


is also necessary that these powers should be developed, 
and their force directed to the discovery of direct prin- 
ciple, and the-useful application of it to social life ; 

. errors, evils, and vices, every where exist, and by 
these the world has been rendered continually wretched, 
and the history of mankind furnishes the dreadful 
lessons, and shocks the sensibility of every human 


being. The savage ferocity of despotism has destroyed | 
the harmony of society; the unrelenting cruelty of f 
superstition -has cut asunder the finest fibres that ever {' 
concreted the hearts of intelligent beings. 1t has buried | 
beneath its gloomy vale all the moral properties of our |. 
existence, and entombed in the grave of ignorance | 


and terrorf the most sublime energies, and the purest 
affections.of the human mind. An important duty is 
therefore imposed.upon intellect, and a departure fror 


. its. faithtul. performance should be ranked among the 


crimes: which. have most disgraced and injured the feli- 
city of the world. : If the few philanthropists who 
have embarked in the cause. of. humanity; have: not 
been. adequately- rewarded, it is, nevertheless, true, 


that the principle and force of:duty.remain: the same; . 
unbroken. and incapable of being. abrogated: | It.is the. 


discovery. and. propagation : of truth : which . ought: to 
engage the attention of man, and call forth the: power: 
fal activity of his mind. 

The nature of -ancient institutions, pe of forth 
ing a. reason against the: activity of. mind, “should: ‘be 


NW. 
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considered as constituting a double stimulus ; these 


institutions are such a complete abandonment of every . 


just and. correct principle ; they have been. so destruc- 
tive in their operation and effects, that nothing but: the 
strong and energetic movement of the: human .under- 
; standing will be capable of subverting them. The 
| whole earth has been made the wretched abode of 
; ignorance and misery ; and to priests and tyrants these 
: dreadful effects are to be attributed. These are the 


| privileged monsters who have subjugated the earth,. 


: destroyed the peace and industry of society, and com- 
. mitted the most atrocious of all robberies ; that which 
has robbed human nature of its intellectual property, 
| leaving all in a state of waste and barrenness. Moses, 
Zoroaster, Jesus, and Mahomet, are names celebrated 
in history ; but what are they celebrated for? Have 
their institutions softened the savage ferocity of man ? 
have they developed a clear system of principle, either 
moral, scientific; or philosophical?: Have they encou- 
raged the free and unqualified, operation of intellect, 
or, rather, by their institutions, has not a gloom been 
thrown over the clearest subjects, and their examination 
prohibitéd under the severest penalties? The succes- 
sors and followers of these men have adhered to the 
| destructive lessons of.their masters with undeviating 
-| tenacity. This has formed. one of the most: powerful 
J obstacles to the progress of improvement, and still 
: threatens, with eternal damnation, that man who shall 
‘call in question the truth of their dogmas, or the 
divinity of their systems. . : : 
The political tyranny of the earth coalesced. with 


this ` phalanx of religious despots, and the love of | 


A scienee and of virtue was nearly banished from the 
world. Twelve centuries of moral and political dark- 


| ness, in which Europe was involved, had nearly com- ` 


| pleted the destruction of human dignity, and every 
;| thing valuable or ornamental in the character of man. 


3 During this long and doleful night of ignorance, . 


‘slavery, and superstition, Chiistianity reigned trium- 


V9 NN. 
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phant ; ; its doctrines. and: divinity- "were not called in 
question.» The:power ‘of. the ‘Pope; the clergy; and | 
the church, were’ omnipotent ; nothing’ could restrain \ 
their: phrenzy, ‘nothing: ‘could’ control the “cruelty ‘of | 
their’ fanaticism ; ‘with’ “mad: ‘enthusiasm they ‘set ^on | . 


foot the-móst bloody and terrific 'erusadés; the object 
of which was to recover from infidels the Holy Land. 


Seven hundred thousand men are said to have ‘perished j 
inthe tworfirst expeditions; which had been thus eom | 
menced and carried on by the pious zeal of the Christian / 


Church; and. in” the’ total amount; ^ several millions 


were’ found numbered with the dead: the awful effeets | 
of: religious: fanaticism presuming” upon "tlie aid’ ‘of | 
heaven. -Itowas then that man lost alb his’ dignity, i 


and ;sunk to “the "condition ‘ofa “brute; it ‘was then 


that iritellect received: à deadly blow; from which’ it / 
did not recover: till the fifteenth century.” "From that | 


time to the’ present; the” progress of knowledge lias 
been .constantly “accelerated; independence* of mind 


has been asserted, and opposing obstacles havé-béén - 
gradually diminished. The church'has resigned a part ` 


of her power, the better to retain the remainder ; ci- 


vil tyranny has been shaken to its centre in both hemis- i 


pheres ; the malignity of superstition. is abating, and 


every species of quackery, imposture, and imposition, | 
are yielding to the light and power of science. An ` 
awful contest has commenced, which must terminate in ( 
the destruction of thrones dud civil despotism ; ; in.tlie | 
annihilation of ecclesiastical pride and domination ; =i 


OF,” On: the other hand, intel ct, Science, “and manly 


virtue,’ will: be crushed. iri o ‘general ruin, and’ the | 
` world will retrograde towards * a state of ignóranée; bar) 
bafis, and* misery. 'Tlie latter ‘however is an’ event 
rendered almost: ‘impossible by the discovery of: the art 
" Peneral - 


of printing; by- -the expansion ‘of: mind, and the’ 
atigmentation c of knowledge. hurch and: Bitte sty 
unite © to foim. an: Jasurmounta v^ ‘arri | 
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) that the guarantee for. moral and political emancipation 
Ais already deposited in. the archives of every school and - 
(college, andi nthe. mind of “every. cultivated and: en- 
Jlightened man of all countries. It will. henceforth be 
a vain and fruitless attempt to reduce the- earth to: that 
] state. of slavery of which. the history of: former’ ages 
' has furnished such an awful picture. : The crimes of 
` ecclesiastical despots are still corroding upon ‘the very 
vitals of human society ; the severities : of” civil power 
. will never. be forgotten. The- ‘destructive: influence of 
ancient: institutions: will-teach us to seek: iù nature and 
\ the knowledge of -her laws, for:the. discovery -of those 
principles. whose operation alone can . emancipate- the 
world from: dreadful bondage. If in: the: succeeding 
chapters: we shall be -able to destroy any : considerable 
portion -of human errors, and establish some solid truths; 
our labours will bear a relation tothe. progressive: im- 
provement of the human race, which, to intelligent 
minds, is of -all considerations the most beneficial. and 
important. : 


a 


CHAP. II. 


-THEOLOGY AND ITS EFFECTS. 

"Tur impressions that are made on the human mind 
by. the awful and tremendous powers of nature; have 
| £lled it.with terror and astonishment. .If-by a labo- 
\ rious investigation of the universe, and. the: laws by 
! which it is regulated ; if by. an examination | of our 
own. ‘constitution and. the refined properties. of; our 

existence ; if from a view. ofthe moral. and. physical 
1 world, in.the aggregate, we are led to the idea of ..sim- 
| ple "Theism. including. all possible: perfection.;: it, will ` 
4 nevertheless, be found, substantially: true, that with all 

savage: nations, and even "ih the mass of the- people 
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-in civilized countries; that no such sublime conception j 
has-ever formed: any part of their.systems of theology. ' 
Rude, immoral, and’ incoherent’ opinions .have:been | 
heaped together. upon this subject, and gods innumera- | 
-ble have: been fabricated “by a distempered:.and disor- | 
dered imagination. tis only with: those who have 
made some: progress in. science, that any. clear. p cor- | 


"nm 
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rect ideas of theology-have been found; the Ggd of : 
Ignorance ‘has:-always been an : sislmmotal:: mønster; 
whose. attributes ‘spread terror through. : the whole ani- 
mal world. The power of. thought, ‘directed’ to. the 
examination of the laws of nature; or to thescience of 
ontology, is pressed" by-an -ultimate.. necessity to- ‘the 
admission of an-immortal principle;:.to the’ faint con- 
ception of an eternal Being, whose perfectionis" gua: 
rantee the existence and harmony. of the universe. 
The.essence of such a Being: is: inconceivable; “and 
that mind which has-no: doubt on the: reality of the 
case, is, nevertheless, incofnpetent.to the discovery-of . 
mode, manner, or place of residence." If the material 
world.be: excluded: from: constituting any share ih the 
essence of such a Being, the refinements and specula- 
tions will afterwards become ‘extremely: subtle,’ ‘and 
conception will, perhaps, . be nearly. lost. mm: the 'spi- , 
rituality of the subject... The principle of causation 
is, of all: others,:the most difficult of examination; be-\ 
cause it-ineludes the' idea of'an infinite. series im ¢ 
which tlie.last-pointat which the mind arrives ‘pre: | 
sents a-new difficulty not less than: the former, and. in- Y 
volving the idea of eternal progression. ` Metaphysical ( 
reasoning: -on- the subject is, :however,. reserved: to: 
occupy-:a. place “near the ‘close of: this Work;: where | 
Theism. and its*combatants will- receive’: a: ‘stiifablé. 
share of reflection... At present it is sufficient-that we . 
refer the universe,. its laws, and order, to:the: divinity, 
of thought emanating from the most. perfect : “ofall. 
beings. : Tt“ has: been a great question; how: farithe LIA 
principle. of theology:affects the principle and: practice 4. `y 
of virtue. . It can be matter of no MRNA n: the fins ES 
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| place, that a corrupt- and. vitiáted theology. hai . ever 
been the: bane. of morality,: and: prodüced: effects «of . 
-the most. destructive and detestable nature». - A h infi- 
nite. Being,- clothed with ‘immoral: attributes, abd yet 
made. an: object of. worship and affection, will: indubi- 
‘ tably pervert the finest sensations of tlie human heart; 
and render savage and ferocious:the character of nian: 
: This is not:conjecture, it is verified by facts ; the his- 
` tory. of all. churches proves it :beyond: contradiction: 
At is natural. to expect such ari: effect ; the Being:that 
is worshipped: is presented.as a pattern, and'to imitate . 
his properties is declared to. be :an essential duty.. . If 
such: a Being. commit murder, or.at any time gives 
orders. to the:human race to perform: such cruel act; 


the order once given is:the signal for military assassi- ——— 


nation, national vengeance, or.the exercise of domestic 
resentment. The. world ‘becomes: a field of blood, 
and man is: slaughtered in: the: name. of. Heaven: 
From the introduction of. Christianity: into the world 
to the present moment, there is: scarcely -a single war 
“that has taken. place.in Europe but what has: verified 
this opinion. "The church:has always been in danger; 
it is in danger still, and always will be; so long as there 
shall be found on éarth a single privileged impostor; to 
sound in. the name:of. Heaven, thé trumpet of alarm 
among the. nations. of the world. ‘Fhe purest ideas of 
the Divinity are:necessary for the corréct. operation. of * 
the moral: powers. of :man;. there cannot remain a:sha- 
dow of doubt, when:recourse is:made:to the history:of — 

/ the Jews ‘and Christians, that the:god or. gods whom 
‘\ they. have .adored. have. ‘produced “dn unfavourable- 
effect. upon their moral temperament: and: habits; - ‘The 
Jewish: god is denominated’ a god: of’ vengeance, 
wrath, and fury.. He gives commands for the indis- 
criminate massacre of men,:women,. and children; de= 
* *| elaring that not a soul should be left alive. -The:God 
| of the Jews: is inherited by the Christians; with addi- - 

| tiorial specimens of injusticė and immorality: “An 
A imfinite and eternal Son, equal to himself, becomes the 
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object of his. wrath, and. on him with. unrelenting | 
severity he :wreaks his terrible vengeance... This awful V 
and immoral action is considered in:theé view ‘of tlie / 
Christian believer, as an excellent-preparatory step to |: 
the exercise. of gratitude, and the overtlowinps of filial |. 
affections. . When man makes to himself gods: of such | 
a character, it were far better that.he had been desti: | 
tute of all theological opinions, :or that his’ adoration 
should have been offered to that. resplendent luminary |. 
that enlightens the. world,..and vivifies the productions 
of the earth. The principle. of::morality. is founded in 
the nature. of man, and modified ‘by his reciprocal /. 
relations ;: this principle cannot be augmented 'in its |- 
force or application. by a reference to.those barbarous | 
phantoms and incongruous beings which the theology (. 
of:the Jews and Christians, as. well’ as. all savage | 
ja iri has presented to view. . Individuals’ and /. 
nations will always be wicked .so long as they adore a (, 
divinity of loose and immoral character. “Theology \ 
must first. be rendered pure, and then it will become a | 
question. of magnitude, what influential relation it | 
bears to the:science of morality and happiness of. thé 
world. . n | 


CHAP.. IIT. | 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. ` E 

. BELIEVERS in the Christian system of religion'üfe | ^ 
seldom: aware of: the difficulties into which their thes ]- 
logical. theories have. plunged them. They afe dá |. 
habits:of bestowing.on this religion the most ünqualis | 
fied applause, :and-in: most cases, no- doubt, the mos 
sincere approbation; but . the: errors ‘and: absurdities, / 
the immorality.. and the. incorrecthéss’ of: prificiple; |. 
have never. made: any. serious: inipression- upon: thet: |: 


m 


yj: 


»| vented the activity of thoug 
| of truth: Names have assumed a weight and autho- 
| rity, which in reality does not belong to them. The 
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| minds. The dreadful idea of opposing. that which 


has been called: divine, strikes with. terror the unin=. 
structed mind;. and ignorance feeds. the ecclesiastical 
deception. Ignorance is: an excellent friend to an-an- 


cient: system Of error, to the church and the different | - 


projects by which mankind have ‘been. enslaved.. If 


you can once persuade a man that he is totally: igno- 
rant Of the subject on which you are about to dis- 
course, you can make him believe any thing.. Impo- 
‘sitions of this kind are furnished by every day's ež- 
monly the first to applaud the instrument of. his ruin. 

Nothing can be more true, nothing more certain, or 
important, than that man owes to himself due respect, 


that his intellect 1s an object of veneration, and its re- 
sultinterwoven with the best interests of human  so- 


' ciety. The distorted exhibitions of imaginary beings 


contained in all ancient theology, ought to excite 


| within us a'strong' desire to discover. truth, and re- 


claim the dignity which nature gave to man. Fanati- 
cism, when armed with the artillery of. Heaven, ought 


not to be perinitted to shake the throne or empire of. 


reason ; the base is immortal, and the superstructure 


will be augmented in beauty and excellence, -in pro- 


portion to the progress of knowledge and the destruc- 


\ tion of religious bigotry. It is remarkable, that with 


many, honest minds the en eld of intellectualin- 


| dependence has never been realized, and fear has pre- 


t and the developement 


church and its maxims have been reyered.;. subordinate 


| agents of the Creator have produced universal. trepida- 


tion; the Devil has broke’ into the -felicity of the 


| moral world, and: God himself, even with the Christian 
( church, is, an object of terror and dismay.. These sub- 
| jects carry along with them the most dreadful alarm, 


and man, amidst the reveries of supernatural theology, 


.| becomes either feeble or foolish, his power relaxed, his 
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energy is gone, and he sinks: beneath TC system: of. | 
fear, which it is the office of cultivated reason alone to | 
destroy: Such are the fatal effects of all theology, - 
but more particularly of that: which is. denominated 

Christian. The Christian world worships three infi- 
nite Gods, and one omniscient and omnipresent Devil. - 
This last being i is an object rather.of terror and fright- ]. 
ful apprehénsion, than of worship and adoration ; but 

as he isielothed with nearly: all the attribütes which 
this'systefh of religion has ‘ascribed to its divinity, or 
—€— and as the latter is also ei Sad dii the 


1 These assertions have ae objected to as incorrect by some be, 5 
lievers who read the first edition of this work. The explanatory ^ 
and: ‘qualifying remarks which follow this’ phrase in the text, ought 
to have silenced objections of this kind; but there are other Senp-: 
tural considerations. which will. abundantly, destroy the force: of the — 
objection. God is represented. as a being of wrath, vengeance, and = 
fury—so also is the Devil! “The worship 4 of God consists in a very © 
high degree in the sentiment of. fear.: The’ fear of the Lord ‘is'the : 
beginning of wisdom, fear God- and: keep his commandments, '£c,' 
Christian believers are also most terribly afraid of the Devil ; if.the 
sentiment of fear be worship in the one case, why should it not be, 
so considered in the other case? ^ But this is not all; the description. 
given of these two beings in Holy | Writ, is so ‘perfectly similar, that 
believers, in order to be consistent,’ ‘ought to include them both as: - 
objects of ‘worship. Speaking of God,. the Scriptures say, He was. Y. 
unto me as a Bear lying in wait, and as a Lion ‘in: secret places, 
Lam. iii. 10; "And of the Devil, He goeth about like a roaring 
Lion, seeking whom he may: devour. 1 Peter v. 8. ^ The only dis-' 
tinction here is, that the one was a roaring lion, and the. other did: 
not roar; bnt this: deficiency is made up by. coupling. with; the still _ 
lion ‘a’ still bear also; for these two’ put together would probably. be 
about equal, in point of terror, to the roaring lion: “When Christian’ 
believers ‘are so inconsistent as to worship these: immoral! monsters; > : 
or either of: them, they ought to cease to.charge others with lies and! ~- 
blasphemies. As to the first part of the phrase; ‘Chat the Christian: TR 
world worships three infinite Gods—this is certainly true, and de- x 
monstrated' by “the single” "consideration, that they; attribute infinit 
perfection to: each: person in: the’ Trinity. "The ‘unintelligible uhion ; 
of these three persons cannot destroy in any degree whatever;: tlie: 
infinite perfection. ascribed to.each;-it therefore remains true, thate 
the Christian. world really worship three infinite Gods, or. infinite $ 

‘persons, which is exactly the same thing. — 
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awful qualities of wrath and vengeance, it wauld be 
difficult to offer any good reason. why the one should 
be entitled, an ux view of the Christian pide er to 
is SO NN E a Mec ars M of aa. : But whe. 
ther Christian theology répresents the Devil. as an ob- 


“a ject of : worship. or only of fear, it is nevertheless -cer- 


‘tain, that. he i$'a very important and essential character 
In the drama therein acted. -He holds a. prominent 
:and conspicuous place in this wonderful system of 
mythology, and.his destruction: would go far to the 
‘ruin of the scheme itself. There are many other 
| subordinate. agents, who are actors in-the-Christian 
| Scenes, such as angels, ghosts, and witches; these, 
however, are not considered as objects of adoration, 
but are only. to be treated with that degree of civility - 
| and respect, to which their station in this celestial and 
| mythological diee may ` justly entitle them. 
This riis group rods, devils, angels. hosts, 


Fil addressed with prayers: and Nerio id and 
to her, also,” divine honours: are ‘paid, - - 

"Next to the absurdity of tlie leading’ idea dotted 
in the nature of this theological. system, is that branch 
of-it which violates all the rules -of arithmetical : calcu- 
lation; and mathematical’ proportion ;. ‘that which“ vio- 
lates all ideas of common’ sense and common under- 
standing, the awful doctrine of the. Trinity. ‘The Fa- 

‘ther is.God, the Son is God; and the Holy ly Ghosts 
. God; and yet there are not Three Góds, but One God. 
_ The. Father is Almighty, the San, is Almighty, and the : 

; Holy c Ghost is a al yet there are net. three Al- 


a 
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fuighties, but one Almighty.! The essence of this doc- 
trine is, that there is but one infinite and. perfect being, 
yet there are three infinite and. perfect beings. : When 
the Christian. is; asked: how many Gods there are, he 
will answef, there i is but one. ‘If the i inquiry ‘be made; 
how many persons this: God -is divided’ into, the 
` answer is, three; but to each of. these: three persons 


all possible perfection i is attributed, and yet’ ina cõmi 


pound. state, the whole mass of perfeetion® ‘continues 
the'same. Let this doctrine be subjected to rational 


investigation, and its absurdity and contradiction must _ 
strike with ‘astonishment every correct mind. There | 


cannot possibly exist in nature more than one infinite, 


eternal, and perfect being ; one infinity swallows. up `; 
all others, and it is impossible to add tó that which is ' 


ud 


"S 


already as great as it can be. If God the Father pos- | 


sesses all possible excellence, if he:be infinite in extent; 
infinite in duration, there can be no space or time in 
which any other infinite being could possibly exist. 
Two infinities must either coincide ‘and. coalesce, and 
then they would become one, or they would destroy 


each other. If the Father is possessed of infinite’ wis-. 


dom, such attribute cannot belong either to the Son, or 
to the Holy Ghost ; if the Son, the second person, posw 


sessed such infinite wisdom, -it would operate as a dis- «: 


franchisement of the other two; the same will apply t to 


the Holy Ghost, in exclusion of his competitors ; 


there can be but one infinite ; a double infinite isa- 


double absurdity, and the’ Trinitarian idea is incongrü- - 


ous' and’ impossible.. ` If the assertion" be: made, that ^" 


one is equal to three, and that three are no more than. 
one, all numerical distinction is totally destroyed; "and. 
man consents to become a foo! upon the plainest points? 


Trinitarian declarations 'aré direct contradictions ^ to`- 


each other; the part is as. great as the ` whole, and: the 


ESSES 


whole i is no greater than the part 5 three. infinites pe 


See St. Athanasius's Creed, 


18 PRINCIPLES OF NATURE. 


together make only one, and the destruction of two of 
them does not, diminish the mass: of existence or per- 
fection. If facts did not stare us in the face, we should 
never have believed that it was in the power of super- 
.} stition to have- perverted. in so gross a manner. the 
; human understanding. ' In all the common: concerns 
‘and calculations of human life, Christians themselves, 
practically declare, that they do not believe in the 
doctrine of the Trinity. In these concerns, they 
would be very unwilling that a part should. be con- 
sidered as equal to the whole, or that the whole should 
be estimated no higher than the part ; they would not 
consent to destroy all numerical distinction, nor would 
they be willing to annihilate the just ideas of discrimi — . 
nation, by which théir interest is supported ; but : 
although in common life they would reject all this, yet 
in theology the nature of things is stripped of its true - 
: character, and every species of just distinction is per- 
verted or destroyed. This doctrine of the Trinity, 
Christianity has borrowed from the ancient heathen 
ideas, and the church has incorporated it for the pur- 
poses of mystery and ecclesiastical imposition. It was - 
found among the reveries of Plato, and being trans- 
ferred to the ‘followers of J esus, :it has appeared under 
the modification, and with the names of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Thus modified, it. became the foun- 
dation of a cruel and ferocious dogma, .that eternal 
damnation shouldbe the portion of him who called 
in question this holy mystery. -The spirit of this trini- 
tarian opinion has diffused itself through several other 
parts of the Christian system, and the idea of an 
atonement i is not the least shocking amongst the: con- 
sequences that are to.be.ascribed to this theological 
absurdity. The.followers of the Son of Mery. boast 
of the purity of their theistical doctrine ; but a candid 
examination of ‘it proves, that it is nothing more . than 
a modification of the mythological opinions of all an- 
cient and barbarous nations. 


"æ ` 


have not ‘paid a very high’ eompliment to their master, ` 
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E CHAP. IV. 


"THE BIBLE, OR THE SACRED WRITINGS‘OF THE JEWS AND 
‘CHRISTIANS. 


AmoncG all nations that have pli: to any kind |. 
of literary improvement, there have always been fcund ( 
ambitious, designing, and fanatic men, who are im- 
pelled by one or the other of these considerations to | 
become leaders or influential. characters among the | 
beings who ‘surrounded them. Superiority: of talents 
or improvements, constituted. a ground of hope and [ 
strong belief, that they should succeed in an attempt | 
of this kind, "Advantage was taken of human igno- |. 
rance, and the most destructive and erroneous plans | | 
were introduced and established by length of time and |>- 
the forcé of authority. In nations not at all, or very 
little improved, tradition has supplied the' place of |; 
sacred writings, and they have been equally the dupes | 
of those unprincipled chieftains who have assumed 
authority over them. Moses and Mahomet overned 
their followers with _¢ a rod of 1 


“with” power,” f. 


for the history of their conduct evinces the most. malig- | 
nant design, and the earth’ has been drenched in blood; }. 
to defend that: system: of religion, of which the’ meek. Ta 
and lowly Jesus is reputed to be the author; ^ 27 - 


"The en religion is a compound: and combi | 


-AN 


4 
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) "Testament. From Genesis to the Apocalypse of St, 


John, a vast variety of fact, fable, principle sisted ame 
and error is exhibited to view. The book, though 


| bound together, appears to be in many respects dis- 
: cordant ; the historical part has no accurate connexion ; ~ - 
.the moral part is distorted, deficient, or wicked ; the 


doctrinal parts are either unintelligible, or contrary 


| to moral ‘and philosophical truth. . These positions 


shall be proved in the course of the examination of 


- these sacred writings ; it is sufficient for the present 


£hat the consideration which relates to the origin and 
nature of such productions, should form the "basis of 
our inquiry.. It is because man has forgotten the dig; 


; nity of his nature ; it is because he does not realize the 


force of his faculties; that he consents to yield to the 


( impositions of superstition. What is'a.boók, whether 


it be denominated sacred or not, unless the. . human 


mind is capable of discovering the evidence by which 


the truth of such book can be substantiated ? - The 


“Bible, which means nothing more than a book book ; the 


scriptures of the Old -and New ‘Testaments, v which 
means nothing more than the heterogeneons. writings 


contained i in the former, and the incoherent and unin- - 
. telligible will of various beings contained in the latter; - 


What are all these to the,correct decisions of human 
intellect, .unless the matter therein contained can be 
collated ‘with the immortal principles of truth i in the 


. system of nature? i 
. The title page of the Bible subjects it toa strong 
suspicion of fraud and deception, of error, alteration, | 


and absurdity. It is as follows, and ought to. be 
examined :. The Holy Bible, containing the Old and 
New Testaments, translated out of the original tongues, 


and with the  fenmer translations, diligently. compared . 


and revised, by his | Majesty's special « command. Ap- 
pointed ‘to be read in ghurches, - The title-page of this 


| book, which for many centuries das been. the rule. of 


faith and action in the Christian world, ‘is of itself. suf- 
ficient to destroy its supernatural € origin and divine 
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authority. It is to be observed, that the book in the 
first. place was denominated holy; but its holiness and 
divinity are both destroyed be ore we get through the 
title page. It.is a well known fact, that this book was 


not written at first in the English language,. but in 


Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; that it has been. trans. 
lated; out of these languages into English; and the 


believer who understands no: language but English, rests |. 


his faith upon the knowledge and integrity of the trans- 
lators alone. He cannot tell whether these men ‘were 
either scientific or honest, and consequently he does not 
know whether he believes what was really contained in 


the original writingsor not, Hecannotdetermine whe- . 


ther the sentiments which have drawn forth theaffections 
“of his heart, have really emanated..from God, or pro: 
ceeded from the mind of man ; he cannot tell whether 
the supposed truths of the gospel are the result of hu- 
man or.divine power, If thé sentiments and-the .doc- 
trines be consistent with the nature of things, he may, 
on this account, pronounce them true; but they are 
true because they are consistent, and not because they 
have been revealed. . This single consideration, that 
the English believer knows nothing of the original state 
of: the Bible, is of. itself sufficient to annihilate all his 


confidence. But this is not all ;-this book is said. to 
be given by divine inspirafion ; but i is it possible - that 


inspiration can be either transferred, translated, altered; 


or revised ? Certainly the very. nature of. the thing | 


forbids it, If the scriptures be given. by divine i inspl- 
ration, their contents must be communicated to certain 


individuals by supernatural power. These: individuals: 


' had no such power to transfer to other individuals: with: 
the same force of authority, the celestial information: 
which they had received. - ‘If it were. binding. ou: the: 


first persons who received it, it could not be equally só: | 


upon,” the second,. for the. nature and force . of: the:com= | |. 


munications. were essentially. destroyed. ;: Thefirat power: E 
that. [ asipiasie was divine; the second was: Pneu 
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and fallacious. If it were therefore to be admitted 
that any human beings were ever inspired, it would 
not follow that the result of that inspiration could be 
communicated with certitude or divine authority to 
any other minds. ‘ The idea of transferring celestial | 
information received by supernatural means, is absurd 
and impossible; it is as impossible as that man could - 
become a God, and exercise the attributes. of the Di- 
vinity. The idea of translating a supernatural system 
of religion, is equally incorrect. ‘The readers of such a 
system, even in the originallanguages, could not know 
that the things therein contained were inspired by God 
himself, if those few be accepted- who: were supposed 
to be.the recipients of such sacred instruction ;- much 
less could the reader in subsequent ages be assured of 
the truth or validity of such translated. doctrines. To 
render this system correct, and keep up the chain of 
divine connexion, it is ‘not only necessary that the 
first prophets and apostles should have been inspired; 
but that all the translators, transéribers, printers, and 
printers’ boys, should have been inspired also. - In defi- 
ciency of such arrangement, the Christian believer at 
'the present day must be uncertain whether he believes 
im holy "writ, or the imaginary. conceptions and wild 
reveries of the human understanding. If inspiration 
be a thing founded in truth, there can be no occasion 
to alter or revise it. Itis defect alone that creates the 
necessity of alteration and revision. If, therefore, the 
“Bible was right at first, every alteration is a deviation 
from that rectitude ; and, consequently, in proportion 
as. the ‘scriptures have been altered and revised in 
modern:times,7the Christian believer has- been led 
astray’; he hás not believed in the real and true word 
of God. If the scripture was wrong at first, the faith of 
the primitive Christian was nothing more than a delu- . 
sive error ; in either of these cases we: are thrown into 
a dilemma, from. which clerical.ingenuity alone will 
be able to extricate us. - The last resort ‘of the believer, 
must be to the autiregity and command of his’ Majesty, 


ss 


the truth. or Wsipchaod: of these: declarations. "This 


{ 
Li 
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who has kindly interfered. for the purpose of rendering : 
divine and holy, a book, whose indecency.and im- : 


morality: shocks: all.common sense and common . 
honesty; T m y 


. CHAP. Y. 


ORIGINAL'SIN, ATONEMENT, FAITH, &c. A CHRISTMAS DIS. 
COURSE, DELIVERED IN NEW YORK, DEC. 1796. 


Tuis, my friends, we are told is Christmas-day ; | 
add while the pious and learned divines of all.Chris- - 
tendom are extolling the beauties, the excellencies, | 
and the divinity of the Christian religion; while its | 
doctrines are represented as the most pure and celestial, 
its morality exalted above that of any other- ethical [ 


treatise, and the goodness of the Creator represented \ 


as demanding the most -unreserved gratitude, and the 

highest. affection of. the human heart: while this ab- / 
surd and cruel system is every where held up to admi- \. 
ration, as containing the height of divine perfection and 
the most unbounded displays. of infinite benevolence ;. 
while an ignorant and astonished world are, called upon 
to yield. an. unqualified credence to the mysterious 
dogmas of this mysterious religion ; while, in a word, | 
the thundering voice of the Christian . world is pro- . 
claiming tothe elect few the joys which are reserved-as / 
their. unfailing. portion,. and damnation :to the many “ 
who are unfortunately destitute of what they call saving | 
and. supernatural faith ; be it our task to inquire. into | 


inquiry shall be made without reference to any. other 


principle than that.of truth, or any. other. effect than | 


that. of: the. happiness of. mankind. Elevated: in: our} 
conceptions above every possible consideration: result ` 1 
ing from hope. or idr, ‘and havings¢rath alone for on: 
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4 object, we'shall proceed to an unreserved examinatiorf 
4 of this so. much: celebrated system:of religion; called 
4) Christianit» 


-in the 


..> The world has. been -so> lon 


‘believing. it to be true, that the mind seems |, 


“to have lost all traces of independent investigation ; a |; 
mental stupidity Has taken possession: of the human | ' 


culties, and libera qun 3, 
| tex ot clerical authority. general torpor has reigned 


for ages past, and it js now time to throw in our aid, 
to awaken the mentdl energy of intelligent. beings. > - 
Let us proceed, then, to an unprejudiced discussion of 
the subject ; and in order to do this with perspicuity, 
the following method shall be observed :— 
: ist. We shall make some remarks concerning. Jesus 
Christ. + qoe M 
2dly. We shall consider the doctrines-of- the. Chris- 
tian religion. -— cy p 
. Sdly. The morality of this religion. : 
4thly.. The effects of the introduction of Christianity 
into the world. i c NC 
With respect to the. first proposition, we ‘may .ob-. 
serve, that among other strange and’ marvellous things 


fJ eontained in this scheme of religion, the. conception 
~ of, Jesus Christ. is very singular and unnatural ; he is: 
N,ushered into the world in a manner neither credible 
| nor:cognizable by the human mind ; he has a mother, 
/ it is true, but he has no father ; for although the lineal 
-descent is traced through many generations. down. to 


| the person who ought to have been his father, 'yet the 
chain. is here broken, and he.is:said: to have: been: bé- 


j] gotten bya ghost. ‘To what purpose is this: genealogy 
- given, when the lineal.descent is to be wholly:destroyed- 
nthe. conclusion of:the scene? And after: having 
| destroyed:.it,. and ascribed the conception to an un- 7 
-| known phantom, called the Holy Ghost, he is then - 
. said to: be the eternal Son of the Father, that is; of the 
© Creator and’ Preserver of the universe: - If he. is the 
. X enly-begotten Son of the Father, -how can ` he. be the 
. Son of the Holy Ghost? And if he was really be~ 


^ 
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götten by this Ghost, what had the Father to do with 


this scene of debauchery ? ? At any rate, what con- | 


ception can the human mind form of this absurd and 


contradictory representation? This cl ld; when born, | 
is supernatu- 


appears to be a human being, and ye 
rally begotten by: two supernatural fathers, and he is 
as old as either of them. Sophistry and folly united 
cannot exhibit a greater specimen jf 
irrationality. This. story of. the virgi 
to.say. no more of it, does not wear t 
much religion; and it would not, itis presumed, be 
difficult in any age or country, to find a sufficient 


number of men who would pretend to be ghosts, if by .| 


such pretensions they could obtain similar favours; 


‘especially with the consoling reflection superadded,; of 


Nonsense and | 
) and the ghost; P 
he appearance of |: 


becoming the progenitors of the pretended Saviour of |. . -. 
a wicked and apostate world. How absurd and cons | ~ 


tradictory are the principles and- the doctrines of tliis 


religion! -In vain do its advocates attempt to cover |. - 
this transaction with the mac ery 0 g osts and . 
1) supernatural agents. - he simple tru 13, that their 


—s an eir hopes of salvation through him rest on | 
O better pee Samaa than that of — or AO 


ble purpose has been effected by it? There has. bé 3 | 
none, either in his conception, his birth; his life; jor his |- 


Pd 
vli 


A 


death, unless the horrid cruelties, the murderous wasi. 


. and devastations, which have disgraced the annals of] 
the Christian world, can be considered as blessings to^. 

mankind. . In every moral point: of view, the world |. 
is infinitely worse, and so far as relates to. their-feli- |- 
city, we may boldly assert, that. wretchedness. has been | : 
increased ; yet this was the man who was to du:away | 


sin, and briag i in an everlasting righteousness ; ‘this was 


the source whence innumerable benefits were. eto be des | X 
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J rived ; but, alast wickedness and misery have been the 
à continued an uniform result. . 

| But to proiéed.-—What was the conduct of this: 
; person, call PSUS” Christ? Was it like the conduct 
ike ‘that of an ignorant uninformed 
e conduct of divine wisdom; or that 
| |: distrustful apprehension? - If this: 
aman; Jesus Chi thad really entered:into .a' coalition’ 
| with’ the-Creatogipf the world, for the accomplishment 
i ‘pumposesélative to the happiness:of the 
e stipulation had been” well under- 


| human race; if t 


.| the business; if the intelligent Creator of the: world: 
‘| om his’ part, had asserted that’ there was‘ no other mode 
of producing the benefits intended) than by the death 
| of his only begotten Son, and the multiplicity of suf- 
| ferings and calamities which necessarily resulted from: 


the other hand, this pretended. Son.of God ‘was::ap- 
| prized of the unavoidable evils which were-connected 
with his mission ; if all the previous arrangements and 
subsequent eventshad: been well and clearly determined 
| between them; and if the whole had been directed. 
} by infinite. wisdom, : . power, and goodness, what ought 
| to have been the final effect of this splendid celestial 
: embassy ? . Ought we not to conclude, that the general 


| globe,:must have been the unavoidable: consequence ? 
| Are we not bound to suppose that a. plan of- operation 
| formed in the cabinet of eternal wisdom, must have 
_| answered all:the purposes which that wisdom was éal- 

culated to produce ? Instead of this, how wretchedly- 


; fears.of future damnation are increased. Three’ infi- 
“have not been :able-to rescue mankind from. endless 


: | torments: : But further, why was- not: this ‘ pretended 
€ Saviour exhibited to the world, the. nature . of his 


stood by the two contracting’ parties; in the: origin of. 


; > 
| so arduous and important an undertaking ; and if, om - 


| felicity. of. intelligent beings on the surface ‘of. the ` 


; are.we ‘disappointed ? vice is not destroyed, and the - 


| mite’Gods have laboured in.vain, and their united efforts ` 


Yi 


f 
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vschemé, and extensive benefits of his mission? Was 
he uninformed, .or was he. incapable of communicating | 
:to intelligent beings the .knowledge of -a plan on | 
which their eternal felicity : depended?» If,-as is pre- 
tended; he had been God-himself, -ar if she had been 
enlightened by :the -wisdom -of | the Creator, .no pro- 
gressive steps of science could be applicable.to his con- 
dition. - It-couldnot be necessary .for him.to go to af 
school or academy in order.to .learn.to read or write, 
and yet we have no evidence „that he was capable of | / 
either, and the .negative evidence. on this point is al- |» 7 
most conclusiyé, as to his want of common .informa- 
tion, To haye convinced, the world of his :superna-- 
tural conception and celestial mission,.he. ought to.have |: 
written a moral and theological treatise; n which:the | 
principles of his mission should, have been elucidated. 
in a manner jntelligible.to every living creature, inte- ; za 
;rested in.the,possession.of such knowledge. -But un-. 
fortunately for mankind; this has not.been -the case ;. 
all is doubt-—all'is uncertainty,; and we are left. to 
-depend on the opinions and. declarations of. others; 
| who seem to have known but little of the matter.” They. 
tell us an, unconnected and inconsistent story, : of. the 
conception,-the life; the death, and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ ;.but-they have no system, ahd.:their 
| developement of: moral principles . is partial. and, inac- 
cutate ; but the «concluding .scene of. his life. exhibits | 
some information worthy of our impartial ` attention. |. 
In his last moments he cries out, .** My.God, my God; |- 
why. hast thou. forsaken me What conclusion | is. i NI 
naturel to draw from this apii exclamation ?. P: P 5 


the. ti dte and on the supposition. that.. perde TRE 
originally a concerted: plan of execution. well- under. ` T" 
stood “by both the. parties, the fulfilment of it seems |- | 
here .to have been. relinquished, and. the beneficial’ EE 
effects annihilated. On the part of Jesus, it is. saying, S. 
EN have: been deceived i in this und ceti ai, I did not 
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expect that I should have'been forsaken in this hour of | 
| my greatest distress ; but I rested with confidence on 
eternal wisdom, for a timely escape from this wretched 
misfortune.” - On the part of the Father, there is a - 
i want of attention and support in this trying . hour, 
He forsakes his beloved Son; he gives him up.$o the 
| murderous fury of vindictive enemies; and neither 
the one nor the other of the parties exhibits that spirit 
of fortitude and constancy which might justly have 
A been expected on so” interesting an occasion. The 
jreflecting mind concludes, therefore, that the whole 
/ 1s but a fiction, and that no such stipulation ever took 
~ "|place between the man Jesus Chrisy and the Creator 
^. {of the world, ; S 
* We shall now proceed to an examination of the doc- 
trines of the Christian religion, and compare. them 
with the principles of a genuine and , natural-morality, 
the nature and character of man, and the perfections 
of the intelligent Creator of the universe,” If the 
founder of this religion was destitute of authority in 
his mission, the doctrines which are applicable to him 
will fall of course ; but so strong are the prejudices of 
mankind in favour of these doctrines, thiat it becomes. 
necessary to expose the immorality of them before we 
can expect that they will be relinquished. .."Fhe most 
important doctrines of this supposed 'eelestial scheme, 


Jofa man who lived six thousand years ago; a man - 


who, its advocates say, God created upright, -free 


~ NN UL 


: ut of a personal nature. Ina moral point: of view, 
the amiable or useful qualities of one man cannot be- 


‘come those . of another, neither can.the vices of. one | 


ferable t rough successive generations. ough none : 
3 "3 A 


“criminal before he has existed ? or,. 
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from every kind of impurity, and placed in a state of 
uniform happiness, with a strong natural propensity / 
to the practice of every virtue, and an equally strong | 
aversion to every vicious and: immoral principle; / 
created in the image of God himself, and possessing | 
an umqualified attachment to celestial purity and 
goodness. "This man, nevertheless, transgressed the 
divine law, and this solitary violation becomes. tem- 
porarily and eternally fatal to the human race. Moral 
Impurity assumes à new shape, and becomes trans-. 


under pain of eternal damnation. But truth: compels 

us to assert, that this doctrine, called- original sin, is, 
ïn the first place, totally impossible, and in the:second . 
place, that it is as immoral and unjust, as the Creator : 
is righteous and benevolent. The virtues and the | 


vices of intelligent beings are not of a transferable | 


be justifiably punished in the person of another. Every . 
man is accountable for himself; and when he can take | - 
no cognizance of the intentions or actions of any other | 
man, how can he be justly responsible for their injuri- 
ous effects,. or applauded for any benefits resulting | 
from them? If Adam or any other man, . who lived | 
several thousand years ago, was guilty of ‘any:immoral | 
conduct, what has that to do with the. moral condition. | 
of the present generation?” Is a man: to "become | 
Is he to be erimi- | 
nated afterwards; by the immoral conduct of-thosé ; 
Jong before him? Has not every man errors . 
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| enough of his own to ariswer for, without being imple 


cated in the ‘injurious consequences resulting from 


\ the bad conduct of his neighbour? ‘Shall there be ne 
J line of moral. precision, by which human beings can 
“'be tried, condemned, or acquitted? It-seems by the 
^ general tenor of this doctrine, that every rule of. moral 


precision is here totally disregarded, and setting aside 
the want of justice, the whole business wears a. far- 
cical and Judicrous appearance. This original evil so 
destructive to the human race, commenees by. the 


3 eating of what is called the forbidden fruit. Whether 
/ this fruit was'an apple, à peach, or an. orange, is not 
material for.us to know ; if it was either the one or 


the other of -these, and the fruit was good, there 


| could be no harm in eating it, and if bad, let him 
take the consequence whose ignorance or. temerity in- 


duced the action. But whether good or bad, whether 


eaten or not eaten, is nothing to us, and we are.neither 


worse nor better for reading this foolish story. The 
moral impurity of the heart can bear no possible rela. : 
tion to the criminality of Adam, or any other man o 


| that day..or generation. Let Adam, therefore, and 
JI his partner Eve,- together with the Devil and. his 
‘snakes, attend to their. own concerns, and if they 
' have fallen into difficulties by their own follies and 


vices, let them extricate themselves as well as they are 


| able. For myself, I have so much regard for all of 
| them, that I hope they will -not be. damned for ever. 
/ Fornotwithstanding much noise and clamour has been 
‘raised, I think that neither party was so bad as the 


pious ambassadors of Heaven havé represented them; 
The story is almost too foolish to deservé a serious exz 


amination. Let intelligent man study his own nature, 
| and.tlie passions of his heart, let him observe his relæ- 
ive condition and the springs of his action, and he will 


‘soon discern the causes of his calamity. He willifind 
that disorganization or physical death is an unavoida- 


P . || ble appendage of animal life. : That the very @opstruc- 


;||£ien..of his nature insures the certainty of a/ subse. 


an 


. ciple, bearing no-possible relation to Adam. By tem- 
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) 
quent derangement, and that the primary qualities of | 
all sensitive beings gradually lead to dissolution.:. No 
organic perfectibility of animal existence has been dis- Y 
covered yet, which is capable of excluding the antici- : 
pation of decay through the progressive operations of (: 
physical causes upon the constitution; and perfect Y 
morál rectitude, though it were capable. ‘of extending ; 
the period, could not give ultimate durability to beings 
organized like ourselves ; ; nevertheless, we are told 
that death* spiritual, temporal, and eternal, are the con- 
sequence of his primitive apostacy. By spiritual / 
death is meant moral turpitude of heart and character ; | - 
but this in many beings obtains but partially, : and. is: |- 
always-the effect of personal infraction of moral prin- 


poral death, is meant that death which experience 
teaches us to be the fate of every creature in the pre- 
sent world, and this death, though an essential ingre- 


dient in the constitution of nature, is -foolishly and /, B 


unphilosophically attributed.to the-sin of Adam.: If 
Adam, previous to -his supposed apostacy, had been 
thrown into a fire, or immersed in water, . would not 
one of these. elements have disorganized him; or the | 
other have drowned him? or would. he’ have returned | 
from these trials with. all the beauties of youth and. 
vivacity in his appearance ? If it be contended. that. 
he would, a constitution’ must then be attributed. to: 
him of which the human: mind can :form:no: concep- | 
tion.. If it be admitted that he must. have perished, 
temporal death can then no longer. be. attributed to the 
commission : of moral: evil; and it must be: acknow-" 
ledged as an-essential.:property of our. primary and’ 
physical. organization; and that death is as naturalas 
life in the ‘order of ‘the world.. By. eternal: death; is: ; 


-meant.a state of endless punishment ;: ;and.so: power="{ . | 


ful is the. influence -of this. ‘sin: of Adam ape athe 


+ h . 


docs 


1 See chapteron.Death.. pi B io o7 
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human race, that they all become liable to eternal tor- 
ments on this account. One would have supposed 
that after having: brought temporal death into the 
"world by this transgression, and after having corrupted | 
| every moral. principle of thé human heart, the con-. 
J trivers of the scheme might have been. contented, 
/ without. annexing to this crime any other fatal conse- 
` À quences ; but fanaticism and superstition delight in 
murder,. misery, and eternal fire ;:and to this flaming 
/ lake I wish them a speedy passage, never more to rise 
| to insult the dignity, or destroy the happiness of the 
human race. To punish the temporary and finite crimes 
of a finite life with eternal fire, would be to relinquish 
every principle of distributive justice, and to act like 
| an arbitrary. and malevolent tyrant. All the sins that , 
ever have been committed do not deserve this unlimited 
severity of. punishment ; and to attribute to one solitary 
infraction of a moral law these terrible consequences, - 
-is to lose sight of infinite benevolence and eternal jus-' 
tice. - It is to represent the God of Nature as cruel 
“Nand vindictive, and even less metciful than the majo- . 
| rity of his creatures ; it destroys all degrees in moral . 
turpitude, and inflicts on a petty offender a. punish- 
ment. not- merited by the ‘greatest criminal. ` It is 
| therefore evident that this original sin has not produced, . 
and that it could not produce, any of the consequences 
which have been attributed. to it, for death is one of 


Y y 


the physical:.properties of our nature. Vice is the 
result of individual . and personal infractions of moral- 

^ | law, and an efsrnal. Hell is a bugbear of superstition, 
/ "Y which has never answered, and never can answer, any 


valuable purpose even in preventing crimes. . - 

" : Another ‘important doctrine of the Christian reli- 
- gion is the atonement supposed to have been made by 
| the death and sufferings of the pretended Saviour of 
| the.world; and this is grounded upon principles as 
' regardless ‘of justice as the doctrine of original sin. 
| It exhibits a spectacle truly distressing: to the feelings 
iof a ` benevolent mind, it calls innocence and virtue 
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into a scene of suffering and reputed guilt, i in order to: | 
destroy the injurious effects of real vice. . It pretends (: 
to free the world from the fatal. effects of a primary | 
apostacy, by the sacrifice of an innocent being. Evil |. 
hes already. been introduced. into the world, and in | 
order. to.remove it, a fresh accumulation of crimes be. 
comes necessary... In plain terms, to destroy one evil, 
another "must. be. committed. To teach mankind |: 


virtue, they are. to be presented. with the example of | y 


murder ;. to render them happy, it is necessary to éx« 
hibit innocence. in distress ; to provide for them tlie 
Í joys | of. Heaven, pe icsi to be made their por- | 
tion on earth... To make them love one another, they 
must. be taught that.the Deity, regardless:of this prin- | 
ciple, voluntarily sacrificed-his only begotten. Son. In | 
fine, to. procure for intelligent beings thé happiness | 
suited to their nature, cruelty ‘and vindictive malice 
must be exhibited for their contemplation. This doc- | 
trine- aee in its. true colours contains neither | 
justice noyé tility. . „Its principle ` is vicious, and its Y 
consequences are not beneficial, . The reflecting mind 
which. views thé operation of. causes and their natural | 
effects, possesses. a; uice and accurate power of discri- | 
mination: ` Moral precision. is an: important object of | 
attention, and. although it traces the nature of the infi- 


nitely combined relations subsisting among beings of | - 


the same species, it cannot discern either the justice or 
the utility: of the relation which ‘suffering virtue can, | 
bear to thé destruction:of. moral evil. No connection ; 
can be discovered between tlie exclamations of expiring | 
innocence, - and: the ‘triumphant march of vice over an ` 
apostate world. -Does the ‘suffering of the- virtiious . 
man- destroy the. evil "habits or propensities óf. him 
who is vicious and abandoned, especially when: heis 
told that- these: sufferings are to. nami 
crimes? . ‘Can this induce: thé; mind to ‘exhibit any , 
efforts: wearing the appearance of. reformation? * Does | 
it not rather’ contribute to the practice of vice, from |.. 


te his own * 


the — that: the: pn and: effect must be sustained * É 


E 
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by another person? Yet.this is.the true ground. on 
- Which this scheme of atonement is promulgated. It 
).1s exhibited as a substitute for moral perfection. It 
_ teaches man’ that his own virtues are insufficient for 
ZA his felicity ; that the cultivation of his faculties, and 
} the discovery and practice of moral truth, can: never 
lead to.substantial happiness. This must be obtained 
| from the sufferings and expiring groans of the Deity 
himself. "But even on Christian principles, what use- 
ful purpose has this atonement answered? Though 
the believers of this religion have sacrificed the God 
of Nature to gratify their pride, have they by this 
i means accomplished, their end?: Have they .estab- 

lished a sure foundation for the destruction of moral 
.{ evil? Have they. insured permanent happiness to 
:| every intelligent being? No; this desirable end is not 
‘| completed. Sin, say they, is an infinite evil; Was 
} the atonement infinite? -Alas! “No; for. although 
| Jesus Christ, who suffered, was equal to God himself, 
"| yet all of them acknowledge that it was the human, 
, | Hot the divine nature that partook of this suffering. 
\ If, therefore, it was the human nature only that suf- 
|fered, this suffering could make only a finite atone- 
-/ ment, and if the sin was infinite, this atonement could 
| not reach its nature or destroy its effects; for to have 
; | done this, the atonement must have been commensu- 
{ rate with the evil'to be destroyed ;. but as. the one is. 
| finite and the other infinite, no relation could. have 
' |: subsisted between them, and no beneficial effect has 
1 been or can be produced from it. This „method. of 
. destroying evil is an unfortunate one ;. it is essentially 
unjust in its principles, and useless in its . effects ; it 
.;professes to sacrifice an infinite being, but it denies 
“the possibility of this.sacrifice producing any thing 
: more than: a finite atonement. If an atonement , was 
necessary, it ought to have been:as extensive and 
. complete in its nature as the offences intended to be 
„destroyed by its influence. But instead of this, every 
“thing is reversed. According to believers themselves, 


LI 


- 
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this atonement has not réached the condition of more.-§ 
than one-tenth part of the human race. The efforts of | 
Trinitarian wisdom have all failed, and notwittistand+” 
ing the pretended .good news of the Gospel, every 
living creature is destined to never-ending” torment. - 
The elect themselves are incapable of escaping eternal / 
damnation, for without.an’ atonement:they cannot be | 
saved, and the atonement that.has been made is: not 
equal to the crime committed. If, therefore, ' our 
hopes of salvation are to rest on this vicarious suffer- 
ing,” we shall be essentially disappointed; and endless | 
misery must be the lot of man. Priests and fanatics |. 
of the world! is this your :scheme of infinite benevo- /; 
lence? This your theme of divine eloquence ?- Is thi | 
the only way in which you can exhibit the ‘perfections | 
of your God; and adore his eternal. wisdom? Are: 


^ murder, carhage, and injustice, tlie objects - in which. 


^ 


4 


you delight? Have you lost all attachment to moral / 
virtue, all veneration for the dignity and faculties-of | 


your nature? Have you dismissed . all. respect- for: 


nature and for truth ? Will rou never learn wisdom 


you delight. to wa p 6j ]-supersti- 
tious man, look at ihe splendid. beauties of Nature, j 
look. at the vast machinery of: the universe, and: / 
through these thou mayest discover the intelligent: 


organizer. of the whole, perfect in all his’ attributes, | 
. and worthy of thy adoration. ; 


The nezt principle of discussion is, that. of Chris-: | 
tian faith ; and this among. the. believers of this reli- - 
gion. has been. considered as a great virtue,» But ‘is: 


this ‘substantially true? What is the. real. ‘meaning of - 


the word Faith? :ltis necessary to inquire concern= . 
ing its true definition, and from this, inquiry. we shalt - 


be able to draw -æ conclusion. whetlier or not the prin-- P " 


ciple of faith is meritorious. ‘Faith is an assent of: thé 


mind to the truth of a proposition . — ed b 


! 


38 .. PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, 
| dence. If the evidence adduced is sufficient to coti« 
| vince the mind, credence is the necessary result; if 


j) the evidence .be insufficient, belief becomes Impossi- 
. -n religion,. therefore, or in any other of 


'') evidence necessary to establish the truth of any pro- 
position, it will yield to the force and effect. of the 
: proofs which are produced ; if, on the other hand, the 
/ intelligence of man does not discern the necessary in- 
fluence of such evidence, infidelity will be the natural 
and unavoidable result.. Why then is the principle of 
/ faith considered: as a virtue? If a man beholds the 
sun in its meridian splendour, ard declares the truth of 
this exhibition, is he meritorious in making this ac- 
| knowledgment? If any truth in nature is well sub- 


or his senses, does he deserve credit for his mental ac- 
quiescence? No. Why then have the Christian 
world annexed to this principle of belief any degree 
of merit? Is necessary acquiescence a virtue? Does 
| man become entitled to praise for the acknowledgment 
of facts guaranteed by..his senses, or essentially sup- 
ported through the channel. of his. mental. faculties ? 
Does truth really exist in the system of nature ?. And 
is this truth discoverable by the ‘operations. of the 
human mind? And shall man, notwithstanding this, 
ürrogate to himself a high degree of importance, for 
the rejection of-the splendid testimonies which are 
exhibited for his contemplation? No ; after a full dis- 


NL 


and. unavoidable influence. When, therefore, . the 
Christian religion represents faith as being meritorious; 
itloses sight of the natural operations of the human 
| mind:; it betravs an ignorance of nature, and becomes 


tial arrangements. Yet.in this holy book we are told; 
7 that “ he that believeth not shall be damned." But 
| what.are we to believe? Are we to believe : that the 

Creator of. the universe is the parent and friend of the 


| concerns of life, if the mind discerns that quantum of. 


/ stantiated and supported’ by the testimony of his mind 


| play of evidence, the mind must yield to its necessary. - 


| censurable by its deviation from the primary and essen- | 


NS. 


~ 


'unwearied in: their attention to enlighten and inform | 


| eriminated Yor the. bad conduct of a person-who:lived |: 
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whole human race?’ Are we to believe that his wis- 
dom acts in-coincidence with general felicity, or ope- ; 
rates on the ground of universal happiness? Are we | 
to believe that the establishment. of general laws is | 
sufficient for the well-being of ‘intelligent: agents? Are | 
we to believe the vast machinery of the:utiiverse to be / 
under the guidance and:direction of eternal perfection? | 
Are we to believe that the primary ` ‘principles of our - 
nature are sufficient for our improvement and ultimate 
perfectibility ?- Are we to believe that the practice of | 
moral virtue is essentially connected. with the dignity 
and final improvement of the human species? Are. 
we to believe that the establishment of good laws, and | 
the exhibitions of moral energies, are essentially inter- | 
woven with the permanent happiness of sensitive crea- | 
tures? No! We are not permitted’ to: believe this. Ñ. 
What then is Christian belief? What are the dogmas ` 
and principles to which we are required to give an un- : 
qualified ‘credence? However painful it may: be to: 

declare it, they are of the following nature :—That the | 
great Creator of the world sacrificed his only-begotten | 
Son for the happiness of the human race; that hesent _ 
numerous prophets and apostles to teach and instruct i 
mankind; that they were charged with the disclosure 
of every species of celestial knowledge, relative to the 
future ‘felicity of intelligent beings; that they’ were 


the human race; that. they exhibited: every possible | 
effort ‘for . the” accomplishment of this desirable: end, - 
and all this to no valuable purpose; that man-is-to be 


6,000 years ago; that he'can be.made happy only by | 
a crucified: God’; that he can perform: no virtue. of 


himself; and yet, ‘that without being perfectly ‘holy, he 3 


cannot. be happy.; that he must give an unlimited:cre- | - 


dence to’ the greatest: absurdities, and. most: palpable / 
contradictions, and view the most:immoral specimens 


of: human: action gas as sanctioned bythe Deity ; that-he 


must venerate the most ‘senseless opinions,: — the E 
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most unexampled i ignorance, and love the most detest. 


-able crimes ; in fact, that he must believe in -a book: 


which contains,- systematically - considered, - neither 


/ truth nor morality, neither purity of:sentiment nor 
| principle, neither propriety.of arrangement, nor pro- 


gression of human improvement; erroneous in all-its 


primary establishments and vindictive in all its conse- 


quences; unjust in its origin and malevolent in all its 
subsequent:movements ; incorrect in its relations and 
impure.in its intentions ; destructive to science, an 
insult to morality, and essentially injurious to human 
felicity. | 

This then is Christian faith. “Great God of Nature! ! 


. Must we then renounce the justifiable exercise of all 
_ our faculties, in-order to be happy ? To attain felici- 


ty, is it necessary that. we believe in contradictions? 


. Must we deem cruelty one of the attributes of divinity ? 


Must the benevolent mind be called to the view of 
murder, in order. to be fitted for the performance of its 
essential duties? Must injustice and revenge be inter- 


| woven with the morality of man? Shall we never be 
] permitted to love truth, admire nature, and : practise 
' a pure and genuine morality 2 ? Oh,superstition! how 


much thou. hast to answer for! thige influence .has 


corrupted the faculties of man, debased his heart, and 


rendered wretched the whole human race. Thou hast 
spread ruin, misery, and devastation over a beautiful 


^ and productive earth, and thou art deserving of the | 
curses of every intelligent being in eue pos of the 


universe. 
Another.divine doctrine of this divine religion. is 
that. of regeneration. ` This doctrine appears «to be 
scarcely: deserving of a serious consideration. When 
the mind of man takes cognizance of the operations 


of nature, ‘it-discerns no effect which can . possibly in- 


clude'an event of this sort. We behold the: renova- 
tions and’ alterations in the material world.; we observe 
the. principles:and progression of. gradual decay,. Jn all 
its essential. and relative movements, and we repe 


, 
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nize the benefits. which result trom.the -principle of mu- 
tability. The principles of disorganization. and repro- 
duction, -are every where. discoverable in -the works.of: (: 
nature, but no justifiable analogy can. possibly be drawn 
from this view. of the subject. . The. renovation in the 
material world bears no resemblance to the Christian f. 
principle of regeneration. . The one is -cognizable and |: 
rests on natural grounds, the otheris inconsistent with | 
the-knowledge derived from experience.. The human /- 
mind, through the channels of its observation, discovers | 
the means of. perpetuating the species ; but this men- 
tal regeneration bears no relation to. these progressive 
means of production. It is necessary, therefore, that 
we examine-what is meant by this unintelligible prin- 
ciple, called regeneration.  It.seems to be almost V 
impossible to obtain any accurate or definite idea; from : 
the representation which is given concerning this. pre- | 
tended and important change. Those who are the /: 
subjects. of. it. profess themselves to be incapable of V 
disclosing its real movements or genuine operations. If 
it were an event, of which the human. mind: had any 
real knowledge or experience, one would ‘suppose that 
the faculty of communication would render it in some 
measure intelligible to others.; but enthusiasm delights 
in mystery, and by embracing this doctrine, has given 
a powerful specimen of its fanaticism and impor- 
tance. .It pretends to. the. acquisition of something; 
concerning which, it can exhibit no adequate. idea-or | 
useful information. ` It isa mysterious and inexplicable | : 
change of the mind, pretendedly for the better, and .[: 
yet no valuable purposes seem to be answered. by this |’ 
diving renovation. .. The being, who is the subject of it, ` 
becomes neither the. wiser.nor the better; he is notthe `} 
wiser, because he can give no proofs of additional / 
knowledge ; his disposition is not. amended, for his | 
conduct continues the:same. . For the truth of this ob- V: 
servation weanzy. appeal to experience.. Are thesaints: | 
of the world more just, more honest, more-benevo- 1. 
dent, or charitable, than those who: make. no. preten- |: 


a be. ‘born of water and. of. the spirit,. “he: cannot enter 


d 
l 
YA 
sions to supernatural. grace | ?. Is. tlieir. heart or their. 
j temper. of mind ‘ameliorated ? Is their: ‘conduct in; 
stricter conformity. with useful. or:exalted virtue? Do. 
] they sympathize more with the unfortunate, or exhibit 
| greater ..specimens of- genuine benevolence? -]s.the 
, heart: tranquillized, the mind ‘improved; and: their 
1 actions:more consistent with the invariable: principles 
} of rectitude? . Have they diminished human. misery, | 
{ or improved the condition: of human nature? No! 
; Where then is the utility of this thing called.regenera- 
|tion? If the heart be.not improved, the "mind culti- 
vated, or morality. extended ‘in -the . sphere: ‘of: its 
influence, no .advantage. has resulted. from: this: pre- 
tended change. -If any benefit has -béen derived, it 
. V ought to be shewn ; but the history. of the. Christian 

\world forbids the attempt. . 

^| But further, the performance eh the’ duty en is 
| assigned to the being called the: Holy Ghost, seems to 
have been attended to.in a manner not discernible by 
Athe highest faculties of the. human "mind. -If ¿this [. 
jbeing had really. undertaken the moral: renovation of \ 
the human species, he ought to have rendered it.univer- 
sal, aud explained its operations on cognizable grounds. 
But no such thing having:been done, the rationalcon- 
] clusion must be, that the whole is a delusion,:*' Indeed 

the. New Testament representation. of this affair. bears 
| au unequivocal and unmeaning ‘appearance. — tis] 
there declared, ** Except.a man. be born: again, he 
cannot see the kingdom-of God.” . And:when ‘Nico- 
/ demus makes the rational inquiry. how. such an event: 
could possibly happen, -he is put. off with: an evasive 
| answer, (John chap. 3.) “ Nicodemus saith unto him, 
! | how.can a man be dies when he is old ?.. Can heenter 
‘J the second time into his mother's womb, and be born i à 
L Jesus answered, verily I say unto thee’; except 'a man 
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+ ánto:the kingdom of God. “Marvelnot that Fsaid'un- 
ipte thee,-ye. must be born again. The wind bloweth| - 
Where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound ` thereof, | 
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but tanst: not tel "Iwiierae it cometh; ‘and: whétheri it 
poethi; '$o is'evély"one: /thát'is born of: the spirit. “Nico: : 
demis answered and said unto’ him, how can these | 
: tips beri Jesis answered aid ‘said ‘unto him; Art: 

thow & Tháster OF Arial, ‘and kw wese nét these: things? 
Verily, verily, diy unto hé; we ‘Speak Pthat we do ` 
know, ‘and testify that’ we? hlive'seen; and’ ye" receive | 
! ‘not! bir withe ess? If T have’ told you earthly” things, l 
.| btid Ye" believe not how shall ye believe if ‘T tell, you 
oft Heavenly’ things t ger ‘Fiom this ‘passage it is , 
"evident. that Jesus; ‘who ‘nade tlie answer to Nicodemus; 
| knew nothiüg of the nature oF this marvellous change. 

Peit born Sof atér and“ ofthe’ spirit is "a "phrase - 
withoat iieanina ; Swhat! idea cai this possibly’ Cotivey. | 
tü'the'mind? "bát ‘the advocates ‘of this doctrine'con- | 
/tendthat one art of this’ seritéticé" rélates tó“ "baptistn, ` 
and'ihe othér'to-^the influétice of the" Holy Ghost. | 
This'does” ‘Hot! mend the “tatters tiéither does it ex- | 
hibit atiy new Species” of information’; for’ wliát has : 
baptism to dö with the moral condition’ ofi mañ?” Can 
watér; externally applied,” destroy internal moral tùr- 
pitude ?:^ 1f human vices could be cured: tliroügh this 
channel, ‘thé: more ‘rational efforts: for the rénovation 
` atid: improvement: ef^ our character” would become un- | 
frecéssáry. ^ ‘But it is clearly discernible, that as’ vice |- 
is á^ violation of moral law; the way” ‘to remedy - the | 
| mischiefs ‘resulting "from this violation, is not to pour 
watér on the face; which canhave'no possible influence 
on ‘the-mind, "but to- return: -to` uniform ‘conduct, " ‘con- 
sistefit^ with - ‘the: primary: principles of moral virtue. 
| And further, to: be born of the Spirit, being -unintelli-: V. 

gible, and without an beneficial effect, is rai nope ridi: | 1 1 
etilous. and absurd. A 


nvr b of farther: Sergi dation. 
 U?The' next point - examination is the e moli i 
F ER 
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| the Christian religion.. :On.this hend, the advocates 


of this revealed system have made. a mistake i injurious | 


) to themselves, by. extolling. its morality above that of 


any other moral treatise ; they-have provoked inquiry 
and .comparisen, and. the. result serves only: to diminish 
the pretended. excellence of their scheme. it is not . 
denied that this. religion containg some good moral 
maxims.: But it- 3s ‘denied that it. contains any thing | 
like a. pure system of genuine. morality. : -Its moral 
maxims are but thinly interspersed, and they.are inac» 


\ curate . and incomplete, trifling, and. ‘often without - 
| utility, destitute. of justifiable application to the moral 
- condition .of intellectual. life... All: morali 
“| genuine, "is drawn from. the: nature - and. condition of. 
| rational beings.. It is. ca culated | to preserve and aug+. 
. ment their. happiness, to raise and extend the dignity 
| and utility of social existence. ^ Itassumes for its basis, 


ithat. ie 


the genuine principles: of reciprocal. justice, and an 
extensive benevolence.. While. at. regards | the felicity 
of others, .it also. regards the preservation of our:own:. 


; life. and happiness. . ~ But the moral doctrine: concerp- 
| ing. injuries, contained i in the Christian religion, is not 


1 established upon a principle of this mutual nature, but 


- solicits: an accumulation. of insult, by. commanding us 


after being: smitten.on ‘one. cheek to turn the other 


also... This is sacrificing the dignity of. our character, 


: and. inviting fresh injuries, It is. surrendering: up. the 


| manly. part of our nature, into the. hands of him.who |.: 


18-sure.to trampleit. under-foot. .- And again it.3s said, 


Gf. any man will.sue thee. at the‘law,.and take away 
‘thy coat, let bim have thy cloak: also: ;’” that is, after 


|: thine enemy. hath unjustly- taken away- a. part of thy. 


: property, it becomes thy duty to bestow upon him the 
i remainder... y. 


gone, thou 1 


If. th s 0 


; -persecut e` 


e boss bless him Tor his Is and persecutions. In 
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short, to: comply. with: the: spirit óf this morality,’ we 
must invert the: order of nature; end bestow on etirnes |: 
and continued abuse, the: most’ endearing ‘affections of |. 
our heart. - Where - is | the. believer -w 10 4 uts this | 


^ 
Ad 


"Have you who: are bee Ae t 
levers! im: ka. coats dnd other gafmients tà oos 
bestow, in order to comply ‘with its injunctions? - Are WA ^ E 
you willing to surtetider: your iratural: digtiity, to: sink)” 
your: iteture: to: 8: level with the ‘spaniel,’ in order toj + 
become a: true: Christian 2” And can’ you, with: amy 2. 
àppeäranee of truth “and: justice, advocate’ tlie purity 
asidccelestial nature of thisspeeies of moral maxims ?/ 
It may reasonably be: presámed that if one esat hac An 
| been: obtained through the channel: of a law suit; áno4 7 
ther: law suit would. be: necessdry-in order to’ obtain)” 
the cloak.: And thus this celestial. morality’ would,” 
become: the cause' of endless litigation: - But if wé 
should accede tothe truth of the assertion, that’ all thel: 
maxims: held as moral: by the professors of Christianity, 
were: really -and- truly ‘so, this would not^prove-the|^ 
celestial origin of: their: religion. For if we attribute] | 
to them all the excellence which:is contended for; they a 
still fall: below: ancient-and modern. dissertations ofi V£772« 
this subject. “'Fhis religion: does. not draw its: morality Was ; 
|. from: the: night source: “But the correct, the: elegant; 


| when the numerous, crue T and. Tnimora maxims- ‘eon Vy kili 
-tained; in: the. Bible, are placed in ‘the balance; Chaya jes ae 
grpatly: outweigh: all its genuine morality; abd the Eb 
influence of: this religion’ upon: the haman heart” and: 1 
` human actions verifies the reriark. ^. o 1iiloe p n 


YA 


\ calls-up to:its contemplation, -the murderous: idevasta- 


| volence and -sectarian spirit enkindling the ‘most cun- 


-Ji Where. is - the: source- of these human misfortunes?. 


| | Righteous. God of Nature ! What questions aré:these 
T to-ask in the;face. of the: Christian: church ?:;-But-how= 
| ever painful. the. task, truth: compels:us to. 'declare;; tháf | 


| ' wonde ful system nof: divine : benevolence, | we. -must 
seek for,the origin... **-Doés the : God: of Nature: then\ 
| require. devastation: for | homage, : or; conflagrationcfor 
; sacrifice ?:.- Would:he ‘have groans for hymns? Murs 


Ad PRINCIPLES) OF. NATURE: 
“But of. this: we. shall speak in:the “next: division:.of 


the. subject; .which:is the: consideration: of the effects 


produced; by the. introduction of qe pa pci am 

nto the world. - i; eb Sii ind amo 
^; When the: niim mind takes a retrospective view 

! of. past ages; through the. rhirror. ofi;ihistory 5 whem it 


tions, ‘the-horrid -wars ‘and cruelties:; which have: A 
lated the-Christian:world:;: when it» heholds the fag 
every, where. lighted -up for the -destruction’of: man; 


. Septed.on:every quarter ; when it sees: domestic: peace 
| and tranquillity: torturéd: and: álriost-annihilated; male- 


bridled resentments to: disturb ..the-:benevolent- senti: 
. ments of the human:heart ;: when, in faet; all. Christeri- 
dom exhibits a spectacle ‘shocking. to: humanity, the 
„weeping voice: of Nature cries; aloud;: and :demands.a 
‘disclosure, of: the. causes ‘which: have: produced: this 
“general misery. and distress. It asks,- in. thei name: ‘of 
Reason and. Truth, whence - all: these - :calamities; 
 Whence.these innumerable evils that have. overwhelmed 
‘and. laid | waste a. beautiful and ; productive earth ? 


Where the. fountain: whence. these miseries: proceed ? 


“to, thisgholy religion: they: are to be attributed. ;In:tliis 


| derers to. worship. him, ‘and a’ desert and: ‘ravaged work 
' for-his:temple ?..- Yet such, ‘holy, and:faithful: genera 


- X tions, are your ‘works! "These the fruits of your piety!) 


-A You į have; massacred the people, réduced;:citiés::to: 
aa hes; destroyed. all :traces. of cultivation; made; the. 


earth a ‘solitude, and. you. demand: the reward:of: your: 


— imprisonment; and persecutions ere:pre- / 


` Ss 


- 
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labours: s ‘Porc myself,I-soletanlysaffirm by. allijaws, 
- human and: di my by the::laws, of, the -humen heoert, / 
that: the: 'hypocrite;and the deceiver shall be themselves | 
deceived: = Thé ainjust ‘man shall. perish; in‘bis:rapa- 
city; and the’ tyrant,in his. usurpation ;-the eun shall . 
| change his.course; -before. folly::shall prevail-over:: wise | 
dom: :aud:science, | before stupidity shall Surpass) prus 
dential economy inv the: delicate- art «of : procuring, to 
man! his : true enjoyments, and af: building’ his happi. | 
I néss;on- -á solid. foundation 2”. linda ab tise Pong eod V 
UWe:now. proceed to-exhibit, : more. particularly, the the . 
fatal eet of the Christian. reli ion, Ce ud 


i^ 
\ 


iness. partially destroyed: «7505 pSt Ji ph 
] Tor: this: ‘religion M ma world 
pe béeii calculated to accelerate the: progress of huiniaii : | . 
‘improvement,’ or':to -render mankind. wiser andhap- 
- pier, history should have recorded the progressive steps 
of this: accumulating: knowledge. : -But:instead ofthis) 
the reverse: stands confessed on. the face -of the record. 


! Volney's Ruins,.” viti ORE 
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| principles: of. science, which cochlea in: the: sys: 


|= “nature, displayed-and manifested b y tie es tab 
ment of this re eligien ? in a wo d: Christranity 
j enlig ned the world? NoT “Bait ee ma 


means to "suppress üsefi ub ‘knowledge: ata neither the 

commeticement nor progressive establishment of this 

) religion : ‘has contributed: to -usefal : “information... If Ef 
science” ‘were | connected” with: the: establishment and: 


F d itself from its. stealer pace or Pre it epee 
| tion, it took cognizance ‘of primary: ‘principles, and 
discovered truth: from the invariable: Jaws:of nature. 
While wu mind: was: SEEN the: influence. ef clerical! 


rom the pure fountain: of. nature. : 


As know ge: bez $ 


~ 
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man sh oulc progressive y advance: Towards. a state of 
perfectibility,: this systein of | religion, so injurious to |. 
its researches and:so incompatible with the dignity: . 
and happiness of his nature, : ‘must be. for ever annihi« 
lated:and destroyed... 1f, on the other hand, this unna- 

tural scheme . of ethics.is. permitted to, retain ‘its iis" 
chievous influence, the highest and best hopes ofthe 
philanthropist must be. abandoned, and ignorance and- 
misery become the lot of mortals. - But: God forbid 

that: this should. ever .be the: case... The benevolent: 
mind; while. reflecting on the. subject, entertains a: | 
strong hope, that the reverse will obtain, apd that: anat 
world: will-ultimately become virtuous and happy... 

-" Again; this religion ; claiming: with so much: impe-| 
rious austerity,. celestial origin, has: not been less inju- |. 
rious.to the cause of morality, than to that of science: || 
Its: fundamental. principles are of a. nature. destructive | 
to: all: moral. virtue, -its : doctrines. openly: disavow. ali: d 

'| benefit resulting - from “the: practice of -a genuine? 
í morality. Faith, atonement, and supernatural grace |— ^ - 
'[ are:the- essential requisités of eternal. happiness, - and. 
these havé:nothing.to do with the mental. or moral-| 
| energies: ‘of our nature. The: cultivation at5 our | 


Eos 
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! minds, the! improvement "of our: faculties;:° and * the: 
| pesformence:of' moral duties; by which: alone mal dan: 


{ expect’or deserveto‘enjoy “permanent felicity: are not | 


considered:as-the. proper means of acquiring-it; butia | 
; Blind and^unintelligible faith, -å mysterious: and/inex:: 


i ; plieablà belief: in carnage and: mürder,care to become: 


thé: objects! óf our highest: adiniration.!-.: .-** Notuof: 


| works," ‘says’ Paul, (the: ‘apostle of: Mae zand: 
| | superstition) Jest’ any “máni should :boast." c And / 


| agains ** Ft is "not: of him-that: Willeth; nor:-of. lini 


. that?:runneth; ‘but «of «God -that: sheweth: ‘mherey.”: PR 


| When ‘inaxims such -ag these: are’ ;fundamental-in an ri 


stent of religion, what beneficia 
ni ithe goes:to:-the:’ 


.tau do Ibolieseit ath IS. s lehnt suoralaelortoin 
avaibnothing ; ; that he is. completely: under condemna- 
| tion;in consequence: of the: imputed: sin: of hia who: 
| lived six thousand’ years ago; "thatihe can be ‘relieved 


| fromthe effects of ‘this primary: apostacy; only by-the | 
; murder of an innocent: person. that hetan lay:claum-to 
\ this relief only through. the: channel : of supernatural 
_\graee:and divine aid jin fact, that of: himself, .:hecan’: 
/do nothing ; when he.is taught tobelieve all this; what / 


inducement -can.-remain “to' thes “practice: of virtue? | 


] ‘Ehere is: none, and: the mind i is left tothe: gloomy | 


^ a 


s 
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anticipations of: eternal fire. Was this religion insti- 
tuted,-for the benefit and. improvement; :'of-man? “Andi: 


gion -containing such contradictions and absurdities, 
and that.human enjoyment has; been essentially: dimi- 


tian; religion : has. been . destructive to: science and. to 
morals, - it seems. almost unnecessary. to-make: any ob- 


since;the. happiness. of man depends. essentially on.the 


"whatever injures these must: be detriniental. to his true 
felicity.. The descriptions given in this religion of the 
character and. conduct of the Almighty, are shocking 


as the enemy of man ; as a being agitated. by passions, 


other. times; malevolent and; revengeful ; sometimes: 
permanent and i immutable in his; actions. and: designs, 


now ‘mild and: peaceable, : the next moment: angry: and. ; 
resentful: baln: short, this Christian: “God -is-ever at; 
variance. apt imei f 


2. 


G 


do its professors; deny, him.-the “power arid: beneficiat | 
results: of: moral .exertions:?. Do .they.call him: to.vir- - 
tuous activity for the purpose of. insulting the useful / 
energy. of his:.nature:?::Do: they in: one: breath repre- | 
septohim as _an;yintelligent- beings and «in “the ‘next ` 
degrade him to the:condition of-a- east ora devil ?: (It - 
inay:be pronouuced with certainty, that: morality or ; 
real.virtue can.tiever be prompted by a scheme of Teli- ( 


nished by the promulgation -of such unnatural. princi: | 
ples., :Since it has-already: “been shewn: that the Chris- | 


servations. on:-its:-relation ; to, general -happiness ; for ; 


possession of knowledge: and the. -practice of: virtue, : 


to the reflections of the.bencvolent mind ; they repre- : 
sent the Creator of the world, ‘not as the friend, but | 


and acting capriciously : for.the;gratification of his own | 
resentment ;. sonietimes he is said to be merciful, et 
other times. cruel. and -vindictive; sometimes: just; at ' 


‘at other: times; changeable, and. to have repented: of | - 

what be had. previously determined to:perform ; at one: | . 
time, unbounded 3n: his love; at another time unlitnited.| - 
' in; his;fury. and.his vengeance ; sometimes the God:of. | 
peace; at.other. times -the God of wars. and. ‘battles 5 | 


“ 


WA a 


- 4 


— = d 
"and in him ^no;genuine : confi-: | ' 


> Teposed. “ Can any one'then be happy | | 
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) wlio: trusts to a’ being’ of. this ‘desetiption è ? Toone 
, { who is imperfeet; unstable, passionate; ‘and ES! 
1 fal? To'a ‘being who; ‘has, ini fact, no uniformity of 
conduct, no system’ ‘of ‘action, ^and"no immutability of 
|. procedure’? “No !^Fhose" who place their confidence’ 
; here must be: wretchedly ‘disappointed; and an agitated’ 
7 wind will be ‘their-unavoidable portion. «Yet'to! alk 
. this: is added, the fear of :an eternal Hell, :as'the cer V 
4 tains and: inevitable ‘lot of-nine:tenths ‘of ‘thé human 
| race. :oTo say; therefore; that this religion has made 
mankind happy; isto“ ‘disregard ‘all ‘the operations: of. 
| the: human: heart; andthe: ‘most — — of the 
human mind. 9 HO ont vel badaki 


-" “Man! 4 dt thou agii a ‘ten 


CHAP. VI; ichs 


“oto op us ker RUP DES 
| i: SUPERNATURAL religion: es beeni fertile in invent: 
| ing systems concerning the origin‘of ‘the world...” The 
| period. which has; been assigned to its duration has. 
; been; éxtrernely:; different among: different ‘nations -af 
\ thecearth; and has been: limited ‘or extended by theo- 
| logical authority: ‘Fhe Chinese records ‘ascribe'to the 
| earth‘a ' duration of; more than. 20,000 "years; andat 


oo cording ‘to the‘opinions of some,*of more: than 40,000 - 
A 1 years: = Thése-opinions ure:  controverted: by Christian - 


. | believers, because;:aecording to: their sacred - writings, . 
 jtheage of the:earth-is only: about 6000! years: Every - 
Lopinion ‘upon. ‘this: subject, which: is: supported: "- T 


3 
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popular and. -supernatutel theology, is maintained with 
a.tenacity. which’ fanatic: dogmatism never ofails: tojin- J. 
spire;;: Mtis, no doubt, a tnatter: of curious inquiry - 
When ‘and by what means the earth wasi: : produced, : 
what’, dmportant .changes- it: has ;undergone, and) by - 
what. meang; these. changes: have been: effectuated,:dnd | 
what wil} be their final ‘result upon. the: modification | 
and. £xistence of; the; earth. ;.: While; we inquire:into © 
the origin:of the earth, we are also: naturally: led to the 
idea 1 of the. other.extreme, -and are solicitous to. ascer- 
tain. the: ultimate. extent. of its..duration; + It is; how- 
ever; a subject of: vast difficulty; cand. involved:in:so | 
much darkness: and- uncertainty, that.it--will. probably 
always be. impossible to / reduce to; absolute: certitude ! 
Any: ‘philosophical: ideas:upon: this: abstruse arid. diffi- 
| insophy Garey One thing, however, :i is: dertein,: thet if, hbi» | 


! patients ane ings perseverance, :: 
r- 'Tanting enthusiasm: The 


i )A! bristin | e llevers;: yn nike the: Bible 
we should know. nothing: of. the: beginning: or:tlie end {: 
of this. wo "what do. they say; more: than: this; that. 
we must take the: authority and. declaration-of ;a théó-- 
logical. book for: absolute and--positive truth;::that;as- | 
{ <sertion; must. supply: the place of evidence; ‘the iguo- | 
| rance.of antiquity. .is;to.be preferred: to: the science.of. | 
modern times ; the decisions. of the churcb.'ought:te | 
| have more.weight. than the demonstration: of intellects. / 
thatthe mythology. of-every nation: ‘should be put into | 
; the: balancé. against.the strength of uiman- judgement, .: 
| and. a. comprehensible. ‘developement. of.: moral: and. ; 
| physical. laws. --The.earth. which we: inhabit occüpies. |. 
' Aa station in; amt vast. system- which is presented :tovour | 
view. in the: regions of space ;it-is; the‘ residence of || 
| ‘beings. whore: omen are 'nkdeute toa compas | 


~~ n 
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| sion of all those vast objects whietisumound: thers "it 


.ds'this ignorance that ‘has induced tlie necessity: ‘of iso 


| many false: and. whimsical €— jore e he 
l origin of: the world. vi ed cHP banhe 


'Phere.is; however,’ In this: casé'ohe substantial’ cor 


| sideration; to which we ought to ‘direct ouf reflection. | 


| Itis aaron the — truths’ MÀ D ot be 


plied to t E presen ase. WE 


j peer in part a i solution’ of the difficulty,” so far ded 


relates.to: the existence: of the materials’ of” which tlie 


| earth is: composed ; but modification’ arid local “situit | 


tion in’ the planetary - system ‘ will constitute ‘another 
part of the inquiry.’ Christian’ philosophers“ then- 


į selves have.‘acceded to ‘the axiom, that from’ nothin 
"| nothing €an-be made ; if: this be true; as it cleutly'is, 


the‘ ‘eternal düratior of: ithe’ ‘earth; in: some "foror |. 


| other, 'will follow as a^ necessary consequence: Attis 
| declared in the 1st: chapter of Genesis; tati the ba 
\ ginning God created the: Heaven and ‘the earth: ; Bet 


š f 


‘we are not: told from what materials; : or Mr hist man 
mer this work was performed. i @meithi hes how 
d- aban jn the account; «that there s 


IE EE "and Juésaphuous opm Het 

: dicoluginte ws were to be'credited;: ‘every part'of thé phy- | 
 |sical-universe: would’be distorted, “and: ‘all’ the wsefal 
'[ discoveries? of: philosophy would" bé: destroyed’: bya 

' \eingle'dash of'authority: - "Moses makes day ahidi ht 
without: the” sexistence - of a sanyi — ES - 
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"reli waits owe: care to: “expect i:to. ‘discover physical - 


i Sp ilosopher "asseris: at 4 
“at is: probable, à in- phis view: of the subject,.thattheearth |: 
- has existed from álketernity; the Christian:fanaticrises | 
in albthe: power of. holy and vindictive resentment;- cas |: 
if the: question; in its ultimate: ‘tendency; ‘involved: the | 
"best interest of: moral:existence, ; and:all. tlie:practieal | 
considerations: ‘of human life.” Progressive investiga- | 
-tion upon:this. subject: ‘will constantly be-attended:with | 
diminution.‘ of respect for ’:theological ‘opinions ; but | 
:a:dogtrine’.once established: in | supernatural: (religion 
‘is henceforth to. be idenominated absolutely: trueand | 
- infallible’; «the : most abstract speculations: ofa philo- / 
arene kind: are  daniriable tà and tirer: wir di 


E i the. Tee binds Christian. God. : "E T A 
The eternal: duration of the m in. some a ve ‘or | 
other, ijs:rendered certaim, by the: ‘essential ' properties | 
Of matters; whatever. does :exist: must: have:existed | 
from all:eternity, and must, from its very:nature; :cóti- | 
‘tinue 'to:exist for ever. . "Creation and aimiihilatioiiy: sb $D. | 


| fares s these words are a 


| al "Experience | m amoni 3t9:€iis | 
E nn truth; són it:theearth existed from: all eternity, $ 
| e italways: hold the same relative position: o en 3 
10: the sun-and- other planets ?:This-is-a questionsthat V. 

i , dhnireceive me: a osse wd ena solutions noe j 


ment antboneriy of a intellect. actions |. 
onthe surface of the- globe carati in dois i pl 
degree, the: foundation of: — conjectura ott db 
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; vivifyihg: ‘influetice-ofithe sun seems:to be! an! Operating 
| | cause; witkoütwhich: Vegetation: and life ‘would be un- 
| known; in: the: apiésent 'eonditioh:.of the -éarth,- the 
y ( effectof thesun:is clearly: discoveréd;: and tlie-pro- | 
ductions which’ we-behold'are the result;of-its-cclestial 
» .) power: - Men exist, large animals -of various species |. 
| ilso exist, together. witli ialb subordiriate exhibitions pf | 
physical energy. Procréation ‘anid epraduction:cE | 
| specific; kind: and class iare the! invariable: daws; af F 
repe. ; But: M ru ef z^ greatest d ds 


Sater gun: dogs! not mui dg jn} the-conclusion, 
«that either-man-or tbe larger kinds of animals in-brute 
: j biet 'coüld: have resulted:from this pobition;c^ The | 
\@atria power that formerly: produced : them :wiould:be | 
| able to produce them still, and:in:addition:to the sordi- 
l mary. process of: reproduction;/;we should havea tight 
] :to: iexpect new: beauties and wonders, equal, atleast; to /. 
| the most excellent ‘which: we ‘noi; behold!..«: This, 
^ A hoswever;:is not thé: case, ‘and: the fair deduction.od the Y 
‘|ground-of philosophy, is, thát the relative: positiontof | 
_/ ithe‘earthand‘sun: must formerly: have: been “different 
| -from what it is at: present, "and-that it is. upon/a: -hypa- 
ethesis : = this kind that ‘we are — for:a:solutiom of 
‘the highest difficultjes with which we are presented: in 
/ the animal world Peri f ki. pee, 
7 ( o\Pheré is one other: idea o anadai weig n the 
; didein. of this : part . of the: subject. «Nature sis 
F «every: where: periodical :in: her: -exertjons :afid energies; 
‘4 ‘she’ is’ susceptible: of fatigue and: lassitude;: and lier 
4 most. powerful operations are followed:by:proportidnate _ 
T debility ‘and: inactivity. ‘It is therefore possible in;the 
AA order of Nature, that: the most powerful animals-might 
have been the result of an.inconceivable exertión; io. 
“YA vwhich' Nature’ for millions’ of years after: might have \ 
7 4p been totally: incompetent; : - Among the human species 
eng «diére i is: m—— a great diyersity. of: external. -— 
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ance ;. the; white and the black’ man are às: difret imp i 
sortie: other! ‘respects, as: they: dré in ‘the! colour of théié ; 
skin; the long straight hair of- the one, and the eurled^ ( 
| wool of: the: other; isa’. verification: ‘of this /temark:: - 
Both races are intelligent, ‘arid it is: ‘presumed that the: 
intellectual 'powers:'are “not in) any.’ essential "degree: 
dissitnilary’ ‘fmproverhent has made ‘mon “difference: 
than’ Nature; and the! immoral c opinion, ‘that thé whites’ 
| have'a riglit. tói enslave tlie blacks, ‘is‘a complete’ ibai 
| donment of: the: principle of reciprocal jue iania : 
| violation “of the "fundamental" Jaws: ‘of (Nat “The B 
| only consideration which indüced the mention FT T 
j subject; > wasto’ shew; that: it is probable: that Natüré 
has;: at’ differeiit: times, made -great ‘exertion: ju hel 
Work of: ereation or. production, : ‘and that from inan fe. 
| down to the lowest: insect; a graduated: modi ification’ 
| ot physical: energy has: been: exhibited. ‘throaghout’ a i 
| pastleteraity; ^ It will be then inquired, whether this| 747 
conjecture ‘can be analogized “with ithe idea ‘of new\, y 
_ productions in. the planetary’ ‘system? "The^answer to |” 
| this Auquiry 1 must: be given unequivocally i im the negas. |" 
| kwe ^ ffie axiom; thatifromi' nothing, nothing'cean' "be fa 
| made, here applies with correct and: dudubitable forces i: 
and. unles$: éómets: ór: planets’ interfere and" ‘derange |... 
. each other's. existence, there can be no new. .pro- | y. 
| duction ; and ever in such a case, it would be form Li De 
| alone that was new, and not essence and matter. The | 
changes. that are exhibited in Nature are infinitely|; 7 7 
/ diversified, and the eauses-of' thése changes | not clearly N y 
to be discovered. idi mass ‘of existence. must mr 


on or. time, ar, 

| jeer a -i 
The “whole” mass’ of mat, | 
Vecistehce i-o us m e or at feast’) compre e 
Able.” «c Gits ‘extent in the regions of spa tio Tiz m is Ete 
| “can; be assis ed; “and ‘to its s duration, anterior Or. site 72 
i} sequent; we. can IX no period. ihe ‘most probable AS 


it, 


3 = 
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; conelusipar, resulting: rom..the, nature :of matter, and: 
| the stability, of ; physical. Jaws;'is;:that:the. universe has- 
existed from all eternity; end; that, its: duration; here- - 
after. will be endless. - ‘Upon the:earth,all the: different 
kinds, of animals. and -all the individuals. of each kindi | 
X are;sepn fin;succession to;die and dissolve. into: Nature ;: 
<] 3£48. | froma this ; inferred, ‘that death is an universal law: 
. So farias, dt yelates to call the. ;produetions. of.thé'earth.: 
|. Butw: e cannot : analogize: ‘these. facts. with «thé: plane- 
d tary-system.. : We. have never seen; a; ; planet. die.or. / 
.] dissolve.into: the. vast. ‘ocean; of: space, : we have there- V 
7 fore no, good reason :to believe: that. ‚any: such event. 
will- ever. take place. .Ifisuch- a. fact: had. -been dis. / 
covered in one single instance, it would. be strong ana~ | 
logical evidence, ‘that the same fate. would-ultimately: 
overtake ‘all. the vast. orbs which fill the unlimited-re-- 
gions. of. ‘space, | or: that universal: death is; an universal 
Jaw, of, "Nature. The constancy of.existence, and. the 
immutability, of physical laws, will,- however,: be:a 
A sufficient;consolation to -timid minds,’ apprehensive. of 
a,final dissolution. of the beautiful system; ofthe mate: | 
- rial world. Human. nature: nay. repose ip. “these laws |. 
the utmost confidence, they will probab]; Loperdte with E 
| dinne, energy een an ioci: fale Bity. 
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CHAP. vil. x0 
 UNyen t DELUGE. 


| "TRE ; highest delight of ade is the destruction 
et tlie. beauty, order, and. harmony, of the universe. .. 
YA world regularly existing from all eternity,, and. con- 
«f finning so. to: exist through: an ‘endless. futurity, . would 
\ be, in the estimation of supernatural. theology, an ob- - 
.]ject of disgust. To nourish the superstitious . pride 
2 and folly ef: man,, it is s necessary 1 to derange, overturn, t 
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avid destroy the splendid beduties and: majestic grandeur 
of:the vast: empire of -Nature.-^ Not content with tbe | 
scheme. of: prediction, whose: falfilment: including the 
ultimate. ‘dissolution ‘ofthe ‘earth, Superstition” con- 
ceived it was necessary to: ‘Fetrace and? discover in tlie 
history: of: past ages; an ‘event: equally: distressing: and 
terrific. “For this purpose the story of :the “universal 
deluge was:coritrived,. in which all the ánimals on the | 
surface of the ‘earth, a:select niimber: only, excepted, 
fell: a'sacrifice to the vindictive. vengeance of i ‘the Jewish 
God. The nature’ and :details of this'story- are’ ex- 
posed to : 'strong objections; ‘and by.an examination’ of 
the Bible account, the inconsistency and:even impossi- . 
bility: ‘6f-the case will be: discovered: ‘It: will also 
appear: by: Técürrence to the law. of naturé,: that such. 
an'event is iti “no shape whatever deserving: of. human 
credence.” "Fhe! law. of fluids and: the deficiency. of 
water render it: physically. impossible: that; the: whole 
globe: should be: overflowed. at one. and the same time.{ —.. 
` It is’ well known; that. water always; Seeks; its: level; 
where the equilibrium is. destroyed, there will: be.in- 
stantly : a. powerful effort “to restore "it. If, therefore, 
the water! waaselevated, sufficiently: high. to .cóver-the 
highest mountains, ‘the seas: would ‘become. dry;-a vast.| 
cavity would:be formed below, and the waters would: |. 
be ‘precipitated’ witli-imeonceikable. fury end force: to. 
supply; ithe -cagitied: below; and re-establish the con-| 
sistent | barno. of nature.» + The: mountains: of Andeés; E 
in.Sopth ‘America; by far the most exalted larid-1 "upon | 
the surface: of:the:earth; is; at the. point: of ‘Chimbe- 5 
Tazo, 20,000 feet above the common : ‘surface: ‘oft thé. 
ocean. ` There i is; therefore, a great deficiency: af.» avater | 
to answer the: purposes vf. an. universal : X For TE: 
as‘ by thé daw: of fluids, water uniformly seeks its: evel; /. 
itis. necessary that all:around: the: globe tlie; water, i 
shouldbe: raised. 20,000. feet, otherwise. the: Am nerican: | 
Andes woald not: have been covered, and: thésdelugés |. — 
would not have been universal. Let: any-one calculate: -— 
TOT aaa water would ‘have: been. jedes Her 
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sary 'to have: covered: the whole: éarth ta:such aheight, 


and :he will: soon ‘discover: the absurdity:-of this: mar-- 


vellous account,’ and still more marvellous event, related 


in the book of Genesis: ‘To’say that/God'ereated such © 
a'vast. body: of: water for thesole purpose of’ ‘drowning: 


the: world and all the: creatures: which ‘he: made: init, 
and: afterwards" ‘annihilated it; is to. assert, ’ jin the first 
place; that which is : 'impossible,. ‘and: throw: "upon: the 
moral character of God: a, sarcasin;’ at’ which man 
ought to: be: ashamed; at which he ought: to blush and 


| be-eonfounded:: : The ‘account which: ‘isigiven of: the 
| deltige, subjects itself to strong. suspicion of:incorrect- 


ness:and want of: truth. -1t.is: impossible that:the ark 
or any. other vessel that ever was built, ‘could ‘have 
eontamed all: the animals: which ‘are ‘said to have taken 
refuge: in: it. «'Phis ark, according to the Bible ‘descrip- 
tion: "of. it; was in length about 525. feet; in breadth’ 874 
feet; and in: height: ES feet. i Itvis: “easy ‘ “fo: ‘perceive, 
that ‘a vessel:of such dimensions had not the capacity 
of containing the: numbers; -and all the various: kinds 
of animale which’ are'said to-have been rescued: from 
the fatal ‘effects of this general-deluge. It is: in vain 
that the: 'advbedtes of this wonderful event fly : to mira- 
cles, or the operations of supernataral: powers. Mira- 
dleom miracte must’ ‘have been; performed, the nature 
ef things perverted, ‘her laws: wholly hanged,’ and ‘thé 
immutability. of. the divine character: ‘completely ani 


hilated, before it'eould: be possible: for the human mind 
to'accéde té the truth:of this marvellous evetit;': Some 
/ curious dnd philosophical: observations’ concerning the 
‘deluge; taken from ‘Emmerson, a British: “Writer, are 
. hete/subjeinedtac kaa s md ef od oc eo 

= Hl Coneériirig-the cause-of this flood, some suppose 
it: brought: fabout: ‘by: /naturál :causes!; i ends "others; by: 
nothing léssthan a divine: powëri 3 Those--thet are ifor 


natural causes, imaginea. ‘comet tohave ipassed near 


+ hee eartli/a that. time; and. by vits: approach to: have 
Y raised very strong. ide, which would increase às the 
AY E ca therearth. | vfhe effect of ‘this would 


it 
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be, that” this. greàt..tide. would: Jay sali places: ainder 
water, : and, would; ieonsequently drown. all: the:inha- ` 
bitanfs:Bo. faras it. reached.:..'Fhat such a .cause;as this | 
3s.enpable of, producing this dismal effeet,: is very. evi- 
dent; For if: so: small a. body. as the moon, at the dis- 
éance of sixty .of;the: earth's. semi-diameters, be able 
to raise astrong.tide.in.the ocean; of. 1welve:or fifteen 
feet high, a. comet as: big:as the earth, and coming very ` 
near it, would raise a prodigious tide,’ capable. of Over 
flowing all that side of. the. “earth which is next to the. 
comet, and also the opposite side. ` But then this 
could not drown all:plaees-at once ; for at the quadra- 
tures, or in those places which have the comet in their 
horizon, they would have as ‘great an ebb, but then it 
would have this effect, to overflow and drown all 
places successively. | For this huge spheroid of water, 
| always: pointing | towards. the comet, would. by the 
earth’s; rotation. peer over al the countries of the 


Z 


all: amii as: ‘effectually: ado god. as: af the. water | 
staid 150. days upon the’ earth, especially. as ‘the earth 
must needs "make several: ‘rotations, áfter this manner, 
before: it could get clear of: this disturbing force ofthe 
comet. |) The -naturaland: necessary effect iof all:this | 
would be, that by:such:: a prodigious and rapid motion | 
of this vast body, of. water, round the; earth: jn:tWehty- is 
four. hours; all plants.and trees must be torn upiby: the - 
| roots; and.carried along; with.the-current.; all büildings | 
demolished ;: the rocks, hills, and mountains dashed:to \ 
“pieces, and tora: ‘away. sali. the; prodúct of the séajilas. basi 
fishes, shells; teeth, bones, ke. carried: along. with ;the 
flood, vand: thrown: upon ithe. earth, or even ito: the: taps 
of: mountains; : “promiscuously; «with "other ` bodies ae 
hardly. any: thing: could- be found. strong: ‘enough to ; 
‘withstand its force. /In such a'case'as this; it woul ] 
be impossible for. any. ark to live, or'the strongest. xad a 
of-war to exist pon the surface of: the-ocean?? onci: / 
Ts The anganis; physical and moral, against an evi sab E: 
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of: this: kind, are: strong - cand ‘wonelusive:.'' Natüre i is. 
incompetent to-any such: exhibition, and: the -morai 
perfections of. Deity forbid.it;i "The ‘flood: “is therefore 

a chimera, and one of the:theological-érrors ‘contained: 


‘in the Bible: ‘system: ‘of: religion... -If* ne: Other errors'of | 
greater magnitude. or more pernicious ‘consequences 
were to be found ' in:this: holy ‘book; it would;be: an - 


object: rather" of pleasant amusemerit itham o£. Severe 
remark and: condemnation. p geia PAMW Ik WAN 
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CHRISTIAN WONDERS. 


[ $ ;, ihe: t^ ort e: elige; ch 
was considered i in 2 ilie preceding ichapter, is: followed-in 
the Holy Bible by a relation of: other: marvellous: cir- 
cumstances, | which necessarily: create, in: all: candid. 
minds, extreme. doubts of ‘the: validity or.rectitude.of 


| such writings: .The wonders: that -are unfolded in. the 
. Old Testament, may, with: propriety, be: denominated: 


Christian, : since it-is by an union:of the two books 


that -Christian doctors have. : constituted the essence: | 
, and doctrines | of revealed: religion. :.- 1f; this. beok; 
{ which: is . considered : as- divine, had. displayed - with. 
clearness, . dignity, and solemnity, the character of:.the . 
Creator ; if the principles. of reciprocal justice, and — 
genuine morality, had. been, developed and: marked. . 
i with. , precision ;.: "if. fact : had | been: substituted i inthe. 
j „foom of fable, it. would: not. have been. an. ‘object of. 
| censure. .and condemnation, and; the. ridiculous: and- 
-marvellous: accounts, which in’ the: Old: Testament 
“make up a-considerable. pot of the book, would. adver, 
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the:-form vof ratis: the-bl wing dow : 
_ Jerichio-with rams'thoims;: byME tin rpha 
the: priesthiood : round “the city’ 5 othe: marvellous” ‘an id 


great: ‘dignity: around this: walled: city; ‘with crooked : 
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have been presented: to the: T utiderstanding iri 

ni; belief; and attachinient, (550 
T The destraetior:of! the eities'of* Sod Gri And Gomor 
rah: Ayr ENPF: à KP Fem 


tit bes of 


frightful:stóry: of the witeliof Endor; the woeful coti- 
dition of Daniel in the: den: of lions: tlie Hotts sultry’ 
situation of “Shadrach ‘and: his ‘two’ ‘companions in ‘the’ 
fiery: furnace ; together:with ‘the unnatural ‘and’ hope- 
less' abode: ;éf: poor d Jonah in ‘the “belly of the’ whale ; 
all these are” specimens’ of that miserable and: disgust- 
ing: extravagance: with: which this Holy : Bible i is every 
where replete.’ div: 

“These-areva few out of. the number of that long 
catalairas 'of-foolish detail for which ; the scriptüres ‘of 
the Old: and’ New: Testament are’so remarkable: If 
any man ‘of the present day; who’ writes for thein: | . 
struction and beuefit of. mankind; were to interlard his. & 
works‘ with such idle; extravagant, - aiid useless: ‘Stories, : 
he would be:eonsidered-in'à state of i insanity,” and his’ V 
writings: would. be contemried even by Christian be- - 
lievers. t emselves. “A rain’ of fire and brimstone is 
impossible’ in the order of nature, and inconsistent 
with-the moral “perfection of that Being who governs 
the world. In“ throwing down’ the walls of J ericho, / - 
there is: something: i in the detail of the story which, iu(. .. 
the first place, is: i calculated to:excite in human: natare: $, 
sentiments: of ‘humour ‘ahd ridicule. ' The” ‘pom us | 
and-solemn parade ‘of. the priésthood, marching ‘with | 


rams’ homi: their hands, and: ‘exhausting the ic öle. 
force of their lungs. with an : ‘expectation, "that is, 
pufling effort "they'should: be able to' throw ‘down tiie! |, 
stony: walls of à city, “has something ih ' "tof aad EI 
able: nature; bùt the conclusion of the’ ‘story, at 
had'any truth in it, would’*be “toa correct miia fas V 
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ing murder. forms the: painful. picture. - FE The, story, of 


the witch of Endar:is too cotitemptible for serious: ré~ 
mark; bat, when-coupled: with: Lot's’ wife:-abde-with 
Sampson; the pillar ef -saltyand the wonderfubstrength 
Pree hair it might serve): ‘to drighiten « "children 
amuse’ fools: ‘butte sedato: minds, ‘attached to 


an obit of ‘the’ highest contennpoyitte ineoritindes 
of such; extravagant ‘vagaries: ouglit td. be. (their opem 


refutation. ::: The:laws. of -natüre. are permanent: God: 


is immutable. and truth’ is immortal:~- To»these igreat 
objects the energy -of “intellect: ought to \beodirected- 


It.is time, ‘therefore, | to proceed tothe: examination of 


arguments,’ ‘which the most respectable and: enlightened 
believers in Christianity have deemed.:sufficient: to 
establish its: divine origin. >T hese arguments ‘shall be 
taken: up and stated. in.their full foree;:thatin this: re: 
spect Christians shall’ have no: right:to complain? the 
success attending . an effort to -confute-them, must ‘be. 
judged of by. the:result and. mode of execütion. ` Itis 
sufficient that.a sincere desire to discover truth: will-be 


a content: concomitant of aranes — hiron 
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IS THE EVIDENCE DRAWN FROM MIRACLES SUFFICIENT TO PROVE 
“THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN: RELIGION? nos 


dili iu 
"s pu ee ye TTIR, 


Tux. sun rises. in n eastern horizon with val jts 


| ' resplendent: beauties and divine enetgies;: andy et cdt- 


| riés along: “with it no terror or: “disorder,” *no trouble or 


‘aueasiniess inthe mind of: man, -(snioti jotta iin: 
tebe Peg ulated bya constancy: of het 


npulse; by: & cause; 
‘nature and: power: are invariable’ and "utitfo 


\ 


F | hicaresine, in: which: mani ‘reposes:: O SAO AVA i 
dene; The — in the: firmament; — ; 


“foundation of: nin 
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in their position; $ -thetnogn: performs | her wonted duty | 
in the planetàry world ;.. jn: other; words, ithe solersy&- | 
tem is,guided ‘by-laws, ‘of which mathematical. sselence | 
mizance:ii lhe pro- | 
ductions ofthe earth: airo. subject tano: Supernatural |. 


has taken the most indubitable.c 


derangeinerit.; | she jare exhibited. with.a constancy: aad 
specific: similarity: whieh: “discard: every idea; of per- 


version: in:physical Jaw, and present. theabaterial: world | 
as'n theatre of: certitude which, ‘the. efforts of supersti- ( 


tion’ cannot: destroy: è ! The tides ebb..and: flow. and. all 
the relative operations of nature. are. preserved , entire, 


_ in despite:of. the: malignity of ‘superstition. :."This.vast 


whole; ‘this extensive-universe,: thus: subjected to the 


operation "of. immutable:. .Jaws;:i$,: “nevertheless, dis. | 


torted:and ‘deranged by. Christian theology; .its..Au- 
thor.is ‘insulted, and: the scientific deductions of: human 
intellect :perverted : or: destroyed. Religión, not..con- 
tent. with the. consistency: and-hàrmony. of: Nature, has 


. sought for. redress:in the: violation. of: her laws, ‘arid ./ 
“nothing short: of «miracles. could: satisfy. the. .éXtravg- i 


gant: desires ‘of pious and: dioly: fanaticism: - » Pride 
and: vanity):have..tempted::man. to. establish, ’religion 
upon:a: supernatural.:basis...- The idea. ‘of, associating 
withvheayen, and! ‘holding:aa. iptercourse with ‘celestial 


powers; \was:a_ circumstance. of :extravagant and. deli 


cious enjoyment, with: aiprivileged 'érder;. ‘and-laid\the 
ying : séverity of "judgement: con+ 
acl s - at oes »» eth; 


tained in the gas 
shall ibe damned: 
-Tf-supesnatu: 
truth, it would 


human judgem: 
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tliereforé; be any:use: in: imiirecles/;since: they, donot 4 
“alter: the: ndture of; things; or destroy: the: force;and - 
extent-of evidences: darfar A eer nl oe unm. zie 
] "Y hel évidence deduced from the. llam existence _ 
of anitaclesisiconsidéred ‘by: Christian believers:incort- 
 trevertible; in regard to: ‘the’ sacred: trüths;in their reli- 
gion. It isiastonishing; say: théy;.that: any. mani can . 
have’ the: audacity to callin question »the::truth of . 
this system, “whose? divinity -has:been’: Paca by ithe 
working of 'so»many miracles: : Both under-the. Jew- 
ish and : Christian 'dispensations, "God-manifésted. his 
power, and displayed: his eternal perfections im: sup- - 
port of. thé:holy nature and celestial-origin of revealed 
religion ; he stopped: the: course: of ‘the sun;^»parted | 
the.seas, and dried up the rivers, that his chosen: peo- 
_ ple: might ‘pass : through with . ‘safety. upon: dryland. 
“He raised. the” dead in’ presence: of: vast -multitudes, 
whose testimony: has descended: down: to. us, with un- 
diminished weight and'convincing: energy. : He has ar-. 
vested à in türn:all the powerful laws:of. nature; in.con- — 
sequence of which; he: has. established, inthe: face-of 
the world,’ the: divine origin: ofi the £Minonimlietins 
Te: is, ‘therefore, something worse than: folly; st as:bénd- | 
ness and madness, mingled with ihe grossest effrontery 
to the majesty: of Heaven, ‘even’ to: ‘suspeet:'the: holy 
truths: of this holy: and: supernatural: system.) © Alb 
this:say be: true; Gee efits :trath we shall be; better 
| able ‘to. judge : ‘when we. have ‘thordughly ińvestigated : 
the. subject. Assertions.. cannot be: substituted ; r. 
. arguments, and we: have yet :tó learn; *' whether:t le. 
| Weight of evidence. drawn from miracles, be a8 | 
as Christian believers: represent. : Ai miracle: isra yio» 
of. the laws of nature, ‘by supe T É 
; „of: rene violation es must-have been 
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miracles. bet this case bea mined, and. the supe 

rior weight. of evidence, will appear with -convineing: 

force... Believers declare thay uncis A" were 
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Thsopgh:a lang sugges jon. of.. get the seme..gemeral | 
agio. and eyenta. have.been:pr i theaeme caes |. 
appear ;to,bave.bgen-in.a constant.state ef ae i 
wanne. ofn the. name, or similar effects, ‘and toisthe 
ay order of the physical. world, every living areae 
Si ees cats goce t 
dy. ME EMEF i 18: ty. ana: harmony: 
of. the; world. was. ; destroyed, this ought: Bot | to S. | 
balance the convincing force. fca dante aw 
our, own observations... If we say-that we: believe the 
former. extravagant, accounts, we coptradiet::thaotes |. 
timony, of: our. own, senses ; we abandon theinstruative | 
guide of our. own. experience, and. affirm thet the testi: | 
mony. of.a.few.men. has. tum neigt than, Mite) 
positive. kaole 
he human. mind is;. bound to decide, ‘aocording - va 
the greatest portion. of evidence ; ini any: given :camey 
therefore, the . mature and- ;portion. of: ;evidence:. ought 
to. o fap. called: up, before.the minds. and: pemspieute 
of. e guid qut probably. ew x saisi aa | 
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speaks the language of solemn! truth’ | fo? cótitrovért; 
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still? There is ds much: ‘fedgoti’ "for them? how at 
| there ever was; and'tlié nécessity is increased" by t the 
| infidelity of the- présent: day.” TE intiractes were tedes- : 
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produced: by the ‘common operations’ of thé’ taws of 
“Nature.” "1t"is; "therefore, impossible “to” give e equal 
if to all. thiosé who ‘are’ equiilly interested 4i ‘the 
“ultimate: deeisiott upon revealed: feligion. 
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/ would h ecalcdlated t6 Y te^ alana amongst We 
2 mle. ^E e ta 18, there € in" be 
thing asa miracle, and. the réligióti ‘that’ 1 X boit 
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ext; inofning. Phat: /he - saw: God: Almighty, und 
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be suspected .oferror,:and miracles.'most''of; all. . t 
is..extraordinary that’ Jesus, who -is»>sdid ‘to “have 
. wrought so. many miracles; was: afterwands:put to death 
 inthe very place- where: they -weré wrought, and;by 
the, very: persons. who had been eye’ witnesses. of such | 
divine:and.:-supernatural: power. “If the: Jews’ de- 
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inspired: witha clear anda AEE iibi Lof iii» 
:dvẹtits, which subséquent:tigies.should disclode 
1o 1hB.- buman:racé;; T he- predictions jof these: mien 
have. beeni literally: fulfilled, and: this. cireümstanoe..of 
itself óught to. be sáflicient to: destroy: the. infidelity.of 
tlie présent age.” This: idea is.consideted by Christians 
. es fóubdell in:;trutb;: and: they challenge | a confutation ' 
of its;fótce and; effect: A¢-is:therefore necessary: that | . 
we inquire whether-this species of: evidence can:-have | 
weight inithe present case. : auhia isnin somere | c 
spe acts ‘like: € ihe bot " à 
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Course..with celestial: powers.: In: all: ages: there | 
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mouth of one of his Ln Ug 5 Gee 2d "Chron; chap. 
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- | cumstance: ^ There. can be no“ use‘in : af 
, | atobody?:can::tellto what: object: it is: directed; and 
»| what is its real and- true meaning.: A :prophecy:cthat 


M of thé moral — 


¢ may be applied: to twenty. different objects, is-no PIA | 
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[verme cnt or. mere guess: work, for any men 
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of: society, : „and subversive: of: the “best: interests o£ the: 
human face. i- Some of theséwuinons and immoral:sán« 
timents must be-noticed, and made the subject of uses 
ful.comment, ‘The gospel.of Jems Christ id: hnhounced 
to. a; wicked. world; as a‘greatiand important blessings; 
 butian éxarhination ef | thisitystem will shewithat itis 
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your life, what : ye. shall: eat or. ur af sadi dins ] 
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isa: ‘solemn : truth, ‘that the: powets:of : Imam areeonipes : 
tent; to:provide. for: his. happiness ; they ‘are: eqaaliito | 
the exigencies of his existence.^-dt is.si iti 
has- mai E diis itis eli jous 


fence. to k is. character th "YTEY xt-righteoüsness i S 
rags. Neh; Go d would. treat rb: me | 
= ae oer re yp TET wn Oy eminduesb nne deb i 
xf e; repetition ;-of “such: discouraging: impressions | 
must necessarily. owoirk. an effect: : Terhiarkably: anjüfious , 
to. the. —— of: the: human race. * dt is jn 
ity to :this. immoral: ae oo pa 


nima acts; of; -benevc Besnard 


‘universal. charity. '; Tir addition to: the ;poinfed:de 
tions: of the holy brem rand taii an 
tice of ; t = th e aane mon sand 
Christian xe 


--The-idea Dot Kin ‘of. Maryo. ve | 
sins. Mdb idein that henceforth moral 


94 7 PRINCIPLES OP: NATURE: 


peut me by. whieh: the moral world:has: beeniinsult- 
. edivend::péervented. i ‘Phe: supernatural. 1 miris d 
whieh ‘Christians for sd many: ages dave ead 
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quainted with this celestial gift, ati has been’ et times 
madre: trouble than profit; since innüméerable: ‘doubts 
; have een created concerning’ its reality and modes of 
Operation j in the human hearty iog «ooo, Jia claae, 
 sWhe cursory survey’ that has been taker of the hm. 
moral precepts. and: principlescontéined in the Old and 
Nan: wa N m iproves that: these: books’ are 
E Pe God: of the Jews’end 
Mr toco inm description, ^a 
'angeable, passi “angry, ‘unjust, and revengeful 
cig ; infunate im bis wrath, capricious ‘in his' con 
duct, and destitute, in many respects, of ‘those‘sub- 
lee and: immutable properties svhich:reslly ; belong to 
the: Preservet:of the universo; "Phecharaetets i 
of in the . scriptures; as the» favourites of! Heaven, 
such as Moses, Joshua, : David; Solomon, Jesus; ‘and 
Paul, aré: none: of them ‘good moral “characters' je ‘fs - 
not probable;: thi wa thetthey were’ ‘selected by ‘the 
Creator ás the ‘organs of celestial: communication: Yt 
the; MÀ cem een and: individual ‘justice ds 
| | | e -aecóniplios sf 


tho New Testament area perversion of gll correct pre: 
. eiplesória:codlecof moral virtue. The — 
calculated to-take man eat of himself; to destroy his 
confidence ia dus: own: energies; to debase kikoak 

$ ties, witiate dris social affections, and brutalize the most 
5 Auman existenob, Phe: wakawaida 
| sityofithehuman rade consists in" the practice ofan 
cane an the iexereise!of a fine bya ' 
e, in reciprocating our feeli "end: dfe: | 
thins, iin promoting the'justioe and order sof eodibty, 
dmrelieving and “supporting "Uie eddie. 
— -nirerieism evil end. — 
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in Short; inpronioting universally the'stience, thévistue; 
and happiness of the worlds There is; however, rio pos 


 sibitity-of faithfully: performing these duties’ while uti- 

der theshackles of Jewish and Christian stiperstition. 
Thé: " Consists Tria return to &utüre; dnd irele: 
vating our: ‘views! and conceptions above those! th 


gidal absurdities which have degraded matt to ao levat 


wah the beast, ah ;him «5 respect! his civit 
and eeclesinstical! tyrants ae ‘beings: of at higher-order, 
cr'velestial messengers ‘fron ác ‘vindictive id revenge 
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FR sho ih. at bbais En DINNER, 164 er gam. iud Er biu SO 
"— micis: ini: MINI LIRE a cda diio TH rae 


Wants allcother- arguments ikunies are! -ealled:to 


contemplate:the: wonderful: ortitada: of thoe. neatis 
of ‘Cheis. ; 


who, bhava ‘suffered and died im tlie:-cduse of 
tianitite!s Such; religious. | heroism; vitiis 


owns Minero titia "certain WA ccc 
wart Aa 
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contaadictory.4 but they have air meni 
outnumber; both systems have sacrificed millic | 
the altar, of theological. fanaticism 
Mahometans is not less; infutiate: on 
ae": the. am ag sanda i 


duct of amu, in every: age; nd, “upon: n-every: impor- 
tant occasion, it is-strange-that-an- argument drawn 
from the conduct of Christian martyrs,: should ‘have 
been advanced. in favour: of, the, divine origin -of ‘this 
religion. . The spirit of fanaticism, which made Europe, 
during several centuries, the slaughter-house ‘of the 
world,: will. not, surely, be adduced: in favour.-of the 
mild and celestial. nature’ ofthe: religion’ of: Jesus; 

yet, the crusades prove. as much.as individual martyr- 
“dom, iand meither,iof these. “proves: more: than t that. 
human: nature is. st ceptible: of . strong-and raneorous 
ET = Sand that 40. Me kalief the modification:of 
imaginati ori oabways : overturns: ‘the. empire «of ‘weaso n, 
e «the throne of: justice.  The:extentsof 
real: attachment: which, WA 
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tend thgt-the conduct) of; Christian: ‘martyrs: substari- 
tiates, iu any degree; '£heidivinity;of:the Oldior-New | 
Testament. From the banks: S pi | 
the .islend- -of Japan, there is/not/a spot'ofearth( but - 
what. has. fürpished.rhartyrs: iri: some; cause: or. e 
andiifi the iden:contëndedfor:by:!balhieversf ere tiue; —. 
it;ig certain that inore.thán five hundred: religious sec . 
taries, ; ell. different: in: the -tenets which they” hold, 
coyld-instantly, prove the;sacredness of» their: theologi- 
cal.opinions;- by reference to:a: spirit of fanatical‘ mar- 
tyrdom:;;.which «spirit, - instead -of bearing: the “least 
relation-to--truth;: lias served» only*'to- make: man ia 
miserable idiot; and deluge t the. world ih blood: itt: l 
Fhe Church: of. Christ, 'in ‘all'ages, ‘hás come in for 
a share:.of:influence and! authority; to: preve «that ithe 
scriptures are trüe; ^ The Church has: always believed 
in, the::Bible, and therefore the Bibles ‘true. The 
Biblesteolaree theClhürch toi be right; and! therefore 
he Church ‘cannot: de wrong : the Church 3 roves ihe . 
Bible, und the Bible proves the: Church ; thus thedi- 
anity of the onej and theanfallibility of. the: other is 
d: $nconitrovertile. : If it were adm | that 
the sauthority. or opinion: of the:Chħurch:'conld prove 
any tliing;.it would nevertheless “be difficult to disco- 
ver who dre the: Church. - ‘The sectarian divisions are 
sọ numerous, thatit is impossible to determine which 
is:the, true!’ Chürch; "This would: bea! müch more 
difficult task than to determine which is the érroneous 
Church; i: They ' continually; dispute with eachi'other 
concerning the truth of their doctrine, they ariathema- 
tize.one another, ‘and are libéral in: the ‘charges of: 
resy ; they-are all heretics: in: “the estimation "of each 
niii: pment sndard! to: determine ‘with 
> their:theological : differences.” Mese d 
j top ve the: Christian religion; is __ 


Chunshsinene copo: "ony Er rather Athiel ~ fete 
considered: as: the: — and: "then it ‘would: be 
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time enough to: decide: whether everi: that one‘had. any 
just’claim to settle for'iall mankind the: problemativat 
points: of:^trüth-/and» erfor:! SIR however, sali the 
Churches: ii the:qworld; were agieed “i in their doetri nes} 
this! would-riot; prove: ‘them to" be berues but: amidst 
such 'ecclesiastioal: différericeshof?opinion; atii honest | 
enquirer ‘of truth:' will:ifind !but:«ittle consolatio: - 
These ~ heterbgeneous and vere tmr ul 
supernatural theology: necessa : destroy: die | 
and: pretended “divieitysof alli these: "systems. i The 
Church ‘has carried ‘every: thing witha hi rh: hand; and 
attempted ::to- settle i: ‘questions: of truth: a stheofored — 
of authority’; ‘but'foree lias" no telation'to Y truthe amd 
all the-authority of all! the; Churches can:never’anni- 
hilate,'m asinple instance; ; tlie necessary and essential 
connection between ‘the ‘truth iof - ‘a proposition sind. 
thé evidence by: which it is supported: 5 Info ges 
they-:held:many'\countils to: decide `upom'ecċlesi 
cal truths, and id? every. "peeceseiré oo neit wild 
teration was made; trdth: >was: nevér the samo ^writh 
themy and the \final ‘decisions twere: ‘regulated A 
temperament; views, ‘and interest of thosededrnedand 
‘pious ‘clergy mieny “who 'torm posed those chose "oceldtiuntiuid 
associations. ‘When «the ‘power: of the eouneilg was 
not sufficient; the sword was resorted to? and: this*con- 
stitüted the fast reason- of; the:Chiürch, às welkvas-of 
"Ta historize the condüct of the Church; from 
tlie- third century ;/tó:the: commencement! of theoisim 
teenth; would fill many: voltimes; and aftérla | 
“be nothing more: than a ‘dark‘historyof “cru 
persecution; “burning: of ‘heretios}:and sheddi 
name of Heaven, the blood ofthe hi m , 
m a:corrupted: Church‘and priesthood:Ata d 
inam ertor for’ a thousnid! years, this:dogs:! inotohdage 
‘the nature of ‘that’ errot; ‘and«cahnotronvertlituiith 
Tm 3s contended, schabhaincoep ‘alls tp ques 
dior the divinity. of! revealed igion; vis A)inpiin die. 
face of the Chid amd s ‘controverting: its anicrent:anad 
—— ajihisi — Jurvdiistoed - 
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was sttfeug, 
haudiof the Father in Heaven; “This foolish and 
despicable -altereatioi: gevieratg)the mjostenvebomed 
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the: teta ages: yithatitheyi have been believed: by many 
pious. aad dearned menjiahil carinatanmw.be overturned 
by. a-mew and infidel: philosoy hyii Dolalb:this. oitamSy | 
be answered;-that’a Churcli; that has:always been quar- 


velhng: with itself concerning doctrin acra dal be 
suspected ;2it'is abso »necessary-d nitha- Church; 
first: to:settle its-oWvu:disputes;.:hefore it. calla others. fo 


account for:unbelief. The bleddy and ferocious con- 
duct:; the: crueltiés; differerices,;;and:: persecutione. of 
the; Christian’ Chürch;: in ' all: ages, - -eught.: fo destroy 
all:ite-weight and. huthority.:., Fruth;has not been dis 
object, for sincere inquiries: after mes are;disposed:.to 
tautual friendsliip and assistance ;.but ;this..has::never | 
been-the case witli those religious déspots;... whose opi- 
nions have: kepit; the world in. -an;uproar.for.more.than 
fifteen hundred; years: bItwas ahonetime a famous 
e among‘ the clesgy:in:urope, : aaliether Jesus 
yai kneeling, or standing iat the right 


málicersànd: thè! most.-rancoroua - passions, were det 
loose pon: thia: occasion, to-the- destniction of order 
peace; and human: ‘happiness,: g ‘But the.€ © the 
repository- of power ;::thée Church know 
the Churchis Ghoays night, dnd.stoc,b 
— who does not believe as the Cha 


S AE AI 


an eo atural, systema] was Sub. - 
jectedito. areren d ika eich else AERIS 

its: truth: and: utility. : In. proportion. a9, 8cjet | 
d ankal m i iN. | 
has become: a ainted, with: themaiurset: pee 


>, 
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moral principle, his: respect for unna heology: has 
constantly: diminished: "During: kutesa u kuadesd 


years: of moral: darkness; 4n. illic hano: was: ime 
volved, it was impossible tliat the ; Christian "religion 
should be brought to the test: of a- fair: examinatio: 

and: ‘upright decision:; the learning: ati those .ages:) 

almost exclusively: confined to the clergy, andas: they 
were universally: attached; either.. rom: pure or inter- 
ested: ‘motives; ito ‘the Christian religion, ‘it: was: not. 
possible that there should: be: any. free inquiry: upon 
the subject.: It is very, easy: fora thing t0:stand: tlie 
test'where every body is in favour ofits: this is.ex- 
actly the case in regard:to ‘revealed religion ; 'üt:stood 
the’ test very: ‘well when: nobody: had’ the;seitse- or 
courage to” oppose iiti: Butiwhen!:philósophyshad - 
opened.. her "treasures, : and? 'developed^some ‘of - the 
most». ‘sublime. nè: a iio ^of : admi 


de! future’ gereeiiowe 'of-mankind: > -the agii 
of? pious ‘and: learned men: ought: never to ^be:adduced 
tö prove the: celestial: origin of the Christian: religion. 
These ‘same 1 men, celebrated >for: piety «and MÀ 
. havé^bélieved ‘in the’ grossest: absurdities- : E 
most childish errors. ” They: have believed. that ‘athe 
ar th « ‘was’ the centre of the: planetary: system, and that 
E sun ‘constantly performed its. revolution round it; 
réas ‘the ‘reverse is ‘the’ truth, “the sun is the centre 


tthe as system; and: round "that roipiesilent 
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luminary: all: the! planets: constantly: revolve, They 
have believed Lin witchcraft, (dreams, apparitions, : rand 
all: chat numerous train of ancient gentry, which: have 
tnuch ‘troubled: the re jose of credulous fools. Since 
en; it’ is | that; they'bave submitted) to the 
legrading: credulity; ‘their ‘opinions 
eannot be: cited in: poof of any pte Mobi: 
they ‘have ‘been,’ liowever;: hofiest, and in-many in 

stancés, respectable men. "Ersor/s amisfortune add 
nót a: vrinie: ‘but truth cai never be substantiated by 
adducing; in: support: of: i thé hr curie spen. 


tiotis and delided. men: PIO T T 
dam qoid: fe pbir, o toot ji 
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i 
"n 


de TA dps He Mad: ani UR i ota! | 
Fn facts i in the: physical svorld'are; many. of them; 
difficult of ‘solution’ 3; those ; of the moral: world: have 
xed still) more the ‘operations of (the: human : un- 
derstanding:^ The subtilty;: the abstrüscriess, the iheog- 
nizable-character of moral: existence; : ;place: it;beyend. 
the power! of clear intellectual ;pescéption;: and:'the 
mind Joses itself ja those-metaphysical-cimbisiations,- 
wljose “successive ‘variations ‘are |-incalculeble;: ‘But 
the difficultés "hichriature!has:throówn in. the:wayinf. 
ig: üry-nre: ‘much less numerous ; than those | poez 
| tion.» i 'Abdesign;has been: formed, 
and carried into ‘effect, whose: sobject :it-wdsbtel. ower 
the moral: world iwitli-a-inantle Jofranystery, awdl Ex- - 
chidé it‘ wholly fromthe view, of ivulgar;eyes, and 
commod eom lodi only tiscessaty to Gon: 
ceal;thé:real nature and: character o£ a thing; arid the 
deformities “and -distortioris sl soles pass for 
— Oti céssen — — 


HH 


102 . PRINCIPLES OF: NATURE; 


any specific; mode: of: existences}; Ifithe | subtilty.cof 
thought, )iand: the: difficulty! of moral: discrimination; 
have inumany, c cases presented: to human-inyestigit Hs 
barrier toi farther progress =the :interítiótial :má Mr 
descriptions ofi superstition shave} in: almost: everyiags ; 
and: country; terrified the ‘mind of ndny arid’ j 
the : developement of; substantiakmorall principle.:^ Nas 
ture; furnishes bome, difficulties; but: Supethatural thë 
ology: exhibits:many more. anr GS MSS. ATTN 
a mo: : one-instance is this: remark more substantially 
z than cinithe inguiries; which: mati ‘has made 
concerning the source or. origin :of: morabiewil.: < Ress 
son and theology, philosophy . and superstition, are at 
war upon this subject. "The believers in the Christian 
religion, following ' Mes- of their theological 
and fanatic predecessors, haye searched the universe in 
quest of a satisfactory solution jt ito that long “altercated 
question— Whence ` came moral evil? One religious 
sactary, willing to, screen, the divinity from any. just 
accusation relative :to:so nefarious.aconcern, ‘have ‘de- 
scended. esata discovered there all’ — cha- 
racters and: ‘machinery : necessary to the:pro-- 
duction ‘of: sich au effect ; kar Hada aan | 
fanatic invehtion indnlged itself.in all: the exti 
. ef delusión,.— It wasa ry: first: to't 
Jenat country; ’ mud» tetto erento: inhabited ‘ited | 
to the nature of the;climite; and the urifo 
dition in which they were to: réside. 
Devil v edingly formed, "and t 
: "in indubitable trath = 
ce and: fana- 


wai merde point s aa ellach n jdfficuMyids — 
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been. considered as an; ample: illustration: Gfvall. the: 
difficulties. relative.to the subject of: Theism,” and -the- 
existence of: the’ physical: »universe.: . “Similar to: this: 
idea, is: ithe: ddetrime’ xconcéraing ‘moral: (evil; imd >the - 
disposition: which theologians have exhibited: to remove 
e dere ek The whole place itupe 
y M 
détach the. mind from: redis ri Vcr: hen 
eyil; While reflectidn is directed: to another word; iit 
is incompetent: to à clear view «of -the facts ‘existing i in 
this, andthe habit. of such. -neveries' produces a fanatic 
delirium. subversive of all correctness "of: j ju 
Thé existenée of hell; and the. beings: that: dwell thére- 
in, being: only. supported by. ‘what i is: calléd:: divine -re= - 
velation, dt. follows, 208 course, that if this. revelation is 
uot true; a belief:i many thing ‘that is'a mere resultof 
that. systemi cannot: lie: -sübstantially: founded: Since - 
then itis ‘presumed, that in these chapters &competeit 


reftitation is given “to; «the -doctrine:‘containedin:the ^. 


sacred: ‘books. of the. Jews: and: Christiats, the ideá of |. 

descending into. hell, or shaving recoürse toa devil; 

in. of: moral evil, is: futile and inconsistent; |: HT 
Another: pait, of the Christian ward; \ oavoid 

dilficulties Which. theirs ita onists had thrdwn in their | 

waya abandoned’. the. iaférnal ‘abod nded = 

“into thg;celesbab world, in; quest of the origin of evil. .— 
Th papbabated ingenious metaphysical zeusóning upon. 
ei aubject + decbaritig flat God w the» Creato 


wag wed iaomething ] 


i 
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earth, and saw,.or might have seen, in the very} bosom’ 
of society, and the perverted character of! man, a.clear 
and: satisfactory solution ; of... that. : difficult. AUR" 
which, ‘for'so long : a time, had. occupied: his. tion 
in: distant: regios. Itisin this inarinegg that the pl in- 
est: subject: ‘isjrendered inysterious,. /whenas i jous 
réligion'is industriously employed! in. subverting: the 
independent power of thought; It is neither inthe upi 
per nor lower regions ; it is mot in heaven nor. iu hell, 
that the origincof: moral evil will:be discovered it is 
; ad only among those: ‘intelligent: beings who 
eristupouthe' earth. ‘Man has created ` it; and: man 
must destroy a.’ - p 
- Bat itis! Lr M to exhibit the proofs of this. Jast 
assertion, andiconvince ‘Christian theology of the i irinu- 
nierable errors,” which for.ages ‘past | have been i 


. upon.a: credulous and deluded: world. What ie. it, 


. then; that: constitutes à moral evil‘? P Iti is the violation 


of a:law of justice or utility; by : any one. of the hu- 


: màn: ‘species, ‘competent. to ‘distinguish ‘between’ right 


> and wrong. We have no other ‘cognizable idea. upon. . 


.: this subject. Facts and practice ere presented. conti: 


. nually:to the.view of the human mind ; the decision of 


à correct, mind. i$ always according: to. ‘the: nature. Jand: 
chatacter of tlie case. "The character of.a human: being 
is made either good ‘or bad by. the. actions: he: commits, | 
If these actions are conformable ‘to. the principles..o 
justice: and universal ‘benevolence, they! are with great 
F) desiomineted © good; if; they. are — | 
cruel; and destructive to sensitive and, ‘intellec ? Wife, 
they:are: denominated bad. ; There: are ‘certain: funda: 
mental: laws, suitable for the peau, Irational 
wi pin eea a Seer from one me | 
r. 


hs 
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tlie eltaroctéritie differente between them, in: order to 
‘establish the :position: principally ‘assumed: ib. this ini 
quit mdp to be. sérollécted, that: even! -if it 
€ di which. by: ‘the: way it chtinot,. that 
even'a deity or a devil had: violated moral law; this 
Dm t: effect thé decision upon . the subject; in — 
peed to mmis becilise that evil could :tiot be trans» 
Fsfrorii > & différerit-kind of beings: ib the’ other 
those who: exist upon earth,- As the moral 
a) ofall intelligent agents are’ personal; are 
esberitipily their own and not another's ;“as.there can be 
no justifiable: transfer between man ánd man, so-it fol- 
mrt td icai: be: none bétweernman «and devil. 
E A terne must: pnr eee bair: 
; “gest upon owh ‘energies ah responsible 
for’ bimpelé: "Man must; therefore, Télinquish -that 
ition, which has )een assumed - by Christian the- 
Y. ADS d : trhnaferable. pe Gf: moral 
ities} ^ stianity presents ‘us two. grand £ 
Wir characters, malty re we are always referred in 
iquities upon the subject‘of mom: die Adam 
thes ttem im them 15 said to- 
tusha ctatcawe le simahd ng hteousness of the | 
Phe! new Testament eelares that, as ix 
Adam all dis vio 0 in Christ. shall ull be made 


id 
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theology: has” made réctirfence to E to aid 
the: solution” ef difficulties; relative ;to/thétofi igin: 
moralevil ;*f it-hás ^ by "tiis idea ‘perverted: the ete 
nal: »principles'of: discriminative justice; it has albo bes 
equally ünfortünáte inca ing “inthe: righteous “Jesus 
to its assistance, in expectati« stioying 
the: imrhotality ‘of the’ world. he tcriptires à i 
us to behold! the Lamb of: God; that ‘taketh awdy-th 
Bins. of the World: This’ ‘Lamb is: Jesus; the: only 
gotten of: the Father's he is'repüted 6o/be: dit ; 
-uncontamihated: with an anyo kind: “of-mordË türgitude: 
He is made thé victim:of ‘Jehovah's: wrath; ‘at 
sacrifice to the'vindictive fury: of: his benevolent | 
atid-all ‘this for the purpose Lunes ser “fot 
which: 'apostate!tfian * should have been:sc 
afflicted.) ‘Means more ‘ansuitable‘or incom 
the production. of süch:an effect, could : never have been 
invented bythe délirious brain’ of-fanaticiom itself; | 
but: the: ‘absurd "and ‘:incompetent::‘méthods which _ 
Cliristian ‘theology has invented for the “destruction: of 
moral evil,’ aré mot so^much the: objects:of the p 
investigation; as the means; which ` reason: has in view 
to effectuate the "moral renovatión-of the speciés; dit 
is@ common: complaint’ among theological: doctors, 
CPhatithe world is growing worse-and: worse! oy wnt 
. cfiPassing. by any-'stricturesiupon: irem oed 
which theologibts } ‘pay to ‘themselves by indi g such 
sentiment; 'the:truth of: the opinion itself wilt become 
amore important’ matter! of. discussion: i Fhe-borgattie 
Construction, the powers and: the properties ofiniman 
existence; the mcd aine eire » 2 n 
ntes i 3 eare ‘objects. subject 
d cim "of. mani qn renis etie icon n 
í d. iT cdit of te quem danih ways 


judging peer uem know " aan i ading = 
— of- — similarity of — i strüotube, 
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cogent iproofs.;will be exhibited - against. the admission. 
ofvan opinion hostile to the; ultimate :: voro ia 
intelligent life:;;'The expansion. of mi develope- - 
ment of. principles;: and the cultivation: as " arts, in | 
a degree far: superior to all. the: specimens,.of high jam- 
tiquity,: evince an incontrovertible :; amelioration.in the 
present race; TI he: <aecormmodations, favourable to the _ 
comfort; and : happiness of: life, : with, which ;man- has s 
surrojinded biinsélf,; demonstrat, that there exists in 
the constitution of his mature a strong; a and. indestruc- 
tilile impulse to: progressive: improyement ; to: the :di- 
mipution ;;of. evil; end:.the augmentation. o good. 
The fine moral .qualities:of the:heart, which. adorn çul - 
tivated life; give.toit a splendid brillianeyzand triumph- 
ant exaltation above the coarse, instinetive brutality. of | 
fotwér ages. < If: personal. malignity,and;national, war: 
fare continue, the fimt is diminished in; the. -gcrimony 
of:its: character, and: the second has regu lated its move, 
menta, in. some,measure, upen-the; principles..of are-. 
eal humanity; and-a- greater: respect for; the; dig. 
nity-of-human ekistence.; ‘hese are fuets with which | 
we are every meme i; presented. in ` the e history, of 
modern: times: those; who .controvert “these; ; assertions 
niust-heve forgotten, or never knew, the; names of. Alex 
ander, iof: Nero, and. Caligula ; of the numerous eccle- 
siastieal despots. and: persecutors. with. which the his- 
tory-of the Christian Church presents us, Anterior. to 
tlie.commencement of the sixteenth century, anay dar 
thers: they: must. have.. neglected. the. areading. of the 
Medus dia and. — Jof; m baracte 
of cM b bem, azali atiquity£:.. m 
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of refutation’ to” these remarks, it i& admitted in. its 
full force, and this emiment murderer of modern times 

“consigned, by: ‘the’ sentiment: of humanity, t0: the 
grave of eternal Mifemiy But tne casca of each acwage 
batbarity ‘are’ growing: less nurisérous: iw: 


proportioti; a. 
the Ka of Of p neiple -advatiees, and “theeorpe: 


spondent moral practice: se owing from such kno | 
a dedi well Qe TRU tome ; muktévémn 
tually become Both ' it and the puardienof 
the fights and happiness of humen existence; '-Reasoti 
has already a iquired such street zand'so fer: unfolded 
its powers, thet it hes already-sealed 
) tiny of the' “hitman Tace: Be isthe: pe of 
reason to look to’ the'utter- wa me eth ví dnidiotit 
\ ior ane ana” ‘atate “ These twin -aleters 0f 
| iniquity are’ li 3 gj | rH 
. huge devastetió on over the face OF the whole: 
| done more to render “the himan raco' vielousaud:'de- 
wav d; than “al? other" caused 'conjoitithy : ' 
| FE the passions of man'and the in of ‘his nate 
j have frequently produced a Snort teet rire 
condiict, it dep ae tment: dnd a 
| Corrupt religion Have rendered: him habicoally wicked; 
perverted all the conceptions of the mind "upon 
trora¥ and pola subjects; and iam room jntelleo- 
| iene Hsbc righ Point egit 


wy 


"mos mportaht step which can be takeni for the 


extermination” ‘of vice ‘and Misery, is*te! destroy the 
iflei an ‘whith’ such’ evils are 
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doa oo happ ft ser sue 
ely tll the civil and e pA 


tiem: and "supernatural ‘religion die à 


as should kaaa mh to’ éxistáh: the donsth 
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lutions of the world ;; an: expedient, however, thé rec-. 
titude: of: ‘which-some ‘benevolent philosophers. have 
alled in » Anamplé discussion of this point, 
hernias; dim seserved. t0: occupy à place in. a political. 
work,: which:the author ore PAPA RB for the press, and 
jin awe zaa Spa mer to the. view-of the public as 
sisi vé BR ES x39 70251. AMT. 


be fellacion 
m nint and, end - rim A 
sword in- thé other, must. ‘attack ‘the thi 3 
hierarehies ‘of tte) world, ‘atid level. them wir ho dhat 
o£ thé! earth/d-i then ‘the ‘emencip á be 
Sinua y tiie jower of -cietieo iat: the character of au 
cligitened citron possessing w khowlodgghof 
; his fights; a nolledge of it will eonvequenthy 
follow, and he-will-diseever-the ‘intimate: andeaséitial = 
aliota between: i hie Navi o at teed 
ve rte uM. vittué; : Af icini aid eccle. 
ima maha would - 
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and material: philddophy: Were eA ene a 
nigotion.wois, of: course, consi epee makipa 


i eth 1 combines combined their sumpt in dhe | 
ilont * mika wanah Ss tre mamii 
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terious: įntercourse: Fusce ings: of ^ 
celestial: “powers, then they! are piam thi 
these: are the; governments and relietons: | 
reason and: pli aba «ought ito: direct. their energies; 
but ifsby government: ‘they meania® isystemiof genuine 
republicanismy founded ‘upon the equal rights *of-man, 
and by religion the idea of simple pent theim» 
mortality:of moral virtue; thén’th the eir asser are false, 
and ‘their: productions a calumny | 
rights-of human nature; Thé: dir ote di ieri 
is; that those who oppose philosophy; and: bestow. upon 
it: harsh and. malignant epithets, ‘are interested im keep- 
ing» up ‘a “privileged ‘system’ of -phimder: and; a je 
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delirious nd have? bici akitia ard 9 
of: evidence; . ‘and the ‘principle’ of. correct conclusio 
; It^was notin ` the organization. : of: the material > worldj 
that man sought for trath; but in the deceptive scheines © 
of. religion, which interested zeal. imposed: upon him: * 
 "*'Phe sensation; the intellect; - the ‘capacities: of: man; 
| [zoh hipo that hemani e cause of ii 
ut instea searc or the: cau .t evils, 
ieee nase ec crt red the 
rations erem gn ‘besibjëghted: by: the” pride end 
 trüe connection: ists : miseries "whicli che: felt; — 
anid the: active: and: matarul:icatisi "which ‘produced, 
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kind be ebigidered as sheiscourges of divine'vengeatite 
forthe: putt 
minately.atp 


nthe: virtudus'and the vieious; ‘upon the 


oing and theðld; upon the weak and-theistròng in ` 
faet, uporrevery' class ‘of intelligent beiügs, ‘whatever . 


Of: ein; why ‘do: they fall indiseri; 


LN 


maybe! their character, their: « circumstances; and: dòn: | 


dition in tif?“ Why does not divine: ‘justice: apportion j | 


_ these: unishments' to the-actual: degree of criminality 
each individual: thats made 


tokens ofii 
mies} ‘those only: -whoare « disobedient and inco 


i “the object ofhiedis- — 
g Why: does Henot pour out his beneficence . 

sehobert childrenof his love, and mark with 

spleusutethose only who are’ His real: ene- | 


wicked?» Sut do this: ig ^not the manner of his Ope- 


ration ;: this- artánget 
-where torbe ee - tea child: of en and tlie 


+O ae 


form. horses of: fac Jaws of- mawalii not e er ; 
special judgment from God ; this proves incontestibly, - 
a want. of ihora: ‘discrimination, : ‘and- overturns: seil 4 


argoment ‘which- Superstition: has ‘arranged: for the 


tated to yield^ to the -truth-'of these opera ions; they 
stand: verified: by observation, by the’ e - 
rience of^all-anankind. "There je not; : ap: 
gle case in: which: man reasons so much in the faee:o! 
facts,‘as. in the admission ofa special: provi lene rin 
the.. government: ofthe wor d; -" These: reflections 
though they: may: at firs - appear to. apana makani. | 
cane. of virtue; sills: when attentive -exemüned, be - 
human miidilbestróngeh inducements: to the practi 
ne morality ; for:no-otie can with justice: p 


ian. that the discovery. and ‘the disclosure of: oe M 


injure: the moral: ‘improvement : "of thesp 
Q- me. 


vof ‘distributive: ‘justice ds^mo ` 


aplishment of: ler: wicked intentions; / 009 | 
«Whoever: wilt deign. to look at faets; will: be: necessi- 


effect, end-presenttothe 
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; although. ihe. world i is: governed byigeneraldaws, ‘and 
. consequently every: description of characteris meces-- 
sarily- involved, in,the-result-of their | operations yot.itig 
also, certain, that:the design; and; the practice, of yintue 
i 9me: the: surest; grounds ' On: -which..to, rest, ‘the: experta- | 
E tion; of-morabfelicity. ' It;is;true, indeed, that. nodes- 
: greg. of: virtue.can. effectually. secure; man agaibst.the 
! effects of: pliysical eyi 3 because whatever. maybe. the 
excellence of-his. character, this. excellence. will. net 
; preyeritsthe | unifo nins Operation. in’ the: material, 
_ World;’-nor change: the immutable: lawa by. whithait is 
. governed, nor. can it. destroy: that; universal; relation. 
whieli every where exists. betyreen: sensation. and: the : 
law. of: power in external. objects. In. vain shall. w 
j search for: a: solution of: difficulties. in: the, niutable de. 
| @neesiof. a capricious . divinity ¢,it-will. 'ever'be: Recess = 
saty-to-have 4 recourse to- the, fundamental; laws: by, 
which: the: ‘material universe is. regulated; it. will: ever. 
be ‘necessary. to abide - faithfully. by-the. “Universal: prin- 
sn of mature; án all. our. decisione. en. this: ampe 
No ‘anata can.more re effectually. di e moral. 
character: of God, than that, which. includes: ‘ie d a. n 3 
- partial arrangement in the: government. ‘ofthe world; 
"t and.no system is more  incontestibly.. proved by, facts, 
} than. that: whieh. admits. universality of operation, inthe 
“ whole:of: physical. existence. . : The. evils of, which 1 m 
| complains, and which che unphilosaphically.. dengmi-: 
nates the judgments of Paria Dsequences resujt-. . 
_ ing from: the: establishment of. immummbla lay lays M 
' the-want of moral. discrimination. relative n eal 
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ments. This sar kama ig jene; yolen 

| intention; and; would. frequently- A eof forts 
} o£ humanity in. relieying distress, and mitiga ng the. 
| circumstances; ofthe. unfortunate. M Mx be. rd will: 
| Of. the Divinity to poupon: his. wrath UPON; & whale: 1 
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estiby ps inhabitants by sindlignotit fave? | 
viti: Ine de to oppose his } detertnination Pi Who | 
ar e^to'exereise thé ‘healing art; Owhen Hea: 
ven decrees’sickiiess’ aid: death ?: “Who shaliibe found 
Hardy ét a hi to ‘enter theists: with ‘the-Creatot, and : 
6 vert his jüc ‘ment? In short, if this doe! 
tind ere  adiitted ari Ds acéd ‘to ‘practice, it would 
destroy, “ii some of: the most tne lita althe 
friend end ‘Sotial ‘virtues: ofa éithd | 
hüii race; “But; fortunate: r Tahy itn ‘theory he 
hdd. Mis doctrine: "sacred" his practical: conduct hi 
éfy ‘varies’ fromthe: th leor. "The sinallest “recurs 
reücé to facts fi the single insi nce of: malignant: fevers}. 
would clearly stibstantiate'this assertion. ^ Superstition 
may darken inei miüd “atid ‘derange its: theoretic: Specs | 
En. “but the benevolence of the heart rises superior 
fo thèse doléful illusions, and delights fa: the perfolm. 
ance öf o * Mino S eat SSH RR ROT C 
vai n do : yos dpeak | Of special judinmeinte to 
that man whose oe fay is atticked with malignant dis; 
base: he practically denies the: truth ‘ofthe doetring; 
aiid hümianely proceeds, as'he ought, to administer the 
proper and”hetessary relief; even n those who’ pretend 
to believe “in this manifestation of: divine ‘Vengeanee; | 
‘are often the first to ‘oppose the will of: Heaven; and 
restore” Healtli ^ “tö -Á distracted family: «Whence this 
‘difference between doctrine and action, between tlieory j 
and practice ? ° Will man’: never | learn: ‘to be: ‘consistent, 
bees d his errors = — eril ?: 
"is On this’ id 'áystem: ‘alone: tliat.he ean -find:corns | 
_ solétion ;'it is fiere only ‘that the ardent desires:of his " 
"heart Gan’ be satisfied, and confidence restored “to. his. | 
soul: "Every ‘déviation from: ‘natures the- establish | 
melt of a “cause Which’ itiüst/soonet or Jater:work:ruin : 
to’his ‘sénsations, of essentially distayb the tranquillity | 
Of his mindy he'willfind wo happiness in:érror; and | 
‘the ‘most ‘dreadful of ‘all his: errors is to be four fa | 
the terrible descriptions of the Divinity: -thatthe.wor- 
spes — yu - to this Divinity the wj j 
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sified evils. which he himself: “has: produced): and. while 


- he remains under the. impression of such ami opinión; - 

: he. will. -be forsever:ignorant: of. the true- “SOUTCRS: of those 

7 miseries to which he i$ continually exposed.: Wo 

11.5 How.long, will man. imjportune .; the; ‘heavens: with 
unjust: complaints 2; How4ong with yain - 


heaccuse fate as: the author;of his-calamities 2... Will. he: 
then, never-open his eyes tothe: Jight; and his heart-to- 
the insinuations.of. truth and reason: Ai This truth every 
where . presents itself in radiant: brightness, ind che 
does not.see it! the. voice -of reason: strikes; bis ear 2 
aud.he does. not. hear. it |, Unjustman ! ;..£: ,yO0ucam- 
for.a moment. suspend. the delusions:which.fascitiates - 
your senses ; if.your. heart, hejicapable ;ef: compre: 
ending. the. language of; ^gtgumpntatiüny intertogs 
Babasa - soi akati "t sepa doo a ind dee 
x" what consists: the maledictions: oft ji against 
these countries:?.- . Where is the divine: curse that: pér- 
petuates:- hig. ‘scene, of desolation? xi Monumentstof 
past ages‘! ‘say, 'have.the-heavens: changed utheir laws; 
andthe earth its ;course?; -Has the -sun: extinguished 
his fires. in:the regions-of..space.? Do: the "lone 
ger. nd: forth- clouds. 3, -Are -the-rain-: and: thgidew- 
fixed,.,inthe;air? “Do, the. ‘mountains. retain their” 
springs 2. Are: the. streams dried up 2? Andido: thee 
plants-no-more bear fruit-and:seed 2. Answer} racexof - 
falseliood:and.iniquity.!.; Has; ‘God troubled the, primis: 
tive and.invariahle order, which: hei himself assigned.to- 
nature? -Hasy heaven -denied to..tbe- earth, and ithe 
earth to its inhabitants, the blessings that wexe;formerly - - 
dispensed !. -If the creation: has remained: the; sathe, 
if its sources. and. its instruments, Arerexactly what: they: 


every. hing: within: _thein-neagh’- that: “their ancestors. 
enjoyed ?-. > Falsely.;do you accuse sfate-and, the divip ^ 
nita viminsibunhyc refer. for God::the. caso of, yous : 
e ata cut Hoo iffe 5! aeo ac ka 


* Tell:me,. perverse and ‘hypocritical. race; ‘ifthese’ 


: places: ate desolate åf- pones erful-cities- aa 
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solitude, - nc oce nc des 
his: hand-that- has‘ thrown: down these walls; ‘sapped 
bent of cde imitiláted: these pillars?” Or is it thé 
hand of ‘man’ lly: itithezarm' of God ‘that has: intro: 
duced the-swon mto thé city, -aüdiset fire'to: the coun: 
trys. murdered: the + people; bürned the harvests; rooted | 
up the trees, ‘and! ravaged! the pastures!? “Oris itthie- 
arm sof iman >>> And! when; after ‘this: devastation’, 


famine: has started: úpis ^t the-ven 

hasdsent it; ‘or the rhad'fury of- Thortdle? Whon; dure 
ing the>famine, ‘thé people’ sre: di with : 
provisions, ind pesti en lei ; ie Winfiétéd bythe 
anger-of - ‘heaven, orsbrouglit a out by human 'iipra- 


dence? UM hen war, famine; and pestilence: united, 
have: ‘swept away the inhabitants, and t heland ‘hasbe- 
comé @'desert, is it; God; who: has -depopulated i it ?* Ts 
it his wapacity: that: 'plunders the: rae ravages” the- 


productive fields; and “lays waste the country ;-ortle 
rapacity: of” “those: who-govern?: Is it/lis'pride/that — 
creates: ‘murderous wars; zor ‘the! pride’: of kings ;and: 
their. ministers? Ts it the venality of his decisions that 
thr owsithe ' fortune ‘of: families; “or:the: “venality of »- 
"ofgáns of the: law? -Are they: his: passions that; 
under'a thousand forms; torment Andividuals and ‘na= 
tions; or the: passions: of human. béings ? :: ‘And’ afin 
the anguish’of: their: misfortunes: they perceive tiotthe 
remediés; is i it the: ‘ignorance of God: that ‘isin fault; 
or their own: ignorance? Cease, then; to-eccusethe:de: P: 
creesof: fate, “or the: Jadgments.of: "heaven 5:1f God - 
good; will he:beithé author of ye jur punishment NO; °° 
no ; 4he caprice ‘of which: man compldins,:is' not‘the — 
caprice of; destiny; the:darl ness that «misleads his Fed- j 
son, ds: riot: the; darkness: of God; the«soutce'of his — 
calamities: is nat inithe distant heavens; “but “nearite 
him: upon the ‘earth’; it'is‘not concealed in the jogoRE 
of: tire divitiity's it residesin » I mam bai 
bis: heart. ies epum it Uus aq Y PY ho inem E E ? 
/|.**Yoi murmur and say, Why. hüve an. v unbililtéiog 


people enjoyed the Maine Heaven and of earth Bu 
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Woy i is a; holy arid chosen race {less fortusiate thantim 
pious: generations ?: Delhided: mais! where!is:the{con: 
trüdiction at which you ‘take!offerice ?- “Where the i- 
consistency::itt which you: suppose the justice ‘of. God 
tobe involved? “Take. the; balaane' Of: vant 
calamities,’ -of causes and | effeiets,. and? fell ime,’ when 
those infidels observed the} laws; of: the;earth' ang the 
heavens, when ‘they ‘regulated’ their. intelligent labours: 
by the: "order of the seasons; and the course ofithe 
stats, ouglit God to have tnótililed: the equilibriumof 
the world to:defeat their prudence ?.“When they:ta 
yáted' with ‘care’ ‘and toil: ;the: face. of’ the :counitry 
around yov; ‘ought he- to: have turned: aside the: rai 
fo shave withheld the: cena, dews; ‘anid: camel 
thorns: to:spring up? 50056505 aig Said 
When to rader thiis parched: and ‘barren’ seil pros 


j dáctive;: their industry ‘constructed; áqueducts, ! dug. 


cünals, zand brought the distant waters ‘across ‘thé de: 
seits; ought he to have: blightedthe: harvests "which 
brt had created ; to have desolated 'a countrythat-had 
been peopled in' peace ; to have derholished-£he:towris ' 
‘which labour had caused to ffourish ; in fine; ta have 
deránged' and confounded the order established: by the 
wisdom’ of man ?- And‘ what is-this infidelity, which 
en émpires by: prudence, deferided thém:by.‘cous 
vand ‘strengthehed them: by justice ; - whiclrraised . 
nificent cities; formed vast . ports, drained: ‘pestis . 

let Gal marshes, ‘covered the. seas with 5: the-earth 
with inhabitants; and, like the ereative spirit; diffused - 


life ‘and motion: through the world ?: df such isi impiety; 


what i is true belief AAA 3 Sees Or 
"The: correct: and unprejidiosid ‘observes df: nature; 

the” genuine moralist, will: necessarily: accede 4o the 

truth of the above remarks; and: in alb his: 

he will analyze facts, and attribute: events; to the teal 

causes: which - have produced: ‘them ; he will be addér 


7 — of — —— senseless e scm 
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which hane never failed. to involve. all ;husean;inquizies 
in..the idoleful: pre ent, of: endless: contradiction 
and, absurdity, -- There. can. be. no erfors: more pérnia ; 
'cioys-than, those which, destroy the: uniformity: of opes | 
ration, ia, the physical: world; : and despoil-- the:Creator | 
of: the: bonour;of'governisig the universe by.immutalile 
laws, $oleng.as the belief, af special judgments shalb 
— maail -— evel: tremble before; a:capricious’ - 
oi seva imor adiration b 


— upon. a pama sig durch o ie 

of those: principles.:by. which; the conservation:ofialb , 
existence is, rendered: sure:-and: certain to every: y.intellis | 

gent being. -- Prophecies,. miracles; special judemeuis, 

and; divine;.vengeanpe, are.phráses without, meanings 

and. phantoms: without, existence, caleulated; only..to- 

disgrace the character-of , God; and: derange :thé intel. 

lectual: faculties of man... Philosophy. teaches; usiito 

seek in.nature, and, the.knowledge of sher.laws, forthe: | 

cause-of, every, event; and; when.this knowledge shalli : 

become uniyersal,. man. will relinquish . with:.elevated, | 
satisfaction. his “attachment: to:- those . supernatural’. 

schemes.of :a. vindictive; theology, . «which. have: served: - 

only ita: destroy. the harmony: of: “nature; and:damoralize; — 
the intelligent. "world. . HO; man! return.jn «thy i inquis 

ries; ton: theybasis}, o£ - physical existence; ‘develope: ite: 
ya Si or apte ial love: aes ee 
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would: ‘be improper to ;pass:over, in silence, a-character: 
dissi pame: — as that of tlié devi 
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if'accounte:sre true, “he has aa véty-: ‘conspicuous 
., pertupon:the theatre of! 'théological delusion: DHe was 
. the'leader of atefractory Vand ‘of insurgents in/theceles: 
tial: world';'a vast. arid tremendous: conflict ensued, “in 
which it: became: Tiecessary for Jehovah: to draw forth 
all his «forces. to quel: the rioters: It was with diffi- 
. culty that-this grand -object^was "accomplished; by the 
united: exertions of the angelic'hosts, ünder: the gui- 
dance: of: the: most distinguished: officers of the - upper 
az o0 doit orb Beit hl o oir ord tas 
zu Milton dideidosetibod; inca terrific manned, these 
; heated/and resentful combats; and given ite the: ana 
< éntliusiastle “fictions ithe’ eharactér and reffectoPiheil 
. existence: His poetic fancy; tte! ésténit'of Hs imapi- 
| yation anà brilliancy/ o of: “conception; have peni: had. 


- will dong: continue: to" be, adire ‘but hisi Paradise 


i 


Lost, itt the'estimation of- soù 


14 niloso 
sidèred: in “its ‘relation: to” ‘phil ophi 


7 ed coh- 
hauji sa 


in^ object of ¢ensure end’ Me ʻi 'He^hasdohe: "ore 


& 


to immortalize the marvellóüs c ' sof&fietitious 

“Wein, than ‘even’ the: Bible: duco He hasigivénito: 
‘phantoms, za local habisation; Land wn nanos: ‘Phe 

| Christian devil is seen: perforniing very márvéllote feits 
ili several different^places inthe? Bible. Hebat: wye 
powers of: ‘modifying ‘his: -fornvandappe argmeejaad cán: 
exhibit himself. in^an: infinite variety of - apo He 
assumes: the form: cofra” pe meta veis cun 
introduces: himselfto-the orij imker of té 
race. It is in: Wet icm "dexterdus ed. 
off in the: garderof. Eden, that condsmicd-the jnhu- 
merable troubles; : and destructive evils, that ‘have since 
“overwhelmed the. life-of many: and wenderedani niserable 
the fair. creation of, God. Indalmost' all theieüses - 
where the: Devil: bas. bro apie end dai ' - 
action, he hes succeeded omen et 
of. -Omnipotence | itself. m 
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ment. of: the: business, : defeated: ithe wisdom, and dis. 
ordeted the creation: of; the Most) High: Itis. very 
extraordinary. that a being of. perfect wisdom and ‘good- 
ness, whose: object. müsthave been to extend the em- - 
pire.of happy: 'and. intelligent life; should have:made 
such bad, caleulation,: ;and.so soon have been’ deranged. 
in the correctness and benevolence: of his designs. 
dt: is remarkable, : thatlin:the: sentences of condemna- 
tion which were pass "upon tlie | several offenders, there 
is à difficulty and. singularity. in thát which relates.to 
the: serpent. «Aiid: the: Lord::Ged said:unto the ser: 
pent, bécau se. thou: hast; done this; thou’ ert: cursed 
above-all : awaya ‘and: above every "beast of -the.field ; 
ee ‘thy: belly shalt thou go; | ‘and dust: shalt thou eat 
the days of thy: life." Itis d. question. of magni- 
tudeyowhich ought to ehgage the ‘attention of. theolo. 
ra ae mea to:inform mem what manner the serpent 


wet a 


ima eee ihe. “point. »^ ew tail; re ‘the. €on- 
demnation which: brought. him to'a horizontal: ‘position, 
was: rather in his favour than against him.:- This; story, 
in..itg: nature, isi toe childish. and: trifling © for serious 

mark: aila kis; however, à story. which: ‘has fouiid. its 
prensa SN 


many: ofthe eastern ‘nations, puch: as: — Per: | 
sians; ind ‘Indians, upon the ies a on 


There i isa similarity. i jn-elmost all supernatural Bi stems 
of: y j/they.are - all founded in: disgusting: dis- 
tortion’ of mature; ey: are all interwoven: with "the 
i cs; they: ‘have all: their serpents, : their. ghosts, 
and-their. pi arad wit d$ not of- importance, who. first 
it 1: these “theological wonders ; "they are uot the 
less: foolish: and injurious, whether they: wwa kia 
agated by i the followers of Moses, or: the:dis iples:of 
oroaster.; “whether they adi ‘of — ‘or indien | 


"e 
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origin... ; They, are. still the..dréams of fanaticistn,; and 
have perverted. all, the, pure (ideas of-God.and Nature; 
which: man.otherwise would. pave formed epics ibiogix: y 

-Concerning the invention of the Devil, of good and 
bad spirits, with which all: ancient: theology, is;replete; 
there'is,: ia Yolney’s: Ruins, ba most: striking. ipaisage; 
which throws much. philosophie. light upon. be subject. 
“In Persia, it.was the. setperit; which; anderthe name 
of. Abrimanés, iformed the basis of the.system of Los 
roaster’; and it.js:the same; iChriatians:and Jlews))that 
is become your ;serpenti iaf. Eve; (the .celestial;origin) 
and that .of the. cross in: both: .cases,;ithe,.emblems.af 


Satan, the igreat:adversary of the.pncienk of days.sung 


ee er 


by Danieli»: In: Syria, uit was the hog, vor old. boar; 
enemy of Adonis ; because iti “that eountry ;the affine 
of the northern: bear. was anade an aine soient 
animal. whose fondness for mare end; dirt:is-e 
cal) of -winter;..| And: ;àt iso for this; reason ithat gion; 
children of Moses and Mabomet,, hold this. dnideal in 
abhorrence, ja. imitation of; the- ptiests iof femphis 


and: Balbee, who: detested; him asthe murü en 
their god, the suns: “This isdilewise, (indians t. ahs 


type.ef your: Chibeny which /wga; onte. he; Plutaie’ 
yaur-brefliten, the Greeks and: i 
- also; (Gor the ereator). de ionly, the; Persiem<Armuzd 
and the Osiris of: Egypts- whose;very! nama. expresse: 
a. creative power, producer. of firms: i; And; thései 
were worshipped in» a:mapnér. abolegews a at rei 
fictitious attributes and the worship sono acount: 
the difference of : its: objects, was. divided $ánto:two:dis 
tinct. branches.; ; in:-dhe, the) beni 
worship of. joy and Jove, whence,are. deriv ball cre 
gious acts of a. gay nature, festivals, dances, banquets, 
offerings: of flowers, milk, honey, perfumes, dm. wo 


of ‘every, thing -that delights: the senses: and tlieisoul. 


In: the:other, the malign; of: the contrary: : 


woeship. of. fear. and: pain, whence osiginatediialb: nal Hi. 


harman pare the sombre kind tea grief; : 


i Sika, aa carin 


$a 
izes Ss 
fp gh pias: 


5 ; your: Brama 


pressive a 
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fiaw''^disderitiübid ^'^ iontHHfed “the orator, -addressitig 
himself to the Indians Parias] Jews, Christians, 
had asee i HOw waderstiind the "érigin: of 
those ideas of -—- m and cina "With: equally : 
perva ‘OD tive th eT He 
Otis aie ine RAN iun de deo ped 
thé origin’ ofthese" reli ide ionis aid scii his 
munter that’ the disordéred’ lésikgivation: has” operated 
uporr'subjéets that could Hat be^ reduced w certitude: 
There is ‘not; however,  perttaps" orie" "thálignant ctra- 
racter ainongst “all those which teology ‘has Created, 
who lias acted “a” more’ ‘eonspicti éüous part” thar “the 
Christian Devil, or Satar. He cities forth eüdet'this 
latter name inthe took of Job, “atid there tsstifies tö 
himself the right of keeping the best Of contpatly; and 
carfying' on af Wat p projects of ruin; mischief and rás: 
eality "He ‘introduces himself thong” "Be" ions" ‘of 
God, and holds à fairiiliat and social’ conversation with 
thé (Creator ‘himself, “God? actorie to t the “story; 
condescénds to rdulge ‘him if this” kind ‘of if acy | 
—— mite in’ forming a ‘scheme tó torment & id 
hé unfortunate Feb" “The coalition’ and the pro: 
t the cliaraetér ofthe Deity; 
that ne? genuine Theist vean d'thé story’ without 
etiotibite of dispet ‘and teséntiietit against its foolish 
fabtiéators. "Satan ds tiere! pi pat'&por a à par with God 
himself and” they ihütuslly * *oalésce in a‘sclieifie ^to 
toi ald deat" ‘Upright and “hotest mean: - 

jestio “bf ‘God ‘annihilate at onde the 

tp of "ook: i which’ they 
s oy ^gtorg^'éoheérmi iig the Devil is’ "eod 
inthe New: Testament; Which describes! hit as ttasienr 
KW mich” ny thant Tie Had Been 
dried io këep, aria d ANO conl a 
"e ef: ob. ` Thiere he wes foun dramony the oils OF 
aii rtatey amohgst'a Nerd éfisirine. 
| PASE HO Gudted, Beciise it is Wl ye OF 
‘shows How tiiverably inicorisistent Ie Ya 

Chis es “Of religion y rie Shows Mhe SHEHE 


‘are! foune o Ani | 
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fanatic. credulity, and. the: impositions which priesteratt 
has laid. .upon-uninstructed: man. Gr EUH 
| os And there was Œ good. way. off from them An herd 
of many: swine feeding: >; So: the;devils,’ esonght hini 
saying, if thou cast; jus t, (etii to: góa away 3tto 
the herd -of swine. And he said unto: them): go: 
And when: they! were “come out, they went- into’thé 
` herd»: of swine ;; and: behold: the: whole herd-of. swine 
Tan violently: down a steep place; and perished in. the 
waters." ? (Matthew, chap: viii). |; ner ppt 
- It appears by. this: passage, - ‘that these’ devils. hada 
desire to change: their residence, which was granted. to 
them, ,and they forthwith entered-the swine; ‘and:took 
up. their. tabodenticses “but: it: jesnine wen emer vam 


E nU 


a amed into - rdi "ilte, e: ‘idee werd? nail 
drowned. ;:Now:the morality and: utility of ithe busis 
ness: must:be: settled. : kin tan retta 
ther ;were:thexlevils in this case drowned with the logs; 
or; did.they.: make: their escape'the moment that they 
were. immersed. in. water? > If : they: really »mede ther 
escape;: ‘there could. beno use in sending them into-thée 
swine ;and if they: were sctaally:drowned,i:then ose - 
might; with: truth assert;: that the Devil: is dadika 
tbe fifth: chapter of-Mark,- this: same” story : iscrélated, 
and. itvis-said, that the::swine, imtoswhicl: i thejidexili 
entered,” were about 2,000 in: number; and: thatithey 
all: ram violently. down. a’ steep place, and were drowned 
in the sea... To have given’ this impulse : to the-whole 
herd; itameceseaty: ‘that: eachone- dheve been 
: d. with- adevil; elena eens 
-2,000:devilaanust have been drowned,‘or,fthey made 
_ theirs that! 9,000. hogs anust ‘have; perished for 
no-valuable | “Purpose whatever, + patie Ed 
dniany- view. Of: the: story: itis marked. with injus 
and. inhumanity ;: injustice toward those whew 
rightful... owners:-of. thesei:swine; and. inhu: T ty or 
erüeliy toward. the, swine Apetsiven: dei ds malofa d 
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childish nature's: butiit shows what strange conceptions 
Un “has formed .concerning. devils; and: mma 
other ai y -phantoma.,': In: another part ofuMa 

e Devil is.said:to have itibbbddimeipiiito:s 
gh mountain, or ‘the purpose: of: tempting chim, and 
offpring:-bim: ell. the. kingdoms | o£:the:; ‘earthy forchis 
homage and: worship,;; This: same: "Jesus," Christians 
believe: "aedis to. Ged, and»yet 
he; condescends ‘to; be ded. about: by»the;;Devil;: and 
holds with: bim: a. conversation. zA book. that! exhibits 
sueh.aceounts, such dereliction; ofall dignity:and cor- 
ractness.-of: conduct. inthe: Agjensionin neerde 
written:by-a, spirit of truth. | TheiDevil.is represented 
as. being every whare-at the same time; ubâquity is 
one, of ibis Jeading-.attributes,, and he gosthaborit like 
a, TORING: hop: seeking whomshe ma — 
omniscient as. well. as.: -omnipresent;:;he knows every 
thing tliatis going tei iam erroe cand 
isvopntinually, exerting: isi powertoillefeats x jects 
of: hbis celestial-co x Buch: de: ori tion : 
which; Christiani: theology. gives: : ; af idit mali gnant | 
Devils; which: it has created to;anawer the purposes of 
interest gendi; ef temor. This} being: is so; essential to 
the clerical) scheme «nd its; advocates, «that ia certain | 
Mritehobsesvesy tat they. couldaot do, ‘without Aim. 
Bus:iswill perbaps:be said, thatithé Devil has.a-power«- 
ful effect: iu: restraining men:from vice; his:;existenot;. 
combined iwith. the : dea of rhell,:ie : necessary, toldeter — 
thawmaltitude;ifrom..ithe commission ofi enormbüs | 
dh üsiniphint of aie 1 Pol bjeot niosodow der 
a i the su jassumese a. 
setius: dheraetery and; merits attention: Ani appeal to: 
the nature o£t£he vasej: ecient 


- 
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` their | size and vertific appearance decore extended in 
j bee nc degree, Show: wa. wise: the! éertaia! and 
1 "éónseqrences: of; en action( Tet bis "wind Be 
: — ply impressed. with añ idea that ihere'is no-es | 
 from.such: fatal:effeet, and lié will recoil with *hotror - 
fróm-thei:perpetration ofa deed; which’ would bring 
akon agr tripod que n — 


| e qe en- 

peer tat ree eres to ee i 
take thom ‘the’ oonetitultos ‘of maw thao pesa! 
tives hu theseause of virtus, "and yon! ait | 
: Dies ema codes by i We 


ais 
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band tothe, faith fi penformencof, his duty de him 
opse under cirgumstanees, and neither-the Devils: 
Dar tbe ena helle Would. be sufficient; 4o fasten: his 
tention, upen. the: practice.of ap exalted morality. = 
iets aan 
| Sev p raten: 2 } |. ; 
it the Spon religion; ‘powerfuladnocates,: - 


UU 
wee 


; o eei wer eai “homes; | 
t alabis: malignitys rwitit 


up; display 94: the awful; 
such. be. yya rae aip eoni wanaha t€ 
answered the purpose ; if such be:the fact; they:might j 
as well have been : without--a Devil; for'he appears to — 
have answered -them-ne-purpose-— Men: who do not. 
believe ir in this. immoral monster, are frequently more 
mHyore »wieiqus, : ‘than: many «who | 
an: i v all the:world:renounce 


hen ii da: in. bea voted oad ee | 

cotinteis. ; Tries cds omisi c nweanidote east ite 
| m ecran ood 
ahawero d — —— iy 


MT 


YA 
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. vanity has been given átifong. "many Christian: nations 
for proving; in this respect, tlie ef cacy OF this religi: 
Kt hasnt, however, ‘been proved; aid Moe de. tar 
tlie most ifeligious “countries” ave ‘been “thé most im- 

— “Phe horrörs “of. the inquisition; “the ‘eraclties 

Spain and other “edunitries’ of “Burépes dpon the 

é danoffen OF 'Americh, ae 

| _ Tor yet iigonen thyroid Amie mind” 
- evihee with’ indubitible- céftüinty, ‘that Mhe spirit St 
| Christianity is: felocious-iinielty; Timer mot à generos 

and ‘exalted: " bénevoléfíce ^ toward ehe Arama © vade 
Facts ate theréfore eet ee 


iH 


that’ the eevfifie: part of tevedléd religion Has: ? 
_cander of moral vitae? The cdidiliaa OF “ihai” 


verted-this ” wamama 


“understanding: nata inn uy -— 
son te testórehim to itallestdàl cdit, <eo ESHA 
feelings of this-Meart;;and/Bive^fó his Cafes Aid ^ 
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sufficient. that mau is every. ssheté subsected sito 
natural. and rudis ao ila jemen! 


ERRATI meas pe ue tb capri i cr 
natures; be increased: : T En 
blind dnd: fanatic zeal 21d there nowource fiot whence 
yanquillity ; no fadda- 

! | imess jino primey 
a of: En calculated to dissipate the mistof. 


mess?) Yessy andi they 
=! t she Simic tna, 
My ob ier teenie L hibthindy-and raiseiit 
above: th ititibug: (Sat cn bim 


opra suit ho malethe c npeessáry bi 
timg thisi stinge. abd suc dotis 
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ol Fiest, {Spiritual Death. qae Bj mes pe sei New 
voltage d dnp ennaint inion nu bos daunei, 
30 Thbindly; oE ternal: Deathi:;. pegami nux oJ ; blo u 
i ilhese>threabkinids ofldeath harei been :foolebly 
attibòted tothe:ato of | Adankowhengjia:saetjitheofirst 
anil the>last-aresmot; true, :andicneithes iofitheri daedrs — 
‘Sai nelotipnitd, cnt hutoa wa plation: of sitinuicinne. ; 
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- witiatéd. cin every) intelligent: 

sisse imature mill sddxotatba t fin. on 

bt wholly, -virtuows;! mor js-hécwisolly; vicious z: -btt be 

mamiss. 2) compound ‘ofthese two. different: kinds 

afvagtion s: but whether virtnousippisicious; it: isthe 
sul Of his ows choice andthe «se;of;! nee E 
energi ies of. Mere tne rm verfa n t 
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“love ahd prüctisesirbüc] butt uten 


. eternal bell; butibecause: ified asetit 


contribütes-tó his individuabhappineses Be | 


taught to! revere: thie: ower arpa RE Í 
, vens: the great system ‘of oratute s “butanet i 
on the onethand; mor flatter him on thes thier switlimn 
expectation: of: obtaining: hisi favoni. "o HosMoukl siio | 


gard:all- ideas: of: ghosts, idémons, “and mi 


and réason eri the” cognizáble properties "OforealioeMist.- 


ence. "The: mind of: man: should ‘be elevated ‘above the 


practice of: vibe; above the. frowns’ ofsfornane, atdhe | 


fears of death. He ought tobe: the strotig advocate of 
nature, ‘and have confulenoe iiis zowa ' tenergiós his 
principles should :be::jusé and: correct, his! denons 
strietly- moral,” and! his: sentiment in/'coiitpidónew Nigh 
the system: of benevolence and utility Nob; 

of superstition; “no ; ghosts “of fanatieiens, ^ 
of ‘hell should: ‘be ‘permitted cté dishi hie dest; 
but, rising ‘above all: vice and: all prejudice, he Saul 


aana | 


. consider hiniself'as anasspciated bangi ed live forct 
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sich religion: iAoreligion, itherefores iclaimihg divine 

; oughtsiby the: nature of iitsdoctrines and: prin- 
pe eni 40: produee- ficonniatiomin rin ii that iti$ 
iually::euperpatür] ;andidivine. : It: ought’ to exhibit 
een tien AAE EEE a striking 


capi crs n ira ‘knowledge of ts nature :and 


WA Tle 


tA een 


seer du iuda phu 25 ys p seu ierat ui f 


consequences. 

.rietis unreasonable andi 
system to; enmonnce: divinity” nf: origino where : thein- 
temak evidence iderived front: the scheme itself is: sufi 
i ma WA i ini? A: süpernatural 


just-initheddvoontes:ofany f 


ical. principles: should: be: incapable of - 


ie charged with ay of those defects which are up- 
yiconnected with all human productions ; con- 


aj kaibiwa ven siutesspseapaindsenmeealiey,: ican never 


be koni, the mandates ‘of a:being infinitely: perfect ; 


infimite:: perfection’: precludes >the: ‘possibility. of: such . 


ipods the sdéfect is: discovered, the evi- 


sof bei —— À f 


dence: ‘out of ‘such :defect is: abundant against 
the admission ‘of: “divine origin.’ "Keeping these prin- 


ciples: constantly in-view, as marks by;which to direct 


ree we: shall-be able to ascertain whit degree. 
of respect;we omer ht:to:bestow. upon a system of theo- 


iogyfowhieli has heretofore demanded thésunqualified 
‘ofsevery: diving creature: to whem ‘it lias been 
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men in allages have paid adoration, baye sewad naby 


_ Secoorrupt : nione a nof the -humam: 
: Mbit examples: destructive- eee 
pct mid ds the character cof. alt those 
Ms repens avis Quit a Ba 
esc jon; ^ltis 
dr ors; and retorts ‘ture y to 2 
; ab me 


r ODE: - 

; ' " T 1. 

Shaw sa; n. saben unir erally promi- 
li 


y nd re 
jaod uplity, d. that ta. 


eee soca ah arp the. pre 
jüstiot» X consists. in acts. of extensive benefics Gg 

,£onfined tocany age or country, it is esta 
OPER; Sdn. iia whale: rth, jt is soupise An 
itis. comprehe he b; mes di 


ai sysilad ot “asin 16 t egre "i noose ans! 


fnit Jude bedorw gt p ‘Od ire 0 x ON 
emaieve erd? SUN CIERRE "nj Pisa 
gatos bas: PNE zai ud earts “te ou OOH 
TSVIME 300 isoioc gpa pe ‘XIX. donaa oqs 
moi w of cistenon: leotani: Seon ibn vilae 


titer has. PRINCIPLÉA ARE NOT cM te d 
SHOR LUPON. ANY SECTARIAN’ ‘MODIFICATION ~ OF 
E B; PUT BPON: A BASIS: AS TMMOREAL, AND AB 
ADEE Hack e SPAN ERT NPE TISSUES ioi a dona 
oit ah cond: gved odw. 
6: gestiens bich 


n démn qose 
gni aum | Yerum. 
Cd AA er viet 354 2 

7 PI au 


«t ya * 
r à r~i Mpe 
A»? ' ? 
m ame E iN 
\ 


* 


14 PRINCIPLES: OF.'NATBRE.: 


They have universally: charged each other. wit i; hatd- 
, ing/dectrinés of a demoralizing nal LOT 3 Tei 
of :the:moral: purity: of rational; existence, 


v n: D " ita 
statejof ‘things -réáson: owes. to. the; happiness ef. ma 


the faithful discharge, of an import int-duty;- 3 
ofa. -candid jand: temperate ; investigation; conari 
theological. ideas, and the’ foundation‘of: morål p imët 
ples.: :Reason: has: indulged: an sopinion: thats virtue: 
rests upon.a more stable: ‘basisf than the seetariancthe- 


ology: of: past: ages, and: that the. aggregate- number. ‘of 
sectaries have -been. altercating: superficially: the reciprer, 


| cal. relation .which: their. respective: doctrines ‘bear.:to 
* each other; ‘that'they:have abandoned ‘the: ‘ground:of 
_ substantial: supporgf. which: nature: has. gives to;:the 


principles of. a; pure and. incorruptible: morality,’ and that 
their. acrimonious ‘strictures. and: rec?iminations: ave 
served only to perplez the mind. and. vitiate.the. heart, 
The. Jewish,. the Christian, and. the. Mahometàn. theo- 
logy. furnishes the most incontrovertible facts, and. pre- 
sents the most convincing evidence respecting. an . ulti- 
mate decision. of. the present subject. . ..But. the. inter- 
nal and. essential, cliaracter of the inquiry. first. merits 
attention, before. the collateral, and, ] subsequent t. consi- 
deration, .óf. sectarianism. can. Tay, any. just. ; claim. fo a 
share. of. ‘influence i in. the,final determination. 7 v 

-The.n mind ‘of: man, in every: age: ‘of he: ‘world, wha 
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a. t gusand .. different causes: existing in; the 

sand; pre operties. of intelligent life. < ~The aggné- 
uenia Hature was & terrible- spectacle in. the view 
of dghorenee, Andi the. parts of this grand, whole — 

Beg necessa lly.s jected to; .a/more seretinizing in. 
speetion of. intellect; were discovered to be capable of 
Proc poing, var ious conjectures es, concerning!.spiritual - 
substances s -And concealed: agents: of. a-benevolent.or — 


malignant kind: "Various moral ‘effects will no/doübt 
be produced: by. neration, of so. mary;spiritual . 


monsters. -— produced. upon moral: pra - 
ices'are.one ti ing;..and the. substantial basis: of; moral 
le-is another Laswai quite: differenti "in-théir | 
sential eémetem 000 S S n 
[js am: old; missin; that e < ommunieations Cork 
upi good manera; ;and although corrupt associations, 
even | wit seta trope; ee of um | 


Mure: 


^ dria anys: ded moral relation -— 
man and man, would: remaiü exactly ! the same.in in-eitber. 


case: -.. Moral principle, ds the result. of: this ‘relation; -it 
is founded. —Ó— =- -ourmature, : -— kis E. 
tible. a dt y 
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the ‘present "stbject. 
the gods’ of anti "fj^ of tee racer cons 
-deration to exclade’theny from any ‘participation id te 
‘concerti of an’ exalted virtue. The Jewish: Göd e 6- 
pritiito'de | ^ 
sor 
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hee: "These actions and qualities ‘are al attributed 
te hin in the Old Testament! ' Is it possible that aay 
man of. common’ séise can believe; " WT. 


St Ü * : d 
Medie iau tin AM. 
‘his malignant phantom of former ages, this TOME 


CRs lora principle ‘both in theory ati 
4 d present: the” moral world: "d X ; 
dar niablé pastos: coo comic 
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end in; cases “of this: kind...-Under the. name ‘and 
character of Jesus Christ, the exhibits the: most flagrant 
es| from: the- ‘purity: ofimoral. sentiment: bnd 
ice.:\-An-proof | ofithis; the reader i&:refesred 
chapter ef this work iE PS not? uj dina; aur 
ivibity, which. Christia ' ; 
asa — haaa 
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geance zi aniaibelng whe ho: 
tien upon: the; subje 
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" » this being introduces - 
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delicate sentinent rune to guide an. intelligent — 
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of: and pain; btheycare:alli! affected 
by the-wishes;: the- -passions;band/thiei ient: of each 
other, and this inflgenve ist extendad imueli further thea 
at ‘first-view: would strike the'thind af:¢he most ‘cortebt 
andi accurate observer. : The! universe scd. vust-assemt 
cee living ofedtutes) :whose relations» üre'réeipro- ! 
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relationship wish nature, andi thes vultimatecdestination 
iz lie pasren: of nature haveidevotedsélie: PoCOnT 


poüetit s and" immortal parts of. Ris: existences iThesins 
tellectuul properties ‘of man are; however; ‘capable of 
being. ésipatidéd: uso far. asitó indulge: an: opinion. 'sub- 
versive:of ‘those’ ‘arrow views, which ‘have excited'sen- 
timent: ‘of hostility - ‘between individuals: and nations 
whose "interests; were! the’ same, ind: whose dutiés: "m 
to liave béen universally. Teciprocated.: . Boso 

- It is,'no doubt; extremely’ natural: "and even bso: 
lutelyi necessary, that ‘each - individual should: feel an 
anxiety-extrerely impulsive res ecting the'p 
of, his own ‘existencée,- and the means - which iia “to. 
bess rendered, ote end and: comfortable; “but ‘this: sensa: 


vel ery = ‘extend re ane. ef: amis amend 


| qun ; ity of miadan HUNSA WEAN 
a set. The one € point i is the phyla 
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tion..of:man.to.all, existence : the other is, his moral 
elatio ito: his OWA species. and, to ric mi ia mel 
mals.: component. parts of. W. ch. 
are -all. iow from. the great foun in, p 
they are essentially. material in . their, nature, ane 
destined: to return to. the. source from. ; 
sprang. Organized. matter cannot day. dain pe 
eminent. essence ; it is modification . and re! finement 
which. produce visible-exaltation,, and pot the: native 
pahane camp in. dhe, substance; ah which, man. is 


ence. will. return. ‘upon ‘easel with. ‘interest, py wil 
pave the way - for eternizimg a system. of misery, fatal 
to the sensations of the whole. anima] world, © os 
-: Humanity. has lessons of a different kind, pregnant 
with :salutary instructions, calculated | te enforce con- 
viction.-upon the intellectual powers. of.: man. „The 
 spiritualization of human existence has. made mana 
fool, it has. taught him. to spurn. at matter, | to. ‘contemn 
its:-power. and. ridicule. its, essence > whereas, PR the 
contrary, sound: philosophy, whieh, unfolds the. egn- - 
dc nt mid 3nan.and nature, is.calewlaten: 
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atlas a his i indesucilie mass. detis en | 
1 erede erri h. which he.is destined ao: bass, E. the 
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pid deas. difficult to donyinoe: the ham un- - 
SAP HW Bhyeiet erc eeitérssl- eotteition, - 
; ted His” trie usen in ‘this respect. 


ea et dii Moins à ing: “whderthe 
; poner iride ‘institutions ; that the: whdle ani- 
HM hcl i  Seciproeating with ‘each other a system 


GXilüsice ^ gad "ed ‘wretchedadss, “resultin 
NET ig ts and Trl > g 
ors fiore that contempt “which has been throwa 
poti thé cápscity of material sub ønd'dür igno- 
Tiii é ofan im tant and aa itieatrucáhle connection 
‘With the great bofly' of nature. Bf: man had'si cortipre- 


hewsipe ‘view of de ‘successive changes ef: his exist- 
nee, dnd à correct idea of the nature of sensation éon- 
tima seeing from the rémovation: ‘of organic forms, 
simapathy dr ‘universal bemevolénce would become - 
pistibl y . Mhpressivé- ‘apan: his ‘moral: — ‘and 
form the basis: of his subsequent: conduct: 
ot se0dnd plac tnak stored relation to bis ówn | 
des, and io a ther inferior animals, fürüishes to- 
evidence in favour of moral: ‘sympathy « of univer- 
i Ben evalence, i Tf the ae et: nan 's phy ital 


fonts Me pel du duties will furnish d'asta iof 'in- 
ton. hte . m A nportan [ decisio: “Phe | 
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method: of treatment: 3 ‘beside,’ the’ ‘intimate doni cds 
which subsists’ between’ 'us inthis respect, ‘our -enjby- 
ments-and our. 'eapacity: of! enjoying,” ‘are’ "aügmented By 
every: effort which the mind'makés'in a. comprehensive 
system of philanthropy: F! he narrow: ‘prejudice: which 
makes‘one mah ‘thé enemy: of another^arid one”! coün-- 
try:the eriemy of another, is not only” disgraceful but 
subversive. of the best interests-of- humati society." Pe 
litical’ governments, aud the: prejudicés which ‘have beeii 
created:and: nurtured: by these: govertitienis, have set 
individuals ‘and: nations | in: battle” atray” against teach 
other,without any: gdod or substantial: reason whatever, 
What is ‘there in tlie nature’of the éasé which’ should 
make:a Frenchman ‘and an ‘Englishman hostile‘ to each 
other?’ Are they not both men;* possessed: of similar 
faculties, “equally” indebted to nature ‘for the ‘resources 
oftheir felicity, and capable of being made happy'ót 
miserable by:the: ‘operation: of. the same causés? * ¥es! 
and it isthe iniquity of : corrupt government which’ has 
perverted: those “sentiments “of thë” Haman’ heart, Big. 
whichione 'humambeingi is: bound to atiother ina ‘pete. 
rali system of: —— A and’ universal acd 
voleneé.:: duy yii: d ate hype n eto P pr EUN 
. ce This. principle: should also be VH to the whole. 
animal:world; so asisto.’ exclude 'acts^of erüelty; “ana. 
annihilate every species o (of injustice. < Phe child men. 
: permitted in early-tife to Tuna: pin through ‘a fly, 1s'ak 
_ ready half prepared'to:runa' dagger through the heartóf. 
his ‘fellow. creature ! ^It-is:the/duty of ‘parents and” tHe 
business of. instruction, to correct the ferocious’ ‘errors | 
of: former ages; ‘and inspire society: with’: -séntiments’ et i 
sympathy: and: universal goodness.: «But ‘to: don this 
with effect, our political institutions must bei changed; 
and placed upon! the broad: basis ‘of ‘universal Hberty 
and ‘universal justice.” "Phis would be a work tof tim 
but it is as certain in the. ultimate issue of ‘things, s 
the progress of ‘the earth ‘around the: sun,” or ‘the’ A 
ral! revolution "er the: ‘planetary: à adage ‘The: indivi- 
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dual that. . withholds... his intellectual.contribution in. this : 
respect, is either kama ignorant, ora. wicked; traitor à m> 
the. arent, conse. o human existing. .« ET INDE : 
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MOSES, D AND MAHOMET. 
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Tae causes wiek have -piodtted personal celebrity 
are mümerous, “and diversified by ‘a ‘thousand’ inde- 
scribable shades in their modes ‘of operation: -- “At also 
sometimes happens that. the means of popular: 'exalta- 
tion and- perpetual: fame havé béen either ofta pássive 
or "uncontrolláble' nature: Such” is the fact in the pre- 
sent case.” ‘Moses’ and Mahomet were active villains, 
whose characters ‘cannot ‘be ‘examined without ‘horror 
and detestation. They were both ‘eminent murdereis, f 
and their- débaucheries have/beeri signalized by acts of 
barbarous brutality, of which the love-struck’ Solomon 
seems to be more destitute: ‘The ‘military’ ferocities 
and immoral decrees ' ‘Of these two celestial impostors, | 
have.pláced.üpon: their characters àn indelible stain, 

which; the. pretended ' ‘sanctity of the: priesthood” can 4 
“never wipe away !- IE dii si NL 
:;Believers in Christianity, in mape Mja the history 
and; conduct of: Moses, ought to: blush for his ‘ctitnes, 
and ‘spurn et his blesphemy: in attributing | these crimes 
to the: God whom he- ‘pretended to’ ‘adore. "Hé issues 
orders. forthe indiscriminate’ massacre of men; ‘wonien, 
and éhildren,'in a defenceless éondition; “making “an 
— only: of that part of tlie captives: whose. sexual 

ini ithe passions’ of n man to ind gem 
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ut this.is only:a’ ‘single specimen "— T oid die 
temper ofithis-meek man of God! From thé'time 
that: tie murdered the iiaia and’ hid pes dn the 
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sand; til. the moment án : which. he. expired,. and: was 
buried without any/nian knowing where he was buried; 
he exhibited examplesof legerdemain tricks, pretended 
familiarities with God, scenes of. debauchery: and. ma- 
ligpant slaughter of. the human race, Which would: dis-. 
grace the. most cruel despot of: ancient or modern times. - 
For the truth ofthis. remark an.appeal:: is made to the 
historic. details. contained .in ‘the books : of, ‘Exodus; 
Numbers, -and Deuteronomy, ..... 
.. To show. fully. the. immoral WAA of Moses, it 
would: be: necessary. to: quote. almost, every chapter in 
these holy.and. inspired. books, :. Believers. in -revealed - 
religion, who. still. believe. that Moses: wasa. pious: and . 
meek. mau,. ought, once .more, to pass in review. 4 
conduct and. transactions which the Bible has attributed 
to.him : especially’ those details. which. ‘are. contained 
iu .the. books. already. mentioned, . 1f. there: be ‘any. 
member. of the Christian. church. who can. believe that 
God and. Moses.ever united. ip. the ezecution:.of- those 
barbarous decrees and. immoral. sentiments: stated 3n - 
- these; books,- he.must;be:lost to ‘all. cleat ideas :nf jus- 
tice, and must have,abandoned:every:principle | of--bu-: 
manity by. which. the life of man is. to be. rendered: 
comfortable and happy. -The author of: The Age-of 
Reason,” has. -placed..these. enormities. in a striking: 
. point of light, and, with his wonted acuteness.of dis 
cernment, has presented, in the:way of Bishop. Watson, 
difficulties which. no Christian bishop: will be ever ‘able 
to.surmount, .. Murder and theft, are: crimes of .so de 
testable.a: nature, and so destructive to: the. best interests 
of society, -that they. never can: be sanctioned either:hy:. 
human or divine power. .God and Moses, .imthese 
books, are said to. have sanctioned boths a follows, 
therefore, that God and Moses aie, both bad 
or,else the books are-not true. “The, latter, : ‘hewevaty 
is the. fact, and the character of the — o£ Ni» Nie 
ture, ins unimpeached.. : 
The character. of. Mahomet i is all ei sanni military; 
ane Ayrapnieal. cast.; but. be. — insho meme cof 
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lieiven, and, ‘like “Moses; pretends, “that: his- a : 
cruelties, and ‘assassinations: have: “béen | sanctioned’ by’. 
the divinity which he adores: ‘He frequently” begins 

his chapters: in the name. of: the most merciful: 
but, ini the course’ bf: the chapter; is.:sure to: consign 
td: damnation those 'who:do not'aecede to the system. 
of: revelation. which -he:has received from God. : The: 
chosen people of the Most High, under the Jewish dis: 
pensation, toók.the liberty of exercising a ‘principle of 
indiscriminate-extirpation toward all:heathen nations y 
the :Maliometans:: pursued a similar course: in the 'de- 
structive wars wherever they. have been: engaged, and to 
which-they have: been’ conducted’ by’ their “fanatic 
leaders.: The: Christian world: is not a whit behind 
either -of these two grand divisions: in: the exercise 
of a ;censorious and’ military: spirit. ‘The: crusades - 
and: the. domesti¢; quarrels: of. the. Christian: church 
will furnish an abundant verification of this remark; 
- The. character of: Jesus, considered juan individual E 
and: personal point of View; is of-a less frightful and 
destructive: natures ` The first and ‘the’ last ‘of these | 
three religious impostors were ferocious men. It was 
necessary, therefore, “to present them conjointly; Te 
serving the character and ‘conduct ‘of Jésus a matter 
of distinct inquiry; Et will not ‘be necessary, however; | 
to: say. much upon ‘this part of the subject; for while 
it is’ admitted that : Jesus, in a publie and ‘tational 
point ‘of view, has::produced less misery than’ either 
Moses:or: ‘Mahomet; yet: ‘it -is ‘believed. that the New 
Testament presents’ us with: immoral: deviations from: 
principle ‘in ‘the’: personal conduct of him when ihe 
Christian painiar ‘declared bd be: the. only & 
souof God. 3° is Wa i | 
Lie followers of "Ben; hovel ‘ingore ton: 


k cage ney, and: the Christian : had 
not deficient i im the numberof fanatic! phleboto: - 
mists disposed to destroy the meral and: political plex! 


thora of the puman race. Christiane and. Deists ‘have 
sometimes coincided in, thei opinion that Jesas: sve 


` 


T6 - -PRINCIPLES OF: NATURE. 
good character... This. opinion, ‘so far as it was acceded 


to by: some of the first: unbelievers; * ‘was. ‘eitherthe result 


et iygit itu, 


of ignorance, or. an ‘effect of fear.’ The Christian ex- 
alted: this:same Jesus into the. character of a God;: ‘and, 
by their doctrines, made: him: equal ‘to: the: Greatar; 

such a circumstance struck terror: mto the human wasio; ; 
and' the idea: of: “associating -erimes: with the: divinity 


' prevéuted independent i inquiry. THEE 


‘The New Testament, so: far. as proof of. this kind 
goes, furnishes us: with facts and circumstances: which 


. make ‘strongly against. the.: oral character of - Jésus. 
_ Beside the. general- duplicity which: characterizes his: 


A 


mur 


answers -to the. multitude, he is: guilty. also of sending 
his: disciples ‘secretly ‘to’ take and: carry. away.°a Colt 
which: did. not ‘belong ‘either to him or his disciplés. 

The doing of such an: actin’ modern times “would be 
denominated. theft, even by. pious Christians thêm- 
selves. - He is guilty of sowing the seeds. of. domestic 
and national warfare; and: declaring t that no-màn: ;ebüld 
be his disciple without hating his father and his mother; 
and also that he-carne not-to send peace but a sword; < If 
any man at: the present day: were ‘to:enter.sociéty with 
actions and avowed: intentions:. of. this kind, he would 
be considered as an enemy to moral- virtue, and: de- 
serving of that punishment which domestic justice and 
public. imtiquility required. ]t-is im vain to: applaud 
the: conduct and: opinions; -of. Jesus, when: the same 


conduct and. opinions: applied to another. being. would 


be considered às ; criminal, and- hostile to. the best ans 
terests of büman: existence. ^ i 

inthe first edition-of this work, and. in. thé chapter 
concerning the immoralities of. ‘the seriptures, ideas and 
— "were advanced that supersede the necessity 

of: prosecuting: farther the” present” ‘subject. Moses, 
et, and Jesus, ean lay as little claim to moral 
metit, ór to the character of the benefactors of; hän- 
kind, ias ahy three men that: ever -lived ‘upon; ithe: ace 
didposeri. They were al all To jem: in tw 
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- CHAP: XXIL. 
j PREIUDICES. , 


; ‘Tue disdon and the developement of: truth, as it 
really: ¢ exists inthe ' system | of nature, is of: the highést 
importance to the true. interests ‘of: mankind ; but how" 
to present, this: truth, to theview of the mind in amani 
ner. 'caleulated t ‘to, attract its attention, is difficult. tosay ; $ 
for: although ti the; uncorrupted: faculties of man “cannot 
to the, ‘attractive charms: of. truth, or. the 
brilliant beauties o ‘of hernative appearance, yet so nume- 
rous 'áre: the: causes, and s so. powerful their: operation 
which serve to Mislead t the mind and: paolan: 
impressions : ‘upon it, that perspicuit and re o 
thought are puni: itially deranged, and the: ym of . 
sciéntifie deductions ‘are swallowed : up-in : the’ gulf:of 


erroriand deception. : i >This process, prejudicial : 46‘our. 
mental: operations, commences in. the. early’ stagesot : 
our: existence, and proceeds: with a: regularity:of 1mis- 
chievous: ‘consequences, to” the! period -when dde 3 
sumes ‘the: dignity of: intellectual: independence; sid 
Stet pi indeed: iş; ‘that individual: who àrrives: to:tliie: 
deep : pd of mental Ma duae. per enemy 
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obstacles: to the clear, deductions of science, ae acad 
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aad this will. ever be.the..case so long as superstition, ; 
Which is, the Same thing, a religion claiming a supet- 

ra bir shall spread’ its bloody and baneful iü — 
fluence among intelligent ya The faculties ofman - 

to: be circumscribed only by that extensive circle | 
which embraces the full: athe of their native and ac: 
cumulated ‘activity.’ ‘When religious prejudices’ are 
permitted to mingle. their gloomy effects with the ex- 
alted conceptions of enlightened reason, ` ‘the important ` 
e&use. of truth and the dearest interests of humanity - 
become perceptibly retrograde, : and. darkness. instead of - 
light pervades the moral world. ` When Moses, by au- ` 
thority: pretendedly ‘divine, diffused: light: over. the - 
world previous to the creation of the sun, Superstition 
gréedily swallowed. the. holy absurdity ;° but’ when 
Galileo asserted the sphericity of the earth, they cried 
heresy; and armed against science and philosophy, and 
yet the latter was an important truth in the ‘system of | 
nature ; the former, a: stupid blunder. of i ignorance: and `. 
fanaticism. `- . >i Such; O Superstition ! -are “thy ‘pious 
efforts to blind. the ‘human’ mind, the better: 5 subju- 
gate its. pe and Tob man $ > the: fruits of his 
There is | 


serutin | vat he teas “mind. or the de s erain. | 
tion y wi imet the human "sap can Lem — dt; 


H no dc A 


peace, a and mbesa arsi while? sais privilegi ged 
panda wa gwar or those who feast. Mein 
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Ñ) g clerical: displeasure,’ ‘and: the dread: of 'etertial | 
i, have partially annihilated the enehy 
: telléctual- powers; land: ‘taught’ man *treimbli ph ec 
mit to. the grossest. ‘imposition: frenfigiii peer cases, 
wf the: disclosure of. my: thoughts and tefléctionă té- 
“sulting from a ‘constant babit of; contemplating Nature 
: in: her- diversified: relations:and’ Teal. 'Bibdes'of'existéhce, 
-can throw a ‘single ray: of light" into ‘the darkened “in- 
tellect.of man, it will increase my ‘hopes ‘of fature pro- 
‘gression, and-essentially tránquillize ` 'the sensations of 
my -heart.- It ought<to 'be perceived “by: every en- 
lightened: mind, that long-established prejudices are: not 
to: be: ‘suddealy: eradicated ; but “by” ‘protruding the 
activity of: intellect into. the field of actual’ existence, 
some diminution of human. misery! may: "be reasonably 
expected.’ .Man sees not with icleartiess,’ ‘that his'suf 
ferings’ are frequently. the consequence: of ‘his, blip 
attachment to: error :and ‘superstition ;: he's Í 
their- origin.in the distant heavens, or. the angen ‘rte: 
sentment:;of supposed. supernaturalagents, ‘bile the 
truth often is; that his own: — B are the causes 
of his: calamity: - z Ac c4 
- - Nothing is. more ‘difficult, while the mind is cmllór 
the influence: of prejudice,: than to: persuade ‘it >of the 
necessity: of removing or destroying: that prejudice ; pře- - 
judice: ‘destroys “the discerning ipower ‘of the’ únder- 
standing, and conviction becomes: impossible: ‘while ‘the 
force of evidence: necessaryto produce it is *nbt'dis-_ 
covered. "Phe same: idea of stight,:the:!same: ideas - 
truth; associate themselves with:a prejudiced mind; ias - 
are to be-foüid: ini the clearest: operation: of! the. most 
enlightened ; :and:tbe - fool: is as'-confident jin:erfor; (as 
. the: wise man: standing ‘on the! broad:basis-of and 
natural truth. ..; No hopes. of reform: can be entertained: 
"relative to:such fbstiàate: minds, }watil:youtwan tender 
“them susceptible of: the:impreasions 6f: doubt orti 
‘tainty >» the man who never:doubits; ‘or: ealis:in.du eh 
tguth of any.deductión. whieh: he-das-metde; “is Bat 
Adi calculate dar tha devel opdment:óf realprmeipi 
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kapi wa mema pahali “mind: which: ex:: 
por srror, anliit iscenly^by^re- 
d examination; ef. our own opinions; that we can 
arrive through the. process: of investigation ‘to:that ele-: 
vated.. situation. which aunfolds::the: ‘sublime’ ‘traths: 
contained, in.. the.system;of. patere; icscisb t 

i „Jf sit. were. possible. to conceive of. a: mind litte 
strength and. energy; had elevated it above all. the im-: 
| bee of- associated: life, -and-the- deductions:drawn’ 
from, “early combinations, and: the primary ‘influeneé-of 
scientific. pursuits,-.wejshould then behold the intellect 
of.. man exhibited: in}: that; point of iview,: which would: 
promise. a fair discussion of: all the. diversified: Telations: 
of. existence, by: which we are. enabled’ to ‘deduce all: 
os ya T mt en contained sitk ithe: haram 


cpu: of o dooiinen and. “opinions: in’ hich 
ney. pave- bee p educates 
tenacity; for, th on wa ‘truth: of their respa 
. tensts, and. tbe liberal: bestowment of. the most.witule 
ana themas: ‘gonstitutes. As prominent icharact eristi 
Ths ion. ipe didnt idee al ~ iiy of ren. 
u^ tenacity “tp lee; a ntabilit E 
Mor i eoim for. io Every? Quite: | 
pp ligion speaks-in the pa e ecbteren MM Te 
"Jehovah onts side, .it:keeps.up:a familiars 
neuve ya AA ainin dott, kota 
sneations.of those powers, -thé:most decided partially: 
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in favour of the: particular doctrines which its members 
` have embraced. With weak aid’ fanatic minas the" 
confidente is prodigious which results from a sipposel 
alliance’ with heaven. ^A being dried iu thé Hamet 
a. ferocious. God; ^slaughters ‘With”relentless “cruelty ' 
every other being who does not pay horisgeto the bar- 
barcus divinity, which his Own’ heated Whegittition has 
_ depicted. ' No prejudices’ aré sò deép ‘rooted: ndtie S6 
violent,'as those of a religious nature, ‘and their peris 
cious effects are generally in proportion to the ignó- 
rance of. the human mind, and the barbaróus ‘condition 
of society.” It: is the light'of:science "alone that can 
destroy such eauses of humar wretchednéss : science 
Opposes its own’ strength to the’ injurious effects of 
eiror-and prejtidice, and in’ prdéportion as” the forner 
shall “increase; the’ latter will? deétease ;' E "that" the 
hopes. of the human race rest! üpon the diffusion of 
knowledge, andthe general ‘cultivation of science. 
Ignorance is a.soil in-whieh'thetankest prejudices ap- 
pear the most -flourishing, and? promise the greatest 
portion of misery to. mankind. “It. is ignorance and 
interest united, which preserve the ‘prejudices in favour 


of: those systems of religion so injurious to the opera- 


tion of intellectual power, and so destructive tthe 


-Tt is to be remarked, that the prejudices existing be: 
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subsequent jatellectual combinations of. our ekiptenee. 
AJl: humo; haingw aro-euseentitl ible: of pim; ahaa 
cleo. all auseeptibleof : pieas fi ; 
“hibit the: same desires; and are: tified mishi te uate 


enjoyment. : "These positions ca ot id ; 
they ere true in the Mirum p their churéister, 
and the inconsiderable’ devietions: ‘resulting fromthe | 
varistinas of animal structure, cannot inay 

e: the’ rectitude! or ‘universality’ of ‘these 
positions, The: mee vo of. eges i aonb 
óubt 


~ 4 


yin | 


might be: daid down, which would’ kea include 
within the sphere of "theit/imperioüs-effect; vary pos- - 
accu of the ‘sénaitive: kena f Fili | 
re... APERTA HIT meh CAT SR. EME s GG ip EN 
"That happiness is to bé: ‘prefered to suisery; pleasure 
te-pain,: virtue to vice; :troth’ to -falseliood; ' $ciemes to 
ignorance, order to confusion, universal good tani 
Yersalevil,: are positions ‘whieh no ratiogel:being:can 
possibly controvert. They are positions to whiely mati 
kind, in'ell- “gad counties, - Wüst “yield “assent: . 
They. Ae positions; the truth of which-is:n never denied, 
Pete “which is. never eontroverted ; 
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mme, “This erf iuflicicé oresupposes t ‘dhe ‘ani 
n of I foras ‘these x ‘move without | 


atia. at leis that: it-is as Meine as man} j» 
allow : s. to:be a composition . of matter without 
soul; yet w "we allow.them. to be possessed: i Of. the princi- 
ple of. motion. : It'is:from this: motion solely. that we 
allow ‘thent to. be possessed of life ; for there. is nothing 
beside ‘that can or does influence the mind: tomake it . 
assent to:this truth, ‘that animals ‘have life; ‘and: it “is. 1 
from the. different. combinations of. motion and: matter : 
that we:form our ideas of the different kifids of ani imals, 
It is then from anotion, and: nothing else, that we ju | 
of, ; and allow. matter of a particular kind of composi 
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matter, with matter | of. “every: form:: +: Phe ceuimab feds 
tion; for.instance,,ds- constantly exchanging partsawith 
the:earth and its: "atmosphere. ccd f the matter! compos 
sing-animals be animate, and -that:of the iearthyinians 
mate; how. can. these be: united:?- This - -woukhobe: to 
suppose : that. two-.opposites could -exist ino one tbody; 
whereas. it is. the nature. of :opposités::to ‘recedeifrom 
each-other, and nothing can:be gréater. Opposites thaki 
life:and death... The independent anotion -of ‘mattenm 
that form called vegetable, ‘can ‘be as ¿little doubted:as 
in animals... Storms, earthquakes; fires, floods; :doiriot 
cause: 'vegetation any: more than they do- generationda 
animal.-: The natural or preternatural motion of: bodies, 1 
no more contributes to.the motion’ of matter: iniveget 
tables, than: in animals ; they, like ‘us,’ receive only 
the natural:and gentle influence of: the ‘elements; ‘and 
. thereby: mark: a. link. in that chain: which “connects al 
matter, and which is the harmony: of “creation. We 
shall, be more particular: in'speaking of motióni& vege- - 
tables,. when. we come to:treat’ of ‘the nicer operation 
of matter in that action which: we: call thinking. 01; Wie 
come. now: to: speak: of, the motion: of -matter:in those ` 
forts, where itis less. observable upon’ a superficial view 
of things ; ; but where, upon a nearer view;-it is:motless 
evident than i in either of. the other formis mentioriedo v 
©. Whoever doubts the motion of. matter in the forímot . 
a stone, det t him take: the trouble to ‘look: mme first 


motion. Wal ems ‘one: assert, that: thé motion Tagi 


sMgne, mitti ‘only. that assistance, which cin cómo 
me us and animals, sit receives from; tlie veleménts? 
The: motion of: matter in the:watious forms:of aninerals 
ia more observable, as: it.-is more:dively: : Phere iste 
B. nstant fluctuation. of. matter: àn-allcminefal bodigsi 
When miners. open: a amine,“ ‘and: do.«nob Mind sthe-ore 


rm 3 
3 ^ 
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they áreiin pursuit: ofi iri the: quantity’ which ‘they’ em 
peoted;ithey!say:the mine is not Tipe, amde close it'up 
againg:thut' the metal! may ‘have titieto grow: © Tf mat: 
tarhavernot the vitakipriüciple;^thétiíhave 1 the power 
of eredtingy: The buikof»my. formis increased by-the 
matter: which inthe ‘action of eating; inspiration; atid 
absórption;: Ladd to myself.” “If this’ matter have tiot 


theiiprineiple^ of lifeshow: can: l make't ‘partake ‘of ' 


me;;-and- thereby partake of life?” Caa'I nnite'dead 


andoliving - things, “or.‘can -they be: united in" me? . 


Ghemrists:tell -ús ‘thatthe union “of: bodies depends 
upon:the affinity,- i; e. the ‘likeness - which” matter in 
ane form: has: to matter: in:another form, and tell us'no 
further: We have before: mentioned the different kinds 


of union "Produced by affinity; «the. ‘perfect and: imper. | 


fect.; -butcwhát ‘gives’ the “quality of: union, and: pre- 


Berves the ‘existence of ithe" compound ?  It'is thé - 


ling primeiple in one: body, ?nclining: it to associate 


with the: living ‘principle: in another ‘body: : Without . 
this living: principle, that we es supposes 3 


méetion=:could: not exist.” a BEALE: 
»»dEhe:above mimi AN cath, with philosophic 


clearhess;'the:nature and: ‘property’ of matter.” ‘Ttsis by é 


adonstant reéurrence:to the operations: of the’ "material 


wenidjothatimaa will. be able to: discover those solemn | 
and impóttant:truths-on which ‘his. happiness i is "foutid- 


edit ^Our bodies are composed: of the’ elements; com- 


poundéd:and-organized:by;the! skill and: 'eneigy of na- — 
turer: from: this: organization,” certain: pet a 


necessarily: result; composition, | ‘decomposition, 


redomposition; ;areiestablished in the :order; pre 


ported; di$ithe laws: of: physical . existences” The: n 


ate- 
giulswBich :are-eniployed in: any specific campos 


potisassci beret: àad. indestructible: qualities,’ ‘butthe 
resiitrmmay-beia ed: and: power increased “BY "S o E. 


ganici aoristniction:n Thus, . for instance; in 
anostosiíiple fort; may;'perhaps, be destitute “OF nite 


ligdnné jebutiwhdncombined ‘and niodified'in tie fotià. 
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impassiblétó sg, how faritheopropeltigaior qudlitiebof.: . 
mates aay extn ino séinaple aet Arachnus 
shite? 7dvrie dinpbdsiblecfrotie the dvi of! dom maiis: 
tio to'affiriti? Or deny with absolite eértitüdejorelitive 
téothe! teteriial Essente ðf the! partile Uf hateiiakeie: 
istenee z^ Phere mast be in’ thecéssenee: Of iatter ow 
capacity; wher’ combined in’eértain forms; to produce” 


~ spéeifie resists: The principle of Hife müst/ be ensetiz- 


tiallymherent in thé whole system‘and “every partite 
thereof; But-to attribute to»each ` particle-a. spedifie- 
kihd of life analogous to: that which^is "discovered 
large.compositions of : matter, 'cannot,. perhaps, ‘Be: wars 
ranté by the knowledge or'experiénce ofi natare? Ain | 
all the specific modifications: of. life, disorgánizationy of: 
death, is a-universal: law ;‘‘but the universality ofothis 
law among: specific; conibinations “upon théteartli; cani 
nót, perhaps,’ beextended tothe’ eartli-stself- The: 
analogy. is? broken,” when :we goc from‘individuals: of 
particulars to'génerals ‘or universals:°: But moreiof: this 
hereafter}! i555 o demie ob gH Solo got eiat: 
“Its bythe laws of: motion *that combinations: dte 
formed, it is by the same laws:theyo are dissolved: 
Motion is an essential property ‘of "universal existenéer 
The fóllowitig paragraph® upon “this subject, is taken 
from the System of Nature, a powerful work, trantated 
from: the Freiich’? of tlie! celebrated "and: :philoséphie: 
Mifabaudei s aioe ier color dr 
2:2 Every thing.in ‘the universe is in: motion? theses: 


ae ee 


sence of nature is to act, and if we ‘consider attentively: 
itf: parts; we shall see. that’ there-is/riót a particle’ anit: 
etijays‘absoliite repose: "Those which’ appedr to usisto' 
be'deprived' "of motion, aré, Fn fadt only direktigo: 
apparent Test? they! experience auch erinpercapeiele: 
mptiony and sé lite hiarked; tha we-camhoisperedive : 
fa Ae Sales metas oe ye 
RETAE ua LA nie: 
VE Stately OAH Beings "ireebtitinumyidbreediiog Hir 
cashier ectasy, Or dperding; "VI morbor leer 
KNSS Or rapidi yo Fhe amet calèd ie: 


E 
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produeskand cpevishos the. same days: einen | 
DE bir deca the considerable ebángesiof - 
Bia ons dome by tho mast ot maid 
; osha ana idm sppeon. to jeRjoy tl EFE Te 
pose; ere sdectmmpossd,  : are: dissolved..3à the 'Course:of 
tinea heibardest:stones are by rebate iby 
the sontact: of airs‘. Aj mass «ofj iron,. ‘which: time has 
gnawed ante:rust, - must have: begn in’ motion frómi: the 
mement of site’ formation: án: ie! fresa of: thé earth, 


ion Ban Le, rig - 
E. Biene investigation into o the tas of: ‘nature, 
would: pre E Kk. 


a een iato nndis apon: a “certain: a pecia 
plat; ‘producessia the:animal we. denominate aman; ali : 
the 'energeti6 and astonishing" effects ofaminds s 
cA question ias beep stated among. ‘speculative me- 
taphysicians,’ “whether it be'not probable that the earth 


and: all: ‘the: oe 'epherés:of. existence in the "plane : 
| s aie pos Mme jp iae i 
e : — M abus | 


brains WA cogitative faculty, "wl | 
acbigher : scale arè ‘supposed to | be paisley tà to 
of ‘thinking: faculty: of man. ^ And Mis iper- 
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subject the whole-to:the» powerfuliexatnination-of ‘his 
ingeblectatalenergias. 01033: idoti 6. (503 STO gine, 
ici ren ithe! iiddds - thatichawd) been: disclosed Jin "this 
chaptery jitewillrbe: easy; to perceive; that ifthe inquiry 
werg-now made, vAtere ds: the. origin of motion 2^ the 
philosophic‘answer would: be; that-it isin matteritself; 
eduessential and. co-eternal with: it; andicannot: :be NR 
rated from any part thereof, not even im/thought: viii- 
aA. farther. question, insome:measure cotinected: with 
the present. subject, :is: that. which relates to:the' princi- 
ple of-action:in.the mind:ofiman; or:the:opinions rela- 
tive to Liberty; and Necessity.’ Moralists and :meta- 
physicians have for: along. time been in:à state:of -alter- 
cation ion this: subject, nor is the: point:of : discussion 
between them: yet ‘completely settled: Perhaps the 
preceding reflections may: furnish; üswithisome iin 
formation and aid in the-solution-of. problem so diffi- ; 
cult..’ The principle of: motion:and :action: must: exist 
essentially: ‘somewhere ; if: this:principle :be in-matter 
itself, or in aiforeign agent whose existence. is presumed 

to bé wholly:extraneous from.-the.body: of-ndtute; ithe 
same, consequence ‘will, however; ;neoessarily:. follów; | 
Man: is:an organized being; possessing þowersiof mei - 
tion and.actjon ;:if the: motion:of:whiehumarlisisue: 
ceptible-he fhe: result. of: the essential .nature:df ‘mattet 
in specificiorganic: construction, the: motion im thisbe: - 
ingumust «be as independent; absolute; ‘and: seli-bxistqnt; 
aa jnsthe body: or any;;part.-óf- nature yithabds; :it-mpst 
helong:to the thing itself, : co-essential; withivite-baihg) 
n ang bythe: internal force: of. tie peineiple ita 
 thesipeing ple of motion-be sought ‘for iganydnieh 
lertbal: agent foreign, to: the. body: of: amtare}: itumust be | 

indepandeantand aovhate Haie sott det. qDeigelt-exieti. 
“ben musi. wwoceeded ifr joneiorithe- 


“Torey at 
por mata anon gusty, ere aget i ~ 
vel grestinqumnes:af; sadi entistende»s: ‘Lo: suppos oni 
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finite seriessinnthes principle; officausationy exhibito. | 
thing. more than.:a. feeble. effort -efithe:amind)ditepet | 
clear of g-métaph ysical dificultg:: - Bbbilastspoimt that 


is, diseovated; indludessimat a euolinómenityopfidile i 


covering anather pointy on which the Jabt me nd 


fonáts. existence; 3: Fhe: links) in-this: -chainowauk ibep 
come innumerable; jt ength infinite, and; analia | 


difficulty:remain. assgréatiasiever.: nig yas duoi 

i This, doctrine, concerning the origin of rndtion,fand 
of, giving a.solution: to the: subject by:means iofsay in- 
finite-series ;in.;the> principle: of causation, can never 
satisfy the mind that ‘is seriously ‘in: quest: cof a: first 
point, jor.essential spring of: every:action ;: in:short, üt 


is nothing. better than: the: story of the: Indian;owho 
placed:the. earth-pon a:turtle’s: back, and:afterwards 
declared; that:the turtle stood ;'upon-nothing. s The-faet : 


183; man-;,iajindependent;in his-mind ; ; dt ds: 


of .his:nature-to- act; and he feels; or. ought toifeel, that y 


he js.mot; the slave;ofzany: of the: phantoms of. super. 


y 


stitionsorathes: fine-spun: acie cof. metaphysical E. 


philosophers, ybod oad siti guccreTi zo vilón w:o: 
wina moral: point of view, the teen of: necessi 


is tillmare objectionable, and: goes:to: theodestructión 2 
of all. human« merit, «and .with»it the: dignityo:0f : the ` 
human character. |: If man be a moral slave, his: actions ! 


in.relatiori to: himself. are neither-good:nor:bad ;:;ba ie 


impelled-by.án. irresistible necessity, 'and:;cah nomate 
inginstice-be:punished:for: his conduct: eat 


ball;;ówhich:;is; propelled: - forward: by. ‘the: 
Pei wa ‘punished for taking off à pisacs leg, 
hei one supon the: doctrine: of necessity isamaa 
mbralagentsasi the other, and» piuishinentz didis 
cases, équolly absuril. ; -kttis essential tothe di 


mhiehsfide:baifteebandbidepehdent; beth amka aed 

politically, »;folifitaloslauepy-isc; not wioreodienepwedep - 
te;the hümaneebgránter , and humanbre y; hany S a 

slavenywogThey sboth sgiriki anit beutelizte-auxgdliidi? 

they both! heudia)tendénoy: Agidiminislc his 


: xd 
deiteoyoibis acti zeabiiniethe foausc.- af avirtue:' nid 
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essential to the true: ‘andvelevated chardoter of an intel- 
Jectual: gent, that be realize the strength of his powers; 4 
that he be vonfident. if this energies ; ‘that she ‘hold in 
suitable contempt every’ “species: of: moral and political 
despiotism. ^ "T'his:sentiment wili raise ‘him: from a de- 
graded condition, -atid form him: into.the stature of a 
perfect man in the iren system of ‘mature: v. cede 


‘CHAP. XXV. 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY; CHRISTIANITY ; 
P | DEISM ; REASON; SCIENCE ; , VIRTUE ; "HAPPINESS. an 


Tax —: centüry opens to the hakiki race with 

gtd of a most extraordinary 4 ‘and: astonishing na- 

Its. impossible; at this moment, for the human 

mind to contemplate the past, ‘and. ‘anticipate the: t 
without yielding to the mingled émotions of 

and joy; without perceiving itself^to be oltcrnhely 


on with" sentiments T misery ‘and’: happiness. - 


he ‘commencement of a new century: necessarily 1 Téb 
vives thé idea of” a recursive view of those. great events 


Redi. arg: the last st cent; however: somëthii A 
inore valuable’ and important has been: combined $i 


i thiass of. historic matter; and” amidst the unjust’ ‘and 


ive wars which the ‘poison’ of monarchy i is still 


Mito be ‘Seen à ‘splendid ‘display of those ` 
principles: which sustained the universe, ‘and’ direct the 
opera lotis ` of the physical world; “of” those” moral 


geht life; and ‘by which it is rendered s 


A 


mis which are essentially interwoven with: = 


peric rating in 1 the very bosom of the: community, ‘there — 


awa a wahai um heir ithe: chota "^ ma 
"lar of printing ie d " ents may yedash : in vain. 


ve metal E^ ‘ae sin: na princi e cand. coli 
"h-:are the:-most- subs 


of Zn Wani ica shape manana 
Por ibistosy: ofi the; Ghureh has; however placeditan | 
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; celéstial aütliority:; itis this: ‘pretended isoo | 
_ Heaven ‘that -has’:subverted every’ ‘thing rational: ‘upon ` 
earth; Upon this subject, -and-in. 4 ng tlie fatal ` 
effects of fanaticism, the -4oHowing:ipass 


é from am - 
original arid ‘eccentric writer ought fo: be quoted: . sThe 
pasgage exhibits in strong colours the: indiscriminate 3 
folly: ‘and? mad: enthusiasm’ of ‘which » ‘ignorant’ ‘and : 
upinstructed: man isisnsceptihle.. “20108 0001639205 | 
i; It has:been=:the constant», ‘practice for:moral::doc- 
tors.or. teachers: to: preterid:to:-a new. faculty: of: mind, 
called: Mim ite Dea aem with supernatural 
power ;:this:is. practised:b -ipriesis.-dn: ‘all ‘parts of ithe 
‘worldyefrom the: Lapland’ Magi /to:the:civitized 


and if it was not an insult:to godd-sense;: ité-attempt, : 


with argushent, the refütation ‘of mich absurdity I 
would: observe; that inspiration; -in proportion) asitiap- 
proaches and identifies with Deity, the ‘common: source, 
the diversity of sits streams: ! droopinion>4s)augmented : 
the irispired: Catholic labhors ‘the: inepited: cient, : 
this.the inspired Jew, theJei the^imspired (Mahqme- 
tàn; and: when: these otn itheir : e 
titas, hurn- sath ether at:opposite:pilés; 

nit a nc | 


inspiration i dn: others which they vag: 
» eifa liknówbutone ésied yore this: 


-morak pestilence 
of. superstition, which i&, to assemblesthe inspired idiots 
of: all: e£óunitties,: thatthe vient: óf ‘their contortions, - 
convulsions; : "and; delirious savings; in the presence of 


each other; might exhibit the! portraiture:of folty-in sq 


strong:a:light, -that Reason owouldibursicher sides with — 
laughter, aad:d udgment mist bg restbred.11isHevelation 


— aison erig inier aus. ml nee — À oe dedo : 


igion, Bheo subse. 
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that tire imbimate associates of the célestial -Jesus were - 
willing also;tb: become the assvciates of terrestrial lords; - 


for: the púrposes of acquiring: the support and strength , 
of: tyrannical: myama wape Those "who ‘declared: that | 


their kwpdom was: thot ‘of this ‘world; ‘wers:soon dis- 


covered: ‘to be- willing-to: unite: with thé kings ofthe - 


earth; justly considering: that earth and fieaven united 


would: bé: competent to: every object; everithe-univer- - 
sal subjection and slavery. of-the- human rade. ` Such 


was; ina High degree; the: effect, when Christiditity 
way) embrated':by : the‘ stiong: arm: of the “Roman 


government. ‘This: holy: religion - at. first. sought: for 


simple protection: froni the mistress of the world : ‘but 
nO sooner was: this accomplished, than a: new ard more 
impulsive:désire- was. ;perceived to be: the: ruling senti- 
inent: ofthe: Church,’ dnd'‘it:-claimed: from: the: civit 
power: toleration in: all: religious and ecclesiastical: con: 


ceris. This new. success was: followed: with a. new exc. 


hibition of: ambitious views; and the open: disclosure 


of a\bolder-cbntidence ihthe^ultimate.triumpli-Gfctlie — 


then infaitchutch.. of Ghristi: ^; Spiritual -dornination, 


and: the: naling : of dations: with: absolute despotism, 
which at first.constituted.no part. of the feeble ‘hopes 
of Christian: béelievets;:: wag: at length atteimpted; aiid 


the success of the attempt was completely. pehy i 


to the most ardent’ Hopes of the new hieran 


: "Phu&jit:. Was: thatthe: meek; thé humble; and die 


pornyitruck. followers. ‘of - the meek: sand humble 


has. visitan dencministid, mm senrieti höre 


the:throné: of:the Owsarss ‘This event. d folié 


by maisy: eehturies: of: Christian’ barbarism;-in which | 
the-spisit amd ptinciple of the.Gospel: trium OVER . 


amdi — á epeciés:of. science; and: buriedibes 
| eshot weht. the: intellectual: e 

dic intel 

denominate - the night: of : ignorance; and: 


equal propriety) be denominated: the pare. anduneor | 
taminated reign of the. Christia ‘religion ; "because 


Vi ci hipleni pori iib 
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; Was; at: that period: that the: authorityof:the ‘church 


ee, 


' was, complete, and ‘the civil: -power was subjected: to its 
_ absolute will; because-at that: time: the-ecclesiastical 


` dominion was. believed to-be ‘essentially incorporated: 
_ with the purest directions‘of; the'founder: ‘of.:that holy. 
religion; and: bécause;every: subsequent secession’ has, 


in. the; estimation:of: the: mother Church; “been” consi- 


. dered. asd; damnable heresy ‘and: an: awful: ie eri 
fone the true: faith: 


i These -secessions from the: asinge Church. have | 
constituted: a- cause: which has ‘been gradually: operating 


. forthe amelioration of the human’ species; and: which 
must. ultimately terminate in: the- triumph: of reason 
over; the compound despotism: of :the- world; The 


Church of - Christ received its. death wound by the-con- 
duct of two bold and fanatic leaders of ‘thé two grand 
sectaries which first protested “against ‘the unqualified 
authority of the Roman: Catholic : Churchi : -Luther 
and. Calvin, “with. more--fervent:: tae AWA 
than those: whom: they opposed; neve he 


foundation: of: subsequent: events; calculated: c» over- 


turn every: species of ‘ecclesiastical dominion,:and ibury. 
in.one common grave: the various bran hes:of "celestial 
ence ta which: ""— my vague eld: the — in 
ndage.:.- - 
The mis ah edis ‘spread itself. fantanel utile; 
dividing. and. diversifying: theopinions of the: Church, 
and: each’ new: sectary seemed: to be endowed: with a- 
new: portion of that rancorous malignityf which. hassó 
universally: marked‘the conduct of those whose : pride 


and folly: have led -them to: concludef. that. they spoke 


| im the tiame:of-deaven; and ) were: ‘the’, favourites of 


s; how- 


the. Most: High... Such sectarian: 


- Gyár, Were destined eventually to: destroy: eachother. 
Men of. contemplative: ‘minds began at-length:toisus- 


nithe- «divine ‘originality of: a: religion: which 
ed. itself into. - mai) diicrent: ‘species: of :doc- 


= s, di ante — — endless 
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- Another. consideration still: more: powerful;. accele-: 
randi the ;progress..of moral improvement, -and conv. 
stantly: diminished the force:of: attachment: toward. the 
Christian system. Evéry-new. sect. discarded: isome:of 
- thecabsuidities.-of.that from-:which: it. «had separated, 

and passed a.general.sentiment: of condemnation upon 
all those-who were;in-the:.rear-of this long and religious 
train; Luther:and Calvin. hurled their: religious thun- 
derbolts against. the. power sand :absurd ` tenets--of; the 
Cliurch of -Rome,:end. especially: against the Pope; by 
whom: ithis Church was. governed: 'The Arieniens, 
the Arians, the Socinians, and: the Universalist, ‘suc 
eessively followed; with: a: purifying hand .of;,reason; 
pruning: and lapping. off the: decayed : "branches: of the 
old: theological tree, . approaching. still -nearer : to. the: 
source.:and principles. of nature, : till at. Jength,: by. re- 
gular-p 1 EM ion;: ithe; human mind. Án dus ; 


"Tv 


E | e postion- ER 
once more Obtained : a-tru&. idea.of.tlie- religion -of; ma-i 
ture; f of that. vhichmay tbe. denominated: pure and 
simple» Beim. 7 TEG ee - a Rag: X PEA "i y; dier 

c Iiis this aeligion. willst, the present. period: of: “the 
worlds! -ereates, : such: frightful :apprehensions . inthe: 
houseliold-of faith, and:threatens: ‘to: shake: to:the: çen- 

tre:ithe. chief::corner stone: on: ;whichi:the- a de: 
built. s These: :apprebensions are daily : —— y 
Christian professors; and they: depict in ; such strong :co-- 
lours the fatal: effects of Deism, that’ ignorant: 
cism.believes it to be. an immoral monster, stalkié 
gigantic strides cover: tbe whole: civilized: world; 
detestable: :purpose.of producing universal: iso! 
subverting:all the sound principles - of social and atel- 

nt: existences: - Such are. the ‘horrid, imperio: <A 


* 


198: PRINCIPLES OF. NATURE. 


clearly: understood by those whose: miutlediiwe 
herein been darkened by the mysterios of faith: © 


- Deism declares to intelligent man ‘the’ akiniambia of 
one: perfect: God, Creator.-amd - Preserver of the-Uni- : 


verse ; that the laws by which he, governs the world 
are: like himself immutable, aud; oi course; that vidla- 
tions: of these: jaws; or: miraculoüs: interference. in the 
movements: of nature; inust: ‘ben y: excluded: 


from the grand system of universal: ‘existence ; that the ' 
Creator is justly: entitled.to-the adoration: of : wegi 
tellectual: agerit throughout the: regions of. infinite h 

nd 
co-partnérs. who: have: a. right; to- share-with him the 


space ;: oand-that: he -alone‘is . entitled to it, -hav 


homage of ‘the ‘shtelligent worlds: Deism: also declares; - 
that the practice. of a pure; natural; and ù 
virtue; is the essential duty; aud cor si i 
dignity of: man >. that the::powers of| m: 
terit to all the great purposes of Humane 
sciénde, virtue; and ‘happiness, are : thes 
which ought to awake the: mental energi 
forth the moral affections of the harm 
LBhese: ate some:of the outlin: -pire 
which Christian superstition s0 mc I anhon 
whose votàries:she would wil . consign -td ‘endless 


torture: -Butitis built ipon a substantial foundation; — 


and: will: triumphantly diffusc:Happiness: aniong tlie:na« 
tions of tbe edrth)-for.ages after-Christian: superstition 
and fanaticism -Have ceased to:ispread: desolation. a 
carnage: Singi: the fair creations of. God; : nupsisarnd- 

rei Mat. the:-mmisetien: ud tino veli hiser” 


istenee! are; im d: high aim recs crar wid 
pees ag ewe eireas T beto. 


! tom mature; is:destined- eventually; ini ilie progresaiff: 
| fatur: ages; to -ovesturh the- enipire-of ai 


eesti mor ud gt 


= 
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, and erect, upon its ruins a fabric, against whichthe storms 
of. à tism, may beat. in vainy- agaimet which supersti- 
tion may reel; her vengeance without effet, frpm whieh 
she; will. be obliged to retire in agnnizing tomtuzes. 7 

At bas heen, the; opinion:of. some honest: and: intelli 
gent minds, that. the. power. of: intellect: is inadet i 

to the meral.and'pelitigal emancipation o€ oen... 
wiped Pte "sometimes. it. is: found $0 denn ‘ope: 
rative upon. benevolent hearts; seems howeven toba 
at war-wath the intellectual stpueture-ef our existence, 
ahd the facts furnished by: modern. higtpry.:-dnithe 
great question which: relates. 4o'human improvement, 
theicapse which >is, prodwetive of thoughs;; cannot, <in- 
apy: high degrea, be included'as influencing the final devi- 
a ion... dt à ie paa eme cce 

es. iptellest £9; organig: mater combination would 

_ favour, most «e un]imited - improvement: of the hien 

haies d el eel T WA finelyyor: —— 

2 Ly constepctads the best! method . 
T met Rit — a 


age niei 2o bur Bennie Jo si eit "ers mn aM phe vo" 
n e. science: of the world hag heen, in: SOME TCABHDE, 
diminished . ;by the. propagation “of an, opinion; that 
there are. only. a few human beings. who are po 
of what i is called. genius, to the: exclusion - of all the 2 
rest.. This looks;too: much like: mystery, : and | 
include in'it the idea that man: is sent from: h lea 
occupy for a short time a miserable and ‘mate 
ment, and then-return to “its: native. home. 
to be recollected:-that earth is the abode: of 
that of this the materials of: his existence aré'c 
all are confined to- this place: of residence, à 
amelioration of sensitive and intelligent li 
labours ought:to he directed. “Heshould leat iG 
speet, „and, mot: ‘despise: his. reason. ias should nri 


| consoled ;* ‘then’ will: af 


evidence of f the foe: = ri and th the Pini 
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to éonsidér motal viftite as” the greátest^ good, as. the © 
most eübstafitial goy of die 'éxisténce. T dida how: ` 
ever, tó' be: eminently good; à full scope: “gst be - 
given "to" the “operation: of intéllectual | poem" ae ‘and | 
man “must feel" am wnqualified confidence i in ‘his ¢ own 
energies." 243 hea pee GG: SN Salk HEA WA 

"The - "doble = despotism of” Church anil State: has . 
borne’so hard upon hurharrexistence, that; man is surik 
beneath its “dreadful weight y bút resuscitated ‘nations 
are aboüt to’ teach kings ‘anid’ tyrants’ @ lesson: awtiy | 
impressive, dir regard to the destiny: ‘which awaits’ a F 

e rate injustice "of: thé world. * The’: ‘period? Isat 

handf in: which kings ‘and thrones, anid p raik and 
rarchies, and “the” ‘Tong’ catalogue. clea sch 
théy have | duc b ic 
of the “earth; "arid. buried: i è asting 
destrüction. ^ Then will'arrive the teri ‘of To 
city, in which ‘the heart of: unfortunate m 


a 
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- uei soma bud h 


cé TI erbe QOO d i acus life Hrg. tay ia! aM MY 3 & 


See m ue $s n vi » 
3 “pris Ss en m, BU YA "e MO 
Sec dying vegetables ifa asthi JIPEN. 064i sei di 
T See life dissolving -vegetate sagaiir: A. 
Ale rms. that peri other pue Pr RN s: 
Nd the "er of 1 matter, borne e ai i 
They rise Abey break; ‘tnd to ‘thot dea’ roti. "Ew deus 
iot - DO onbres o leri JPOPE’S: ESSAY ON MAN. 
Tus subject ofa future te has,” in “every age. and 
country; ma Bue - less deg Tee, eng need e. Mn 


are! aache i Ad gui 
bount ies oF fue Vis pU d'séek in unknown 
of òn bisten Goulitties, “tHe continuation’ of that éx- 
isteticé “ý which experience tiogh us it uS, ‘necessary 
edm | i necessary 


Pis j 
£x | Rad 24 


vergit ‘Of opinion which’ has prevailéd: upon 

dis ubject Shews tem nes ties which in some mea- 

- are “essen intially connect ected with the ‘nature oe 
le str attends aud active img pillse which bin 

Dian: do his ersonal “identity has fed fo ex am vagant 

conceptions coricerning’ thé ge of his Lp siae UN 

and the new modes of existence, w bo Ai thé ‘suc, - 
cession of ages, he ‘imagined he was destin ate expe- 

Hence. ' Religi ious fanaticism has indulgéd itself in the 
most’ ‘unguarded’ manner, and e nli EE. , cartii, 

and hell, on its ‘side, the better to UP li 3 iS pur- - 
" white p iilosoph sted with the wild: ¥4- 


a T 


DELID ig e ve ch fige i 


éd; seemed. to “feline “to the opposite het 
contest coinmenced which has not yet | termm and. | 
which’ presented ‘alternately to the hopes “ani nid feat SOF | 
inan, ‘the means ‘ ‘of satisfying ' the One, a aud des Oya 
ing the other. Real consolation, howeve Ln ‘was i SEM 
furnishied to i tlie hu — y ‘the vi rulenee of then, | | 


7 


+ 


: diversified discussions.. It was to be expected in a case 
embarrassed with so maiy.difficulties, that speculations : 


; ma ‘substantial and philosophic truth, i 
ledge « of nature. presented to, man, .b qe ithe, ‘ground d 
_ 9f a most persona „persecution and e enveno med, malice. 
; Eod however, ` frequently e exhibits. her wi 
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would.be endless, and decisions extremely. variant. - 
As it commonly happens | that people see more ghosts 
and spectres in’ the dark than in the light; so,in the 


present case, the eagle eye.of ; ‘Superstition. saw, Or pre- : 


tended to see, . in the. distant: ages of: futurity, ‘and ‘in 


the strange. countries to which every intelligent. being ` 
was hastening, ‘all the. peculiarities and local circum- - 
stances which,would hereafter. encircle. the life: of man. 
T gei were erected, marble Seats — pomp 


SEES? 


trutlis on “which pen or man d repose. ‘his 
existence, without fear and. without, Denies. - "- 

‘The progress :of thought, upon: this. subject Tias, ex- 
cited i in ‘superstitious minds the most. rancorous.senti- 
ments. of ‘malignity; opprobrious. epithets, , have. been. 
let out in, ‘abundance, merely. because; Reason | boured, 


to, discover, ‘and declared that’ it. hadi in; um measure 


di scovered, the real. connection. between m and. and .na- 


Ed The. , ferrific idea. of, anibilahon, stil” here 
à round: the dreaming abodes. of. Fana INE and. 
shig 


kno t 


)ndemning in others what. might with § great justice 
rarged to her own account. 


JA, we advert for à moment to the, sacred Writings o of 
e the Jews and Christians, the folly” of. their high pre- 


ET 
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tensions toa superior immortality: will become very 


visible::: The Old‘ Testament furnishes: no information | 


relative to the sübject:of a future life." Dust: thou art, 
and: "wnto ‘dust ‘thou shalt retürn © man has no” pre- 

| eminence above a beast,” ^as:the ‘one dieth: so’dieth the 
other; 'are: ‘phrases’ contained! in tlie" Old Testament; 
and are: sweeping" clauses'against every: hope of a fu- 
ture life; so far as such ‘hope i is founded upon this part 
of revealed religion’; “but it will be said; that the Gos-- 
pel has brought life and’ immortality to! light; ‘and’ on’ 
this account rises in itselaiis te respect above the con- 
temptible: materialism of modern philosophy: “It is 
true that” the New Testament: speaks of: à future life; 
of Heaven: and Hell; ~of the. resurrection: of: the: dead; 
&cibutit-is necéssary first to prove the’ truth of this 
part of: the system” before: substantial .deductions ^ 
be drawn in favour:of any species of immortality: > 


_ is 'very'easy. to make naked ‘and unsupported isti ions; | 
but-unléss-the reason and. évidence of the thing accom-- . 


paüy these assertions, they “are. good: for: nothing; 


Paul; speaking of the human ‘body; and‘of the resur — 


rectian ofthe dead, says, Jt is’ sown: a natural: body, 
and His: raised: a ‘spiritual: body; y what kind: of 


chymical process it is:that matter "isto become spirit; - 


must:be left: to Paul sind: other" —— a a to 
determine.» od: T 


"The physical universe itis to the! aaa mäe: ; 


standing a^ “grand. ‘and important: ‘spectacle of! contem- 
plation; ‘i ‘which :the:wholé^ and the parts are “esseri 
tially and: indestructibly: connected. There:is:no: such 
thing ås» flying ‘off in à spiritual or: ‘metaphysical: tame 


gent; every’ thing i ie bound by. eternal: laws. tol pass 
through:the routine of its successive modes off exist: 
encej^thfóügh the’ processive ‘changes’ to^: which: s the ' 


laws ‘ofsmatterand: motion-have destined. ite PS: RES PE i 
- "There are:two'speécies of philosophical immortali 


first; the immortality: of matter, in' its essential: We 3 
, and:character ; and, *secondly;:the immortality- of&n- | * 


sation: imthe: aggregate ‘mass of sensitive. and- ii 


: oar "These two. ete must: form: die — a | 


$ 


| is ho discharge ; an: undying ‘successions’ ‘awitimortal . 
‘mutation-awaits the éxistence of every livitig¢reature. 
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of every: thing comprehensible: upon this subject. ‘The 
first needs: ‘no particular explanation, | (as. the truth of 
the axiom;: that something ican-nevér became nothing; 


is now: generally. admitted to’ be true ; but the second. 
idea ought to be:rendered ‘more intelligible: .; "The. ópi- - 


nions upon’ this; subject Have’ always supposed the ex- 
istence:of.a: ‘spiritual, iimmaterial, and indestructible 
soul, which was capable ‘of making its escape through 
the ‘body, and passing: in a light and: airy' manner 


thróugh the atmospherieal: regions, spending an uncon, 


, fined and. uncontrollable existence i in a;manner- incori- 


ceivable by our gross senses in. their present condition: 


The doctrine of trarismigration is -a branch’ of this 
system,’ ‘and supposes that the souls ‘of ‘men ‘may’ pass 
into other animals of-an inferior kind; and-teside there 


for agiven time, by way of atonement for past Grimes. - 


These ideas of iatellectual-transmission; of solitary: and 
distinct: spirituality, aré among those: theological-de- 


partures from ‘philosophic'truth which reason has tó - 


deplore, and which have retarded, in’ a: very-consider: 
able degree, ‘the progress of knowledge: ‘It's in: vain for 
man to ‘deceive himself {a knowledge of his ‘true condi- 


tiofí in “nature; and his’ relationship: ‘with © all ‘ex. - 


: istence, will fürnish- a’ consolation far superior toal . 


the theological réveries-of: antiquity. ' Matter is every 


where in motion ;. ‘itis matter and: motion, or the: laws. E 


of the materiál world; by which-innumerable sensitive 


and intelligent creatures are successively : ‘modified:and - 


disorganized. The rotation és eternal; arid allithe;perts 


; of: ‘nature may in. tire: “pass: through’ ‘the’ strictures! of E. 


animal "existence, and 


e of the capacity: of'enjoy- - 


ing pleasure or suffering pain. = Fa this: warfare there 


| Nothing i is durable in regard to modification ior iden: 


 binatioas and results; "0 ‘wit, sensation and: intellect; 


tud yate ne near ne 


E. “But it is easy: to perceive; that the. continuation;is - 


..epecific and. not personal ; that man.is destined topass ; 
css an infinite: diversity’ of; ae — 


a 


| ty. dn: short, nothing is immortal But matter, 4tsi¢om- 


! 


e: 
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ing at all mes of the immortality essentialtomattes;iand — 
the;perpetuated immortality of sensation in: successive 
forms:of-dnimaliéxistenge. |: ‘That.this idea;:s0> far from 
terrifying his mind, should furnish it with iüistructive Jes- 
sons of sympathy, justice, and: universal: sbenevolence: 
1f it should: be: objected chere;: that::this:iis: nofithe 
immortality: tó which man is'so strongly lattached; the - 
answer is:obvious, ha must ‘be recoüciled tothat kind - 
of immortality, .which mature prepares for hér; children, 
and. which diffuses through. the; intelligent world a:sen- 
timent of equality, terrifying ‘to every:species of: spi 
ritual or: political ‘aristocra¢y.—+It: has ‘frequently | 
baya ‘said, that the ardent: wishes of :the’ human: ‘mind; 
n: gegard. to. immoital -existence,; furnish ogtrong pre 
d proof in favour: of: retpospect> identity: ;-but 
this error is visible upon: the very.fice of the: record: 
Thousands ‘of individuals most ardently’ "wish to cone” 
tinue their. life : hese for ever ; but this: furnishes: no 
barrier against: ‘the certain approach ‘of death: ‘and: final 
dissolution: of the: body.: : Human: nature: is accus: 
tomed to wish for more than it can obtain ;- its! ‘wishes, 
therefore; ‘can never; be: brought asthe standard of 
truth; It might as; well.be expected that man should 
become: immensely irich; ibecause he- wished: to be: 804 
as that he should: Tmiortalico bis p personal existence by ; 
the extent of his desires: in ‘thie respect. It: is true, | 
however; 'ithat. whatever: does: ‘exist must continue to 
exist for ever ;) this assertion Te. : substance: and;not 1 
fint forms: “continually: perish; but: othe: “essence ‘of 
is indestructible. | ad: DPI ^Y 92108 basi gelo: 
Ale ancient and: orthodox: idea is, that the? verse, 
with all: iti rper mti seed icr aides vc a 


i itroyed ‘by the: laua o ower 
whatever. The grem ia rao aao Egorenn. 


“E Some’ a the Y TE A in ond are s taken from. — 
e — omi 
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|y: immutable Jews zits) ‘motions are the result ofits — 
, Own internal energy: ; Hence: itamay. be inferred, : that 
it-i8 ‘at once tlie -cáuse and effect ; the mode and the 
substance, : the design andthe execution; ‘and active 
and tiever. edabing: operátor. 5/05 us 

‘The: existefice of: man is essentially  eórinocted with 
this vast whole, and it isimpossible t at he should ever 
detach any: part. of: himself from the immortal: system 


of: ‘which t he forms. a jcomponent (part. The intervolü- - 


tions of: matter: with: matter, : are: universal. ‘and eternal; 
the. essence of which man is. composed;: will ‘therefore 
eternize its zetiprocal- relation: ‘withthe ‘vast fabric of 
material: substance, which? is: “presented: to intelligent. 
beings: throughout the. regions ' of space. ^: Á compre- 
hakai view: of the -energles:and: relations ofthe; ma- 


terial world, would, ‘NO: doubt; shake: tothe: centre. the - 


theological- ‘absurdities of; antiquity ; but ‘it: would 
leave :to :contemplative. man the: high 'consolation: x 
having:.discovered from what source he — ;and 

to; what destination the: unalterable laws of nature have. 
. devoted. bhis:existence.-. 5: 05i: acr agi tig 


_ io The highest intellectual. jo xm vm inthé rm 
t 


of: teuth ;::a knowledge of this truth : will: constantly 
tend. to. they wai ofan n exalted. virtues ~ this: virtue will. 
immortal | guarantee. Gf thei felicity. of: the intelligerit - 
world; : Reason anticipates. ;&:;progréss, which. all:the : 
powers of superstition can.never: arrest. -;Letcrenson, 


then perform: her daithfud duty; ‘and ignorance, fanati- - 


cism, ‘and misery, will be: banished: ‘from: the earth: 


A:new age, the třùe millenniuct-will‘then-commenée ; 


the’ standard :.of ‘truth and: of; science: «wilb; then!ibe. 
erected. amorig the. nations of: the;world,:arid mari; ithe 
: unlimited: proprietor .of::his.owni person, imays:applaud ~ 
' himselfin the-result of his energies, and ¿contemplate . 
, with:indescribable satisfaction | the;- universal: improve; 
| ment ang happiness of thé. homan-rege. CU. srovetsedyy 
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